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Preface

This document contains the comments received during the public comment period, both
written and oral, for the proposed major modification of the Riverside Class 111 Disposal
Facility and the response to comments from the Tennessee Department of Environment and
Conservation (TDEC) Division of Solid Waste Management (DSWM). Comments received
orally were shortened to remove content not relevant to the permit application. It should be
noted that DSWM is only required to address and respond to technical and regulatory specific
comments. Comments made in either support or opposition to the permit modification will have
no significant impact on the final decision unless they also present relevant factual information
to substantiate their position, Rule 0400-11-01-.02(4)(j)1(i1).

When a permit application meets all the requirements/standards of Rule Chapter 0400-11-01,
Solid Waste Processing and Disposal (referred hereafter as the Regulations), the DSWM is
required to issue the permit. Therefore, when a concern is addressed by a requirement of the
Regulations, then the regulatory rule citation is provided along with a summary of how the
Meridian Waste application addressed the requirement. Further, the response will note the
location in the application where this information may be found. When a concern is not
addressed by a requirement of the DSWM Regulations but is addressed by other TDEC
Division Regulations or Permit, then information is provided concerning the other TDEC
Division Regulations or Permit. After careful consideration/evaluation of all comments
received, the DSWM is issuing the permit because the Meridian Waste permit application
has been found to meet all requirements and standards of the TDEC’s Divisions Regulations.

Comment 1:

My name is [resident] and I live in [subdivision]. About % of a mile from the landfill. I and many
residents have been looking forward to the day when the landfill would close, and the traffic
would cease. But this is obviously not to be. We have enjoyed conversations with Matt Lavendar
and Meridian management and appreciate their efforts in reaching out to the community. I think
the two things that we are most concerned with are the mud and dust on the road on Delrose.
Again, we appreciate the wash facility that Meridian has in place. They have indicated that they
want to pave the road internally within the facility so that after the trucks have been at the wash
facility, they don’t pick up mud and dirt as they exit the landfill and return to Delrose. So, we do
look forward [to that] and then Meridian has indicated — and Matt and Jack have confirmed —
that they are still planning to pave that road and we look forward to that project being completed.
As I’ve thought of this, the other issue that we would encourage them to pursue is to ensure that
all vehicles arriving at and exiting are following the local tarp ordinances so that refuse is not
blown off the trucks. Nick, I did want to say I had been hoping for an email, I don’t believe — I
know my name was on the list to receive an email about this hearing and I don’t believe I got
one. So, you may want to look into that. We did find out about it through communications from
one of our residents. Right. Thank you.



Response 1:

Rule 0400-11-01-.04(2)(j) states that the operator must take dust control measures necessary to
prevent dust from creating a nuisance or safety hazard to adjacent landowners. The approved
facility operations manual states that dust will be controlled by using water trucks and by adding
additional stone materials in problem areas. Additionally, the approved facility engineering plans
include details regarding the wheel wash station to help prevent mud from exiting the landfill

property.

Rule 0400-11-01-.04(2)(d) states that the facility must be operated and maintained in a manner to
minimize litter. The approved facility operations manual expands on the facility’s litter control
practices to include the use of movable screens to capture wind-blown litter as well as routine litter
collection around the site by facility personnel. Any litter issues off-site can be reported to the
TDOT Litter Hotline at 1-877-854-8837 or the Knox County Solid Waste Office 865-215-5865.

Public participation records have been updated to include the residents’ contact information as it
was not previously on the Division’s distribution list. Those who wish to be added to the
distribution list and receive future notices directly from the Division may do so by contacting the
Division’s Central Office for a Mailing List Request Form at Solid. Waste@tn.gov or 615-532-
0780. Additionally, all public hearings hosted by TDEC can be found on the Department’s website
at the link below:

https://www.tn.gov/environment/calendar-of-events.html

Comment 2:

