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Tennessee’s Preschool Continuum of Services

Overview

This tool provides a structured continuum of preschool settings and service delivery options, organized from least
restrictive to most restrictive environments. It helps individualized education program (IEP) teams make thoughtful,
data-driven placement decisions that support meaningful progress for each child while emphasizing the principle of
the least restrictive environment (LRE) and individualized planning.

Preschool Setting and Service
Delivery Description

Educational
Environment Code

Consideration for IEP Teams

Public or nonpublic general education
preschool program with the majority
(50% or more) of the special education
and related services integrated in the
general education setting

A1: Enrolled at least
10 hours per week

B1: Enrolled less
than 10 hours per
week

e What supports, accommodations, or
embedded interventions would enable the
child to access routines, activities, and
instruction alongside peers?

Public or nonpublic general education
preschool program with the majority
(50% or more) of the special education
and related services in the special
education setting

A2: Enrolled at least
10 hours per week

B2: Enrolled less
than 10 hours per
week

e What is the minimum amount of targeted
pull-out or small group instruction required
for the child to make meaningful progress?

e How has the team considered the impact of
missed general education instruction?
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Preschool Setting and Service
Delivery Description

Educational
Environment Code

Consideration for IEP Teams

Separate special education classroom
(i.e., comprehensive preschool)

C1: Special
education
classroom

e Does the child require modified instruction
that replaces general education instruction?

e What data demonstrates that this level of
removal is necessary for the child to make
meaningful progress?

Separate school

C2: Separate school

e What data shows the child requires
specialized programs, equipment, or
personnel beyond what the local school can
provide to make meaningful progress?

Residential facility

C3: Residential

e What data shows the child requires 24-hour

facility therapeutic or educational support to make
meaningful progress?
Home D1: Home e What data shows the child cannot participate

in a school-based setting, even with
supplementary aids and services?

Service provider location, including
drop-in services

D2: Service provider
location or some
other location that
is not in any other
category

e How is the need for services in a provider
setting directly related to the child’s
educational goals?

e What evidence shows this location is
necessary for meaningful progress?
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