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ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS SCREENING INSTRUMENT
Etymology
	SECTION I
Alignment to Shifts
Materials must meet 100% of indicators in Section I.

	The instructional shifts are key to understanding the increased rigor of the standards. They reflect the skills and knowledge students need to be successful in the postsecondary or workforce arena. In an English language arts course, students should experience: regular practice with complex text and its academic vocabulary; reading and writing grounded in evidence from both literary and informational text; and building knowledge through content-rich literary and informational text.

	Shift
	Yes
	No
	Evidence/Notes

	Text Complexity: Materials ensure students engage in regular practice with complex text and its academic vocabulary.
	
	
	

	Evidence: Materials ensure that reading, writing, and speaking are grounded in evidence from text.
	
	
	

	Knowledge: Materials are specifically chosen to build knowledge through content-rich texts. 
	
	
	

	Additional comments on Section I: Shifts in Instruction:




	Materials meet 100% alignment with Section I: Shifts in Instruction?

This means that all boxes in this section were marked “Yes” and no boxes were marked “No”.  If any “No” boxes are marked, then this program does not pass.
	Yes
	No
	

	
	
	
	





	SECTION II
Alignment to Etymology Standards
Materials must meet at least 80% of indicators in Section II.

	The instructional materials represent alignment with the Etymology Standards and explicitly focus teaching and learning on the course standards, at the rigor necessary for students to reach mastery.  Tennessee expects the full breadth and depth of the standards to be taught in an integrated and spiraled manner throughout the school year.

	
ETYMOLOGY STANDARDS

	Meets Expectations?
	Evidence/Notes

	
	Yes
	No
	

	E.1 Trace how the English language has changed from its origins to present day.
	
	
	

	E.2 Trace how American English became uniquely identifiable from other countries and how history shaped regionalisms throughout the country.
	
	
	

	E.3 Explore how history, social, political, and economic pressured shape the language.
	
	
	

	E.4 Understand how to research language origins and the impacts on language development.
	
	
	

	E.5 Study how English words and word families are derived from their Latin and Greek origins.
	
	
	

	E.6 Study the connotative and denotative meanings of words in a variety of contexts.
	
	
	

	
LINGUISTICS STANDARDS

	Meets Expectations?
	Evidence/Notes

	
	Yes
	No
	

	L.1 Morphology: Words and morphemes
	
	
	

	L.2 Morphology: Neologisms
	
	
	

	L.3 Morphology: Inflections, Derivations, Exceptions
	
	
	

	L.4 Phonetics: Study speech sounds and their physiological production and acoustic qualities
	
	
	

	L.5 Phonology: External Organization
	
	
	

	L.6 Syntax: Competence/performance, structure & ambiguity
	
	
	

	L.7 Syntax: Discovering structure through formulating grammatical rules
	
	
	

	L.8 Syntax: Constituent structure & tree diagrams
	
	
	

	L.9 Syntax: Transformations
	
	
	

	L.10 Syntax: Phrase structure rules
	
	
	

	Additional comments about alignment to course standards:

	Materials meet at least 80% alignment with Section II: Etymology Standards.

This means that no more than 3 boxes were marked “No”.  If more than 3“No” boxes are marked, then this program does not pass.
	Yes
	No
	

	
	
	
	






	SECTION III
High-Quality Instruction: Unit Design, Text Sets, Questions, and Tasks
Materials meet at least 80% of indicators in Section III.

	Standards are taught in an integrated fashion to support students in developing proficiency as readers and writers as they make meaning of texts through reading, writing, speaking and listening. Instructional decisions for standards instruction centers on the texts that have been selected to strategically build students’ knowledge, and the standards are spiraled throughout the year to promote continued practice and application with ever increasing text complexity.

	[bookmark: _GoBack]Indicator
	Yes
	No
	Evidence/Notes	

	a. Units are built around a topic, concept, or theme and include essential questions and enduring understandings.
	
	
	

	b. Texts used for core instruction must be authentic and previously published, and any commissioned texts are of publishable quality.
	
	
	

	b. Materials provide high-quality texts from diverse, multicultural, and global perspectives (e.g. gender, cultural, age, geographical) while appealing to students’ interests.
	
	
	

	e. Materials include texts that are culturally relevant and/or are reflective of the varied experiences of adolescents.
	
	
	

	f. Materials include multiple opportunities for students to engage in repeated reads of a text with varying purposes for each reading (i.e. close reading).
	
	
	

	g. Explicit vocabulary instruction includes morphology and Latin or Greek roots.
	
	
	

	h. Materials embed regular opportunities for students to engage in writing as they respond to reading, synthesize learning, and explain their thinking.
	
	
	

	i. Within and across units, writing assignments, including both shorter on-demand writing, and lengthier, recursive, process-based writing, progress in breadth, depth, and development as delineated in the standards.
	
