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Policy Purpose

• Explains what DSWM expects to see in the Part IIa application 
(Rule 0400-11-01-.04-(9)a – Hydrogeological Report)

• Replaces:
– 1993 draft Hydrogeologic Investigation Guidance Document
– 1993 draft Carbonate Rock Investigation Guidance Policy

• More comprehensive and up-to-date than earlier guidance

• Based on experience gained from 30+ years of reviewing 
hydrogeological reports, including the most problematic 
aspects of those investigations



Primary Users

• Consultants performing hydrogeological investigations

• Owners/Operators supervising consultants

• DSWM personnel coordinating with consultants and 
reviewing hydrogeological reports

• The public, who may want to understand what DSWM 
expects in hydrogeological investigations



Policy Highlights

• Clearly stated as policy/guidance, not rule (avoids “musts” 
and “shalls” except when referencing the Rule)

• Divided into two major sections:
– Investigation Elements
– Hydrogeological Report Contents

• Stresses importance of pre-investigation coordination 
with DSWM personnel

• Emphasizes coordination between geologists and 
engineers (Part IIa and IIb documents)

• Provides more guidance regarding soil boring 
density/spacing and use of piezometers (abandons 
former “triangular grid pattern” language)



Policy Highlights cont’d

• Emphasizes the importance of identifying and 
characterizing perched groundwater vs. uppermost 
aquifer

• Revises guidance on karst terrane, eliminating out-of-date 
references and discussion of bedrock roof collapse 

• Provides detailed, Rule-cited guidance on the contents of 
the investigation report

• Recommends including or cross-referencing in the report 
other landfill siting requirements that may be related to 
hydrogeology or hydrogeology-related engineering 
(including some Part IIb requirements) so that the report 
can be reviewed expeditiously



Public Comment Period

• Draft policy was posted on the DSWM website for public 
comment beginning May 5, 2025

• No comments received



Next Steps

• Upon Board approval, the document will be signed and 
published

• Will be added to the Solid Waste Program Policy and 
Guidance Manual



Questions and Discussion
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