
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

State Interagency Coordinating Council for Tennessee’s Early Intervention System  
 

January  23, 2018  
9 a.m. –  12  a.m. (CST)  

 
Meeting Minutes  

ICC  Members in Attendance  
Ned Solomon  –  TN Council on Developmental Disabilities  
Jessica Mullins  –  Dept. of Mental Health  
Belva Weathersby  –  Head Start  
William Hines  –  Tenn Care  
Rebecca Aslinger  –  Parent Representative  
Gary Smith –  DOE  
Catherine Knowles  - MNPS  
Brad Turner –  Parent  
Pablo Juarez  –  TRIAD  
Jacqueline Johnson –  TDH  
Vickie Trice  –  TDCI  
Jessica Beaver  –  TLC  
Kim Wingate  - UTC  

ICC Guests in  Attendance  
Linda Hartbarger  –  TEIS  
Catherine Goodwin –  TEIS  
Anita Teague  –  CDC  
Elizabeth Hailey  –  TEIS  
Regina Bowman –  TEIS  
Shannon Pargin –  TEIS  
Claudia Weber  –  TEIS  
Serena Blanton –  TEIS  
Jenny Patterson - TEIS  
Dave Williams  –  TEIS  
Kendra Wurm-TEIS  
Charmaine Sego  –  Project Memphis  
Heather Higgins  –  First Steps  
Lisa Manis  –  Physical Therapy Services  
Diana Burton  –  TEIS  
Katie Gentry  –  TEIS  



 

    
 

Susan Rollyson –  TNAAP  
Gina Lynette  –  STEP  
JoAnn Hinkle  –  TEIS  
Michele Valadie  –  Signal Centers  
Amanda Dunlap  - MTSU  
Jeanna McCloud  - TEIS  
John Hall  –  TEIS  
Dinah Montague  –  SRVS  
Jill Rogers  –  LEAD  
Jena Johnson –  TEIS  
Jamie Singer –  PTS  
Lara Hunter  –  Project Memphis  
Deidra Love –  Siskin  
Ashley Vogel –  TRIAD  
Kimberly Ketron  –  TEIS  
Sharon Waterfield  –  Infant Stimulation  
Joan Kennedy  –  TEIS  
Charmaine Woods  –  TEIS  
Amy Jenkins  –  TEIS  
Liz  McMahon  –  Brightsong/SRVS  
Georgia Garrett  –  TEIS  
 
Meeting  
SICC  Chair  Ned Solomon  opened today’s meeting  with introductions of SICC  members, guests  
and lead agency staff.   
 
Approval of  July  Agenda and  Meeting Minutes  
Agenda was approved  by Belva Weathersby  and  Brad Turner.  Minutes were  approved  by Jessica  
Beaver and Catherine Knowles.  
 
ICC Business  
Member Vacancies  –  Brad Turner plans to  reach out to  an individual  who may have  interest in 
serving as a  Legislative representative  on a  3 year term.  
Kim  Wingate inquired about her term expiration date and stated her interest in continuing on as  
a member.  
Claudia Weber  stated that Dr. Deanna Bell is unable to attend meetings and has encouraged  a  
replacement as  medical provider.  A  review of all term expiration dates  will be provided prior to  
the next meeting.   
Pablo Juarez stated that he may be able to assist in recruiting a new medical provider  who  can 
attend  most meetings.  
There are two new TNDOE legislative liaisons to the Governor’s  office who replaced  Josh Warren  
and can help with filling vacancies or  extending terms.  
 
TEIS Agency Reporting  –  TEIS Updates  
Linda Hartbarger  

• Barbara Thomas, District Administrator with the TEIS Southeast office retired after 16 
years of service. 



 

    
  

     
        
    

    
      

 
    

 
    
     

    
  

   
     

 
     

  
 

 
 

  
 

  
 

 
  

  
   

   
  

   
    

   
  

 
  

 
   

 
   

  
   

    
 

  

• Catherine Pippin will serve as the new District Administrator in the TEIS Chattanooga 
office beginning February 16. Catherine was previously a Service Coordinator with TEIS. 

• A legislative request for approval of 30 Service Coordinators is in the Governor’s office 
and was added to the budget in the “other” category. If approved hiring could begin 
effective July 1 2018. 

• Jena Johnson is now the Program Coordinator for the TEIS Southwest office. 
• Jenny Patterson has begun her new role as the District Administrator for the TEIS 

Northwest office. 
• Statistical Analyst 3 position candidate has been identified and will be housed in the TEIS 

Central office. 
• Claudia Weber, Early Childhood Consultant with TEIS will be retiring on February 28. 
• TennCare update – Continued discussions regarding a possible agreement with the 

Bureau of TennCare for Medicaid reimbursement for the developmental therapy 
provided by the early interventionists in the home for TEIS eligible children who also meet 
TennCare eligibility requirements. This would also free up funding that could be used to 
provide other services to meet the continued growth in the system. Would include TEIS 
eligible children and children eligible for TennCare. 

