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DISCLAIMER:  This document is policy only and does not create legal rights or obligations. It is intended 
to provide the Division of Water Resources (DWR) staff guidance on how to apply decisions, 
procedures, and practices pertaining to the internal operation or actions of DWR.  Decisions affecting 
the public, including the regulated community, in any particular case will be made applying applicable 
laws and regulations to the specific facts. Mention of trade names or commercial products does not 
constitute an endorsement or recommendation for use.  
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1. JURISDICTION 
 
The Tennessee Department of Environment and Conservation, Division of Water Resources, 
Water Well Program implements the Tennessee Water Well Program (WWP) under the 
authority of Tennessee Code Annotated sections 69-10-101 through 112 and delegated 
authority under Tennessee Compilation of Rules and Regulations (“Rules”), Chapters 0400-45-
09 and 0400-45-10.  The objective of WWP is to protect Tennessee’s groundwater resources 
by regulating the construction of water, monitoring, and geothermal wells including drilling 
and installing in Tennessee.  WWP also provides licensures for drillers/installers in Tennessee. 

 
2. PURPOSE OF POLICY 

 
The purpose of this policy is to clarify WWP’s acceptance of the National Ground Water 
Association (NGWA) written exams (general and/or specialty) from applicant’s in lieu of DWR’s 
water well applicant written exams.  NGWA examinations meet the requirements of Rule 0400-
45-09-.05. 
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DWR will accept an applicant’s passing NGWA general or specialty exam in lieu of Tennessee’s 
driller/installer exams under either of the following two conditions.  The applicant must submit 
written documentation that either of these cases is true. 
 
1. Each exam was passed within the twelve (12) months prior to receipt of the application for 

Tennessee licensure, or 
2. The applicant has maintained NGWA certification after passing the NGWA written exams 

for the specific practice in which he or she is applying for Tennessee licensure. 
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