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Tennessee Textbook Commission
Agenda Item 3b:  
Change in Textbook Adoption Cycle Proposal
June 11, 2019


Background Information

The state textbook adoption process provides for a solicitation and review of textbooks and instructional materials in each content area once within a six-year cycle that results on a state approved list in that content area. Currently, Section E (English Language Arts and specific CTE courses) is under review, and Section F (Mathematics and specific CTE courses) is slated to occur in 2020-21. This current adoption timeline creates several challenges for districts:
· It places two major adoptions (ELA and math) in back-to-back years, requiring districts to make two major purchases without adequate time for planning and budgeting
· It does not provide adequate time to allow elementary teachers to learn and implement new textbooks and instructional materials in ELA before having to learn and implement new materials in math.  
· Finally, state law requires a standards review for each core content area every six years. Due to the off-cycle adoption of the Tennessee Academic Standards in 2016, the current cycle of standards revisions for math would occur after new materials have been adopted and purchased during the 2021-22 cycle, creating misalignment between any newly adopted standards and the textbooks and instructional materials adopted by districts. 

Proposed Solution 

In order to address the challenges described above, the department is proposing to delay the math textbook and instructional materials adoption for two years. This would modify the adoption timelines as follows:





	Current Adoption Cycle
	Classroom Implementation Year

	Section A: CTE only
Section B: CTE only
Section C: Science, P.E./Wellness, Fine Arts, and CTE
Section D: Social Studies, World   Languages, and CTE
Section E: English Language Arts and CTE
Section F: Math and CTE

Note: A handful of CTE courses are scheduled for each section, but Sections A and B are CTE courses only.
	2016-17: CTE only
2017-18: CTE only
2018-19: Science, P.E./Wellness, Fine Arts, and CTE
2019-20: Social Studies, World Languages, and CTE
2020-21: English Language Arts and CTE
2021-22: Math and CTE






	Proposed Adoption Cycle
	Classroom Implementation Year

	Section A: CTE only
Section B: Math and CTE
Section C: Science, P.E./Wellness, Fine Arts, and CTE
[bookmark: _GoBack]Section D: Social Studies, World Languages, and CTE
Section E: English Language Arts and CTE
Section F: CTE only


	2022-23: CTE only
2023-24: Math and CTE
2024-25: Science, P.E./Wellness, Fine Arts, and CTE
2025-26: Social Studies, World Languages, and CTE
2026-27: English Language Arts and CTE
2027-28: CTE only





Additionally, the department will work with the State Board of Education to initiate a math standards review during the 2019-20 school year with approval on final reading from the state board no later than December 2020 in order to ensure that math textbooks are fully aligned to standards throughout their six-year life cycle.


Textbook Contracts 
Pursuant to T.C.A. § 49-6-2203(a), “The commission may make contracts with the publishers for a period of no less than thirty-six (36) months nor more than seventy-three (73) months. The commission may extend any existing contracts entered after April 27, 1984, for one (1) additional year if it notifies the affected publishers at least one (1) year prior to the beginning of the extension period.” If the proposed delay is approved by the commission there would be a one year gap between the current contract and any newly executed contract.  

Impact

If approved, this change in the adoption cycle will:
· support a strong implementation of English language arts curriculum, allowing teachers time to learn and refine instruction with these new materials;  
· enable districts to plan and budget more effectively to support two major textbook adoptions over a four-year span, rather than the current two;
· allow the department and State Board to realign the cycle of standards revisions and textbook adoption; and
· require communication with publishers, districts, and schools to announce the change in cycle and provide guidance for planning purposes.
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