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FACT SHEET 
 

INTENT TO ISSUE A HAZARDOUS WASTE MANAGEMENT PERMIT MODIFICATION 
 
 
Facility Name:  Befesa Zinc US Inc. 
 
Location:   199 Truck Lane 
    Rockwood, TN  37854 
 
EPA ID Number:  TND982144099 
 
Facility Owner/Operator: Befesa Zinc US Inc. 

4955 Steubenville Pike, Suite 405 
    Pittsburgh, PA 15205 
 
Facility Contact:  Mr. Don Norton 
    Director of Operations - West 
    Befesa Zinc US Inc. 
    199 Truck Route 
    Rockwood, TN 37854 
 
Unit:      Railcar Storage Unit 
 
Comment Period:  Begins: February 17, 2023 
    Ends: May 1,2023 
 
 
FACILITY DESCRIPTON 
 
Befesa Zinc US Inc. (Befesa), formerly known as American Zinc Recycling Corp (AZR) and 
Horsehead Corporation (Horsehead), is a recycling company that recovers zinc and other metals 
using high temperature metal recovery technology. The operation uses electric arc furnace (EAF) 
dust and minor quantities of other metal bearing feedstocks as sources of metal raw material. 
Most of the EAF dust is shipped from various mini-mills to the facility in fully enclosed pressure 
differential (PD) and hopper railroad cars. This EAF dust is stored in railcars at the facility prior to 
being unloaded directly into process metering bins, which are part of the recycling operation. EAF 
dust is a listed hazardous waste with a code of K061. The facility permitted storage area currently 
consists of three railroad tracks that can accommodate storage of up to 38 railcars, for a total 
storage capacity of 7,353 cubic yards. 
 
PURPOSE 
 
This fact sheet is prepared pursuant to Tennessee Rule 0400-12-01-.07(7)(d) for the draft permit 
modification developed by the Tennessee Department of Environment and Conservation (TDEC) 
Division of Solid Waste Management (DSWM). The purpose of this permitting process is to afford 
any interested persons the opportunity to evaluate the ability of the permit applicant, American 
Zinc Recycling, to properly apply the hazardous waste management storage requirements. The 
proposal is for the permit to be issued under the authority of the Tennessee Hazardous Waste 
Management Act of 1977, as amended, Tennessee Code Annotated, Section 68-212-101 et seq., 
and Tennessee Rule Chapter 0400-12-01, Hazardous Waste Management. The draft permit is 
prepared in accordance with the provisions of Tennessee Rule 0400-12-01-.07. 
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PERMIT HISTORY 
 
On January 28, 2015, Horsehead  submitted a Part A application and a Part B application on 
October 12, 2015, for a permit to store hazardous waste in railcars. DSWM public noticed the 
receipt of the application on January 13, 2016. As part of the pre-application process, Befesa 
conducted a public meeting on December 1, 2015, as announced in a public notice published on 
November 13, 2015. No comments were received at this meeting and seven members of the 
public attended this meeting. 
 
On June 15, 2017, AZR submitted a revised Part A application formerly changing the corporate 
name from Horsehead Holding to American Zinc Recycling LLC. AZR submitted a press release 
to officially announce the change effective May 1, 2017. 
 
The facility is currently operating under Hazardous Waste Permit TNHW-177. The permit became 
effective on September 24, 2019, allowing the facility to store and manage K061 waste in railcars 
for up to ten years.  
 
On June 7, 2021, AZR submitted a Class 3 permit modification to modify Permit TNHW-177 to 
add additional storage capacity in the permitted storage unit. Befesa submitted a public notice for 
the modification on June 11, 2021, announcing a public meeting to be held on June 30, 2021, to 
inform the community of the proposed changes and to facilitate meaningful input. No members of 
the public attended the meeting. No comments were received during the 60 day comment period. 
On December 1, 2022, DSWM issued a Completeness Determination for the modification. 
 
On February 22, 2022, AZR submitted a Class 2 permit modification to formally change ownership 
and corporate name from American Zinc Recycling LLC to Befesa Zinc US, Inc. Befesa submitted 
a public notice for the name change on February 25, 2022, announcing a public meeting to be 
held on March 23, 2022, to inform the community of the change of ownership and subsequent 
name change. No members of the public attended the meeting. No comments were received 
during the 60 day comment period. The modification was approved on August 9, 2022. 
 
PROPOSED PERMIT 
 
Based on the Befesa application, DSWM has drafted a permit modification for public review. The 
permit modification is proposed to be issued under the authority of Tennessee Hazardous Waste 
Management Act of 1977, as amended, Tennessee Code Annotated, Section 68-212-101 et seq., 
and Rule Chapter 0400-12-01, Hazardous Waste Management. In accordance with Rule 0400-
12-01-.07(7)(e), this public notice requires a 45-day comment period, beginning February 17, 
2023. This fact sheet has been prepared to provide additional information.  
 
The proposed permit modification would allow Befesa to expand the rail storage yard at the 
Rockwood, Tennessee plant. The expansion will add approximately 4,000 feet of track that will 
expand the storage capacity from a maximum of 38 railcars to 110 railcars, for a total storage 
capacity of 21,346 cubic yards from the current 7,372 cubic yards. 
 
COMMENTS 
 
The regulations under Rule 0400-12-01-.07(7)(e) require a 45 day comment period be instituted 
for each draft permit under the Hazardous Waste Management Act. The comment period will 
begin on March 17, 2023, which is the date of publication of the public notice in the major local 
newspaper of general circulation, and will end on May 1, 2023.  
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Electronic copies of the draft modification are available online at 
tn.gov/environment/notices/befesa-class-3 and at the DSWM Central Office on the 14th Floor of 
the Tennessee Tower, 312 Rosa L. Parks Avenue, Nashville, TN 37243 (615-532-0780). These 
materials are also available at the TDEC Knoxville Environmental Field Office, 3711 Middlebrook 
Pike, Knoxville, TN 37921 (865-594-6035).  
 
To comment on the proposal, contact Beverly Philpot in DSWM’s Central Office at the TN Tower, 
312 Rosa L. Parks Avenue, 14th Floor, Nashville, TN 37243 (615-795-1188), email 
Beverly.Philpot@tn.gov, or fax 615-532-0938. Comments must be received by 4:30 p.m. CDT, 
Monday, May 1, 2023, to ensure consideration.  
 
After considering all comments, DSWM will make a final decision to either issue or deny the permit 
modification. Notice will be given to the applicant and to each person who has submitted written 
comments or requested notice of the final decision. At the time of the final decision, a Response 
to Comment document addressing all significant input received on the proposed modification will 
be made available to the public. The final decision shall become effective upon signing by the 
Director of DSWM. 
 
If you would like to receive notices like this directly, contact the DSWM’s Central Office for a 
Mailing List Request Form. Email Solid.Waste@tn.gov or call 615-532-0780.  
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