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Agenda

• Small Business Environmental Assistance Program 
(SBEAP)
– Who 
– What

• How do we provide assistance?

• Resources for you!



Tennessee Department of Environment and Conservation (TDEC)

Agency Organization

Conservation

Parks and Recreation

Environment

Regulatory Divisions

Waste, Water, Air, UST, Mining, 
Radiological, Remediation

Operations, Strategy, 
Engagement

Communications, Policy, 
Engagement

Stakeholder Engagement

Small Business Environmental 
Assistance Program

Mission
Protect, improve, 

and conserve 
environment and 

human health and 
safety



Small Business Environmental Assistance Program (SBEAP)

Ginna McWhirter Donovan Grimwood Crystal Warren



Small Business Environmental Assistance Program

√ Less than 100 employees
√ Not a major source of air emissions
√ Not a large quantity generator of 

hazardous waste



Small Business Environmental Assistance Program

Technical 
Assistance

Permit 
Assistance

Compliance

Outreach/T
raining

Explain 
complex regs

And more!



Other great qualities not listed in the name…

• Assistance is

– There is no 
charge for asking for help.

• Assistance is

– No information is shared 
with regulatory divisions



Who asks SBEAP for help?

• Manufacturing

• Agribusiness

• Autobody Shop

• Sawmill and Woodworking

• Consultants

• Asphalt and Concrete

237 clients 
assisted in 

2024



How to we provide 
assistance?



SBEAP and Client Communication

Make Contact

Request 
Determination

Research and 
Data Collection

Address Request



Example SBEAP and Client Communication

Referral from permit renewal 
letter

Surface coating renewal

Collect paint spray booth 
information, paints used, 

amounts, SDS

Calculate emissions, enter 
information into application 

and provide to client



SBEAP offers unique advantages

• Quick regulatory division communication
• Have additional tools
• National network
• Small Business advocate in SBEAP!
• Free

• We can’t
– Keep records for facility
– Perform testing/sampling
– Design and plant layout advice
– Purchasing advice



How does SBEAP help small businesses?

Saves time Saves money

Reduces stress Protects the environment



Finding resources



Social Media



Social Media – Facebook and Twitter



E-newsletter



In summary, 
TDEC and the SBEAP are resources and drivers of 

environmental and economic success, not just regulators

800-734-3619 | bgSBEAP@tn.gov



Keep up with us!
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