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Phase II1: 2017-18 School Year

Throughout winter and spring 2018, progress has continued through trainings completed around the
department's second improvement strategy of ensuring special education is the most intensive
intervention in a continuum of service model. As shared in the fall update, this strategy is being
coupled with foundation laid in the 2016-17 school year for the first improvement strategy of increasing
access to core instruction. The 28 districts in the participating cohort are currently completing their spring
trainings for the school year and identifying possible schools/educators to which the activities might be
expanded in the coming school year.

Feedback from the trainings has been positive based on survey responses, although there have been
some slight declines in the percentages from the fall 2017 surveys to the winter 2018 surveys (see below).
The department has identified a possible cause of this decline to be the density and complexity of the
trainings for strategy two. Accordingly, moving forward, the improvement strategies will be redesigned to
more evenly distribute content and trainings that will ideally alleviate the amount of content in strategy
two and improve the scope and depth of content in strategy one.

Fall % Agree Winter % Agree

Survey Questions Regarding Trainings (n=109) (n=330)

My kngwlgdge of h'ow to make special education the most 96.9% 94.24%
intensive intervention has increased.

My abl|lt¥ to makg special education the most intensive 96.43% 92.1%
intervention has increased.

L;?:ii;stand the next steps | need to take to implement this 96.8% 91.8%

As noted in the fall 2017 update, reviews of a sampling of IEPs were conducted in summer and fall 2017.
Components of the IEP with the lowest scores, based on a state-established quality rubric for the writing
of IEPs, included: narratives, present levels of performance, and measurable annual goals. In response to
the scores in these areas, the department has imbedded in trainings for this second strategy elements of
writing instructionally appropriate IEPs, which is the focus of strategy three of the SSIP.

Participating districts have continued to hold communities of practice. These more targeted and scripted
communities of practice were developed by state personnel in response to concerns expressed in the
2016-17 school year, during which participants reported that the sessions were too frequent with unclear
objectives. District-level facilitators also reported that the responsibility of developing content or
discussion topics for the communities of practice was overwhelming. In the 2017-18 school year, these
communities of practice sessions have transformed into beneficial, focused sessions to assist
participants with implementation of the strategies content and provide refresher information for
upcoming sessions.


https://www.tn.gov/content/dam/tn/education/special-education/sped_phase_iii_quarterly_update_dec_2017.pdf

State Systemic Improvement Plan

Phase III Biannual Update

E— SEREREE

Phase III: 2017-18 School Year — Communication and Report Submission

Over the course of this school year, the department has expanded the modes of communication around
the SSIP to a diverse array of stakeholders to share successes and challenges and solicit feedback. Such
forums of communication have included: the Partners in Education (PIE) conference, superintendents’
study councils, Early Literacy Council, Disability Day on the Hill, Teacher Advisory Council, Governor's
Advisory Council for the Education of Students with Disabilities, and written updates. A session at the
April Governor’s Advisory Council meeting was held during which information about both years of SSIP
implementation were shared and feedback was requested. The input provided by these stakeholders will
be included in reviews of the SSIP moving forward.

The Phase Il - 2017-18 school year report was submitted to the U.S. Department of Education’s office of
special education programs (OSEP) on April 3, 2018. Data was collated from the last two school years to
address the evaluation components outlined in the SSIP evaluation plan. In addition, the report provides
guidance about updated timelines, revised content structures and strategy content, and establishes the
new baseline for assessment data. To that end, the new baseline percentage of students with specific
learning disabilities in grades 3-8 scoring at or above Approaching on the ELA statewide
assessment is 36.79 percent for the state. For the participating cohort, this percentage is 36.31
percent. These data points will be the new baselines for review of the data moving forward, as
Tennessee's state-identified measurable result is an increase by three percent annually.

Moving Forward: 2018-19 School Year

In the coming school year, the department will expand implementation efforts for the SSIP to the 20 new
districts that have been selected for participation. These districts will have a similar implementation
structure to the original 28 participating school districts, with implementation of strategy one - access to
core instruction - taking place in the 2018-19 school year, and implementation of strategy two - special
education in a continuum of service model - taking place in the 2019-20 school year. Some of these 20
new school districts will also be implementing strategies to address early childhood components of the
State Personnel Development Grant (SPDG).

The original cohort of participating districts will continue expanding the work of the SSIP across their
district with support from department staff, as needed. Some districts have experienced great success
and developed internal mechanisms by which the work can be supported. Other districts will require
more nuanced and intensive support in their continued implementation efforts. Data for both the
original cohort and new cohort will continue being aggregated and reported annually to both the public
and OSEP.

For more information or questions about the SSIP, please contact Rachel.Wilkinson@tn.gov.



mailto:Rachel.Wilkinson@tn.gov




Accessibility Report





		Filename: 

		sped_ssip_phase_iii-Biannual-Update-Spring-2018.pdf









		Report created by: 

		



		Organization: 

		







[Enter personal and organization information through the Preferences > Identity dialog.]



Summary



The checker found no problems in this document.





		Needs manual check: 2



		Passed manually: 0



		Failed manually: 0



		Skipped: 1



		Passed: 29



		Failed: 0







Detailed Report





		Document





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set



		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF



		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF



		Logical Reading Order		Needs manual check		Document structure provides a logical reading order



		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified



		Title		Passed		Document title is showing in title bar



		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents



		Color contrast		Needs manual check		Document has appropriate color contrast



		Page Content





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged content		Passed		All page content is tagged



		Tagged annotations		Passed		All annotations are tagged



		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order



		Character encoding		Passed		Reliable character encoding is provided



		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged



		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker



		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts



		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses



		Navigation links		Passed		Navigation links are not repetitive



		Forms





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged



		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description



		Alternate Text





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Figures alternate text		Passed		Figures require alternate text



		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read



		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content



		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation



		Other elements alternate text		Passed		Other elements that require alternate text



		Tables





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot



		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR



		Headers		Passed		Tables should have headers



		Regularity		Passed		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column



		Summary		Skipped		Tables must have a summary



		Lists





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		List items		Passed		LI must be a child of L



		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI



		Headings





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Appropriate nesting		Passed		Appropriate nesting










Back to Top

