
Where are we going and how do we 
get there? 



About The Presenter 

“We believe smart growth 
solutions support thriving 
businesses and jobs, 
provide more options for 
how people get around and 
make it more affordable to 
live near work and the 
grocery store. Our coalition 
works with communities to 
fight sprawl and save 
money.” 
--Geoff Anderson, President 

and CEO 

Director of Strategic Partnerships 
Smart Growth America 
 
 
 
 
@erikalyoung 
eyoung@smartgrowthamerica.org 



Smart Growth America advocates for people who 
want to live and work in great neighborhoods.  

“We believe smart growth 
solutions support thriving 
businesses and jobs, 
provide more options for 
how people get around and 
make it more affordable to 
live near work and the 
grocery store. Our coalition 
works with communities to 
fight sprawl and save 
money.” 
--Geoff Anderson, President 

and CEO 



Smart Growth America’s Mission 
Building on SGA’s 20-yr history of advancing great policies 

Our Mission 

Economic 
Prosperity 

Environmental 
Sustainability 

Socially 
Equitable 

Work hand-in-hand with communities to 
build thriving communities, strong 
economies, and transportation networks 
that are accessible and affordable for all 
people. 
  
SGA focuses on strategic investments and 
innovative partnerships that meet local 
demand for housing, transportation, and 
a high quality of life by advancing triple 
bottom line outcomes. 



Smart Growth America’s Programs 

   
   

      



T4A’s Mission 

Transportation for America is an alliance of elected, 

business and civic leaders from communities across the 

country, united to ensure that states and the federal 

government step up to invest in smart, homegrown, locally-

driven transportation solutions — because these are the 

investments that hold the key to our future economic 

prosperity. 



• Started in 2008 as a campaign to reform the federal 
transportation law 

• Amassed 500+ supporter organizations 
• 45,000 active grassroots network 
• Released platform for change 
• Wound up with MAP-21 
 

T4A’s Beginnings 



Guiding Principles 



Beyond Traffic: The Smart City Challenge 



Key Takeaways From  
US DOT’s Smart City Challenge 

• Cities are really excited  

• Too focused on the tech  

• We need to be intentional about equity and accessibility 

• Entrepreneurial cultural shift is necessary 

• Understanding available and emerging technologies 

• The 20th century regulatory framework no longer applies 

• They want to work together 



SMART CITIES COLLABORATIVE 



T4A’s Smart Cities Collaborative 

Includes: 

• 16 cities 

• 32 agencies 

• 57 participants 

*Including Nashville & Chattanooga 



Technical Assistance Areas 

Automated Vehicles 

Data Analytics 

Shared Mobility 



Smart Cities Collaborative Outcomes 

Open sourcing 

their experience 

and process 

Developing 

model 

policies 

Launching a 

pilot project 



Where are Cities Struggling? 

• Problem Identification and Outcome Generation 

• Regional Coordination 

• Integration of Smart City Projects 

• Community Engagement 

• Funding 



It’s the Wild West Out There 



• On-Demand Local Bus Service 

• Wanted to reinvent public bus service 

• Recently folded due to lack of private 

funding 

• Is this a cautionary tale for cities? 

• Where should a public entity sit on the 

innovation cycle? 

 

It’s the Wild West Out There 



Scenario 1 



Scenario 2 



What Kind of City do you Want to be? 



National Smart City Consortium 



Benefits of membership: 
• Work with T4A to create the next generation of 

transportation investments 
• Create real progress in your community 
• Connect with a diverse set of peers all reaching to solve 

the similar challenges 
• Raise the profile of your region and organization as 

leaders 
 

Why Join T4A? 



T4A’s members are cities, counties, non-profit 
organizations and businesses of various shapes and 
sizes. 

T4A’s Members Include: 



Erika Young 

Director of Strategic Partnerships 

Smart Growth America 

eyoung@smartgrowthamerica.org 

THANK YOU 
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