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The Curtiss / Burks CML Quarantine Act  

• PASSED: May 20, 2004 

• APPROVED: June 8, 2004 

• EFFECTIVE: July 1, 2004 
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“Clandestine Meth Lab Quarantine Law” 
 

T.C.A. § 68-212- Part 5 
 

• Title 68 – Health, Safety, and Environmental Protection 

• Chapter 212 – Hazardous Waste Management 

• Part 5 – Property Where Methamphetamine 
Manufactured 

• http://www.lexisnexis.com/hottopics/tncode/ 
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68-212-504. RULES 
 

The commissioner is authorized to 
promulgate rules concerning the 
inspection, testing, and quarantine of 
property affected by this part. 
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The cleanup standard for 
methamphetamine on “any hard 
surface” was set at 0.1 µg/100 cm 2 
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One Sweet’N Low packet is equal to 1 gram 

 

0.1 µg/100 cm2 is equivalent to spreading that 
one gram packet over an area 25 acres in size 

 

 

 

 

 

       OR………. 
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19 ¼ Football Fields 
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In 2009, the State of California 
developed a risk-based standard 
of 1.5 µg/100 cm2 considering  
post-abatement residential 
exposure to a 6-24 month old 
infant/toddler 
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Tennessee is moving away from the 0.1 µg as a 
cleanup standard for methamphetamine in favor 
of the 1.5 µg health  based standard  

• The standard is 1.5 µg/100 cm2 for structures 
not meant for continuous human habitation 

• The standards for Volatile Organic 
Compounds, Lead, and Mercury will remain 
the same 

 

We are keeping the 0.10 µg/100 cm2 as a 
screening concentration. If no pre-abatement 
samples are collected, the property is presumed 
contaminated 
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• Definitions Section 

• Provision for salvaging and releasing “surfaces, 
items, articles, and materials” on a site specific 
basis 
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• Instituting Fees and Insurance 

 

• Disciplinary Process detailed for 
Revocation or Suspension of 
Certification or Authorization for 
Specialists and Contractors 
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Variance for Property Owner to 
Perform Remediation 

• Owner can petition the State for authorization 
to clean up their property 

▫ Only under very specific circumstances 

▫ Must undergo training 

▫ Must hire a CIH or Specialist first 

▫ Certificate of Fitness is still required from a 
CIH or Specialist 
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Certificate of Demolition for Disposal 
of Construction and Demolition 

Debris 
• Issued by CIH or Specialist for properties 

scheduled for demolition  

▫ Will allow disposal of C&D debris (brick, 
sheetrock, wood, etc) in a Class IV landfill 
instead of a Class I 

▫ Must have representative  samples <1.5 
µg/100 cm2 (pre- or post-abatement) 

▫ No staining, chemical contamination 

▫ Home contents removed and disposed of in 
Class I LF as appropriate 
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Chris Andel 

Chris.Andel@tn.gov 

865-594-5444 
 


