
 

The 2021 High School Senior Opinion Survey 

The High School Senior Opinion Survey seeks to expand a statewide culture of college 

access and success by informing K-12 school staff, TSAC Outreach Specialists, TN Pathways 

Regional Coordinators, and others of student attitudes, plans, and preparation for college. 

This information will allow college access professionals to better adapt their student 

supports, which can increase student readiness for college and college-going among 

Tennessee students. This year’s survey also includes questions regarding the impact of the 

COVID-19 pandemic on student decisions, providing critical insight into student support 

needs looking to fall 2021. 

 

Survey Overview 

THEC/TSAC seek to better understand students’ thoughts and feelings around the decision 

to enroll in college and the factors that influence that decision. For over 20 years, this 

survey has been implemented in schools across the state during a student’s senior year 

(spring term).  

 

THEC/TSAC updated the 2021 High School Senior Opinion Survey to reflect the changing 

college access landscape and will administer it in March and April 2021. Schools and 

districts that opt-in can select two survey types: 1) paper and pencil or 2) online. Schools 

selecting the paper and pencil survey will receive paper copies of the survey and guided 

instructions on how to walk their students through the 30-minute survey. Schools selecting 

the online survey will receive a customized link to share with students and guided 

instructions for how to walk their students through the 30-minute survey. 

 

Survey Timeline 

• January/February – District and school opt-in window opens Jan 25th  

• February/March – Surveys and instructions are mailed/emailed to districts and 

schools  

• March/April – Survey window opens  

• May – Survey results are returned to THEC/TSAC for analysis 

• May/June – School and district reports are produced and sent to districts  

 

 

 



Why participate? 

Each school or district that participates in the High School Senior Opinion Survey will 

receive a detailed report of their student’s responses. This report can be used to inform 

school counseling or college access programming for the following academic year.  

 

How do I participate? 

To sign up to participate, school and district administrators can register through the 

following link: https://stateoftennessee.formstack.com/forms/hssos_copy  

 

Survey Topics and Components 

• Family Characteristics – Seeks to learn more about the students’ background (e.g., 

family size, parental education, etc.).  

• College Aspirations – Assesses a student’s college plan, the highest degree a 

student hopes to earn, identifies when they started thinking about college, and 

assesses their plans for the fall. 

• College – Seeks to better understand where students are in the college admissions 

process, whether they will enroll full-time or part-time, and what type of program 

they are seeking to enroll in. This also includes college major, the number of 

colleges they are applying to and factors that influence their decision to apply.  

• Financial Aid/College Costs – Seeks to understand student concerns over the cost 

of college, a student’s understanding on federal and state aid types, and how that 

student may pay for college.  

• Tennessee Promise – Determines if students understand the application process 

and requirements of Tennessee Promise. 

• High School Counseling/Student Performance – Gauges student academic 

performance and seeks to understand how often a student discusses college with a 

parent or school counselor.  

• COVID-19 – Seeks to better understand the impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic on 

students’ decisions for post-high school graduation.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://stateoftennessee.formstack.com/forms/hssos_copy


Frequently Asked Questions 

Is there a cost to participate? 

• No. THEC and a third-party vendor will ship surveys and provide paid postage for 

survey submission.  

 

Is the survey anonymous?  

• The survey is anonymous, and no student identifiable information will be recorded. 

Students will use their school’s ACT code to help facilitate the creation of school and 

district reports. 

 

How long does it take to complete the survey? Will students need technology to complete it? 

• The survey takes approximately 30-minutes to complete. Students will need a 

number two pencil to fill out the paper survey. Schools choosing the online survey 

format will require technology (phone, tablet, laptop) and internet access.  
 

If you have any questions, please reach out to Amanda.Klafehn@tn.gov.  
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