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Purpose of the Hazardous Waste Matrix Tool 
 

• Tool to assist generators in navigating the TN Regulations to 
determine if a material is a solid waste and to make an 
accurate hazardous waste determination.  

 
• Provides immediate access to key regulations associated with 

waste stream determination 
  

Important Note  
Waste generators are responsible for the complete and accurate 

evaluation of generated waste streams. Use/evaluation through the 
Matrix is not all inclusive and is NOT a substitution for review and 
evaluation of compliance with all applicable laws and regulations. 



How The Tool Works? 
 
• Leads Generators through a Flow Chart model for 

determining if a material is a solid waste and if a solid waste is 
a hazardous waste by answering specific questions about the 
waste. 
 

• Along the way, the Generator has immediate access to drop 
down menus denoted by arrows which open specific 
regulations and regulatory definitions.  
 

• Also on each page is a link to the full set of regulations. 
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Flow Chart Establishes Six Major Steps in the 
Process 

 
– Step 1  : Determine if Material is a Solid Waste including evaluation 

  of exclusions 
 
– Step 2  : Determine if Waste is a Hazardous Waste 
  (Listed and/or Characteristic)  

  
– Step 3  : Check for Hazardous Waste exclusions 
 
Steps 4 – 6    Identify and Document waste/material evaluation 
 
– Step 4  : Document Material is not a Solid Waste  

 
– Step 5  :  Document Non-Hazardous Determination 

 
– Step 6  : Document Hazardous Waste Determination  

   



Where can the Tool be found? 

 
 

The Hazardous Waste Determination Matrix Tool will be 
posted on DSWM’s Website at: 

 
www.tn.gov/environment/hwd 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.tn.gov/environment/hwd










Prior to Using the Tool – Know Your Waste 

Generators must be knowledgeable regarding chemical 
characteristics of the waste, chemicals used in the process, 

the process generating the waste, point of waste generation, 
contaminates, and any other situations that could cause the 

waste to be hazardous as defined by the TN Regulations.  
 

 A hazardous waste determination must be made at the 
point of generation before any dilution, mixing, or other 

alteration of the waste occurs. 
 

 When a waste must be sampled, generators much ensure 
that all samples are representative of the waste stream and 

that appropriate test methods are followed. 



Conclusion 
• The Matrix is a Tool to assist in the navigation of the 

hazardous waste regulations and the hazardous waste 
determination process. 

 
• Provides immediate access to key regulations, and provides a 

step-by-step process to assist generators during the waste 
stream evaluation process. 

 
• Generators must thoroughly evaluate the properties and 

origin of the waste to properly utilize the Matrix.  
 
• Generators of Hazardous Waste are responsible for making 

accurate hazardous waste determinations. 
 


	The Hazardous Waste Determination Matrix �A Tool to Assist the Regulated Community� 
	Purpose of the Hazardous Waste Matrix Tool
	How The Tool Works?
	Slide Number 4
	Flow Chart Establishes Six Major Steps in the Process
	Where can the Tool be found?
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Prior to Using the Tool – Know Your Waste
	Conclusion