	
	

	j. Writing tasks are balanced across writing modes (narrative, informative/explanatory, argument). 
	
	
	

	k. Materials provide instruction in specific academic language and structures associated with different modes of writing (e.g. use of flashback in narrative, chronological vs. descriptive techniques in informative/explanatory, and rhetoric in opinion/argumentative).
	
	
	

	l. Instruction in conventions, syntax, and style is direct and contextual (mentor texts), increases in sophistication, and is applied to authentic writing experiences.  
	
	
	

	m. Lessons promote academic discussions around appropriate grade-level concepts and texts and include listening and speaking prompts to strengthen students’ ability to listen to and respond in increasingly sophisticated ways with relevant evidence.
	
	
	

	n. Units and lessons clearly consider student learning differences in the design of instruction, activities, and the classroom environment to provide access for all students, including English learners, students with disabilities, and students performing below grade level.
	
	
	
	

	o. Formative and summative assessments are embedded throughout instructional materials and include multiple methods to measure what students know and are able to do.  Possible formats include, but are not limited to, checks for understanding, pre-assessments, student self-assessments, selected response (multiple choice, multiple select), constructed responses (short and extended), performance tasks, open-ended questions, etc.
	
	
		

	p. Publisher-produced assessment alignment documents clearly indicate which standards are being addressed by specific questions, tasks, and assessment items.
	
	
	

	Additional comments about Section III: High-Quality Instruction:









	Materials meet at least 80% alignment with Section III: High-Quality instruction?

This means no more than 3 indicators were marked “No” in Section III.

	Yes
	No
	

	
	

	
	





	SECTION IV: Additional Components
These components are areas that districts consider when making purchasing decisions to meet the unique needs of their districts. Although these additional components do not prevent publishers from being on the state-approved adoption list, they do provide districts with additional information to use during their decision-making process.

	Teacher Support	
	Yes
	No
	Evidence/Notes

	a. The teacher edition provides background information about previously published texts, including author, content, context, and information about illustrations, if any, to support teacher delivery of lessons.
	
	
	

	b. Course standards and learning objectives in teacher edition are explicitly and readily identifiable.
	
	
	

	c. When appropriate, concepts/topic and/or enduring understandings are connected to grade-level content from other Tennessee Academic Standards (e.g., science, social studies, health, fine arts). Standards connections are clearly documented.
	
	
	

	d. Lessons include teacher think-alouds to model appropriate application of literacy skills.
	
	
	

	e. The teacher edition provides guidance to support teachers in identifying student misconceptions that may prevent student mastery of the course standards.
	
	
	

	f. The program includes extensions for advanced students already meeting mastery and/or students with high interest.
	
	
	

	g. Extended learning opportunities (e.g., homework) should reinforce classroom instruction and provide additional practice of skills that have already been taught.
	
	
	

	h. The teacher edition provides suggestions in daily lessons or units of instruction on appropriate opportunities for formative assessments and adjusting lessons if necessary.
	
	
	

	i. Materials provide protocols (e.g., cooperative talk structures) for text-based discussions.
	
	
	

	j. Materials promote use of multimedia and technology to enhance teaching and learning of Tennessee English Language Arts Standards.
	
	
	

	Monitoring Student Progress

	k. Materials provide scoring guides and tools such rubrics, portfolios, teacher observation checklist, and anchor papers.
	
	
	

	l. Materials include quarterly benchmark assessments aligned to the course standards.
	
	
	

	m. Materials include tools, routines, and guidance that allow for the monitoring of student progress.
	
	
	

	n. Materials include suggestions and tools to keep students and parents informed about students’ progress.
	
	
	

	Organization	

	o. Content is sufficient to provide instruction across the school year and includes daily lessons organized into coherent units of study.
	
	
	

	p. Units and instructional sequences are coherent and organized in a logical manner that build upon knowledge and skills learned in prior grade levels or earlier in the grade.
	
	
	

	q. Program components, lesson plans, and the relationships among the parts are clear.
	
	
	

	r. Program materials provide a logical scope and sequence aligned with the course standards for the academic instructional year.
	
	
	

	s. Each lesson contains a list of required materials.
	
	
	

	t. Lessons, chapters, and units contain estimated instructional times.  
	
	
	

	u. Student materials provide for individual students to have access to text (classroom sets of texts and/or digital platform texts).
	
	
	

	v. Teacher and student materials include an overview of chapters, table of contents, indexes, and glossaries that contain important ELA terms.
	
	
	

	w. Materials contain an explanation of the research behind the program, including instructional approaches within the program. 
	
	
	

	x. Materials include a list of the course standards in the teacher’s guide.
	
	
	

	Additional Comments about Section IV: Additional Components
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