My name is [resident]. I am one of the many people to be impacted by the planned expansion of
the Riverside Landfill at 3330 Delrose Drive, Knoxville. Having lived just across the street since
the landfill’s inception, I have seen the effects of the landfill on this community. I’'m not sure if
you are aware that the landfill is not only in direct proximity to the Holston River and many houses.
It is also very close to one of the only parks in this community. While I know the owners have
tried to be good neighbors, as the landfill has increased in size, there have been problems with the
property being flooded, homeless encampments on the property grounds, and the near-constant
movement of heavy trucks in a quiet residential neighborhood. It is my belief that the people of
this community deserve the same consideration that other neighborhoods in Knoxville would
receive. I don’t think anyone would have allowed the construction of this landfill in the first place
if it would have been [located in] West Knoxville. Knoxville has a long history of discriminatory
practices and the ongoing presence of a landfill in a predominately minority neighborhood reflects
badly. Please consider denying the expansion of this facility, it is the right thing to do. Sincerely,
[resident].

Response 2:

Rule 0400-11-01-.04(2)(n) specifies that facilities must not be located in a 100-year flood-plain
unless it is demonstrated to the satisfaction of the Commissioner that:


mailto:Solid.Waste@tn.gov
https://www.tn.gov/environment/calendar-of-events.html

1. Location in the floodplain will not restrict the flow of the 100-year flood nor reduce the
temporary water storage capacity of the floodplain.

2. The facility is designed, constructed, operated, and maintained to prevent washout of any
solid waste.

This facility is not located within the 100-year flood-plain and meets the above regulatory
requirement.

Rule 0400-11-01-.04(2)(b) requires a facility to have a means to control entry at all times. Per the
approved facility operations manual, the existing facility has a natural, wooded, barrier combined
with a security fencing system which surrounds the landfill property. Additionally, the entrance is
controlled by a fence and a gate, which will be locked by facility personnel at the end of each day.
If there is evidence of a “homeless encampment” on the property, please reach out to the Knoxville
Environmental Field Office at 865-594-6035 or local law enforcement to file a complaint for
further investigation.

The comment related to the landfill’s proximity to a neighborhood, that neighborhood’s
demographics, and location within a regional area is viewed as a general non-technical statement
against the landfill expansion. TDEC has no formal response to this comment. TDEC has found
this proposal to meet all residential buffer standards or has expressed written permission to operate
with the buffer from the affected property owners. Tennessee Solid Waste Regulations do not
provide for a demonstration of need to approve or deny a permit modification.

Comment 3:

Residents of Roane County have become aware of TDEC DSWM’s tentative decision to issue a
solid waste disposal facility permit major modification for the Riverside C&D Landfill lateral
expansion. We submit that you should consider incorporating into the permit stronger conditions
to discourage disposal of wind turbine waste from other parts of the United States.

There is an active special waste profile (4712052024a) for disposal of glass fiber composite
material from Carbon Rivers, Inc. ETTP Site in Roane County. A similar profile is also in place
for Carbon Rivers to use the Chestnut Ridge Landfill and Recycling Center.

Carbon Rivers ETTP Site has been cited for numerous major violations from Recovered Material
Processing Facilities (RMPF) inspections by DSWM and from Division of Water Resources
inspections. They are understood to have been referred for an Enforcement Action Request. The
facility has received wind turbine waste from other areas of the United States and has struggled to
recycle sufficient quantity to remain within storage limits of its RMPF permit and in compliance
with environmental requirements for outdoor storage. The volume of waste from activity to limit
further accumulation or to potentially clean up the site after operations are forced to cease is a
challenge to the assurance of adequate future disposal capacity for our region.

In conclusion, we encourage TDEC DSWM to incorporate more specific and stringent conditions
into these types of permits to address issues like the one raised.



Response 3:

The Carbon Rivers ETTP site has historically used the Riverside C&D Landfill and others to
dispose of wind turbine waste in an effort to remove materials as required by a Notice of Violation
issued to Carbon Rivers, Inc. All latest records regarding the compliance status for Carbon Rivers
can be found on the Dataviewer link below:
https://dataviewers.tdec.tn.gov/dataviewers/f?p=19035:34031:::::P34031_SITE ID:171275

The permit decision on the expansion of the Riverside C&D Landfill is independent from the
compliance issues at Carbon Rivers.
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