• Part C Application update – Will post on website February 3 for comment and is due to 
OSEP April 21. After receiving Federal award dollars there is a period of 27 months in 
which to spend down that money. 

Catherine Goodwin 
Annual Performance Report (APR) 
Part C Monitoring Coordinator Catherine Goodwin provided a handout with information 
summarizing FFY 2016-17 Annual Performance Report (APR) indicator results against federal and 
state targets. 

TEIS has continued to experience growth in the number of children served. In reviewing data 
since FFY 2005, the beginning of the State Performance Plan (SPP)/APR reporting cycle, FFY 2016 
was the second year Tennessee met its state target (0.89%) for number of infants served (birth to 
age one year) through TEIS, Indicator 5. There were 909 (1.07%) infants with an Individualized 
Family Service Plan (IFSP) on Dec. 1, 2016. TEIS continued to move closer to its state target 
(2.37%) for numbers of infants and toddler’s served (birth through 2 years), Indicator 6. In FFY 
2016 there were 5,507 (2.23%) children with IFSPs on Dec. 1, 2016. It is believed that State 
Systemic Improvement Plan (SSIP) work for the improvement strategy on eligibility procedures is 
having an impact on numbers of children served. Information related to TEIS growth will be 
provided in the State Systemic Improvement Plan (SSIP) Phase III, Year 2 Report, due April 1, 
2018. 

Additional data and information were shared and discussed with SICC membership and 
attending visitors specific to two areas: 

1) Indicator 4, family survey. TEIS proposed adjusting state targets to stay level with the FFY 
2016 targets for the remaining 2017 and 2018 APR reporting cycle. It is thought that 
continued modifications in survey dissemination methodology to achieve improved 
survey response rates and representativeness has impacted data the past four years. This 
was when TEIS changed its family survey to the Early Childhood Outcomes Family Outcomes 
Survey Revised (ECO FOS-R) side B. A copy of the family survey was provided at the meeting. 
TEIS believed it appropriate to pursue stable/level targets for the remaining two years as 



 

 
  

   
  

   

  
  

 
    

   
 

     
 

 
 

 
   

    
  

   
  

   
   

   
     

      
    

  
      

 
  
      

 
 

  
 

data collection methods have been and will continue to be modified to achieve 
improvements sought. Stakeholders made suggestions for alternative data collection 
methods during the meeting as possible ways to improve survey collection. 

2) Indicator 3, early childhood outcomes (ECO). TEIS proposed to re-set its baseline and ad-
just state targets for FFY 2017 through 2018 after a review of current and historical state 
data and consideration of national data. Improvements to ECO data collection the past 
four years have now fully transitioned to one method for the collection of both entrance 
and exit data collection—the administration of the Assessment, Evaluation and Program-
ming System for Infants and Children (AEPS). Due to data fluctuations that are anticipated, it 
is believed re-setting baseline at this time will be more reflective of current performance 
as one method is now used for the collection of ECO ratings. 

The APR will be posted on the TEIS website in April after the federal period of clarification is 
completed. Currently the past two APRs (2014-15 and 2015-16) are posted on the website at 
https://www.tn.gov/education/early-learning/tennessee-early-intervention-system-teis.html. 

Shannon Pargin 
• TEIS Memphis Delta office has been partnering with Early Success Coalition (ESC) on 

“Project Connect” designed to improve service delivery to children and families in three 
targeted zip codes in Memphis. The Early Success Coalition works with multiple child-
serving agencies in the area to improve child outcomes. They also provide training and 
support for childcare centers to utilize the Ages and Stages Questionnaire (ASQ) and Ages 
and Stages Questionnaire-Social Emotional (ASQ-SE), TEIS has worked with ESC to 
coordinate referrals between childcare centers and TEIS. 

• Improvement of engagement with families from low socioeconomic areas is a desired 
goal of Project Connect. Results from the first year showed an improved retention of 
families within the first year of referral. Based on the success of the online referral form 
utilized by Early Success Coalition to TEIS, a statewide online referral form is in process. A 
presentation of the findings of the first year of the collaboration between TEIS and Early 
Success Coalition to the Tennessee Young Child Wellness Council is on Jan. 24, 2018. 

Amy Jenkins/Rene Bard 
• EIRA update – Doing agency visits throughout the state. Setting focus on IFSP team 

function. 

Presentation on Project Brain at the April 24 meeting. 

Adjourn  
Adjournment a t 12:00  p.m.  
 
Next  SICC Meeting  
April 24, 2018  
9 a.m.–12 p.m. (CST)  
Goodwill Industries  –  937 Herman Street, Nashville 37208  

https://www.tn.gov/education/early-learning/tennessee-early-intervention-system-teis.html
https://www.tn.gov/education/early-learning/tennessee-early-intervention-system-teis.html



