
 
    

 

 

  
   
    

 
  

   

  

  
   

  
  

 
 

 

 

   

 
  

    
  

  
 

  

   

  
  

   
  

   
   

  

  
   

  
  

 

  

              

     

     
  

“Say Dyslexia”: Student Coding 
Five students show one or more characteristic(s) of dyslexia through the screening process. 

(phonological and phonemic awareness, sound symbol recognition, alphabet knowledge, decoding skills, rapid naming, encoding skills) 

Students Two, Three, & Five 
 Coded in SIS 

 Parent notified and given information/resource
material 

 Intervention begins & progress is monitored 

Student One: 
The student speaks 

only Spanish and has 
been in the country for 

three weeks. The 
student has been 

properly screened for 
ESL services and will 

be monitored over 
time. 

Student Two: 
The student has an IEP 

with exceptionality in
“basic reading”. Drill-
down assessments 
support the student 

remaining in dyslexia-
specific intervention

through special
education services. 

Students One & Four 
 No code in SIS 

 Follow school team’s decision for next steps 

Student Three: 
The school received an 

outside report
identifying “dyslexia.” 

The team discussed all 
reading information,
including the report,
and determined that 

the student does need 
dyslexia-specific 

intervention. 

Student Four: 
The student had a 
major life event just 
before the universal 
screening date. The 

team has multiple data 
points, specific to these 
areas, and determined 
this one measure is not 

indicative of the 
student’s skills. 

Student Five: 
The team discusses all 
data and determines 

that the student should 
be placed in a dyslexia-
specific intervention in
Tier II to address the 

identified 
characteristic(s) of 

dyslexia. 

School teams meet to discuss each student. 

The school team decides that students Two, Three, and Five will be placed in dyslexia-specific intervention. 

Public Chapter 1058 of the Acts of 2016 ("Say Dyslexia" Law) 
Dyslexia Resource Guide 

"Say Dyslexia" Overview for Districts (one-pager) 
Dyslexia Overview for Parents 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Script for audio:The “Say Dyslexia” law (see the link below) requires screening for the characteristics of dyslexia in order to provide appropriate interventions; however, it does not refer to the identification or diagnosis of dyslexia.  The law also requires that an annual report be submitted to the state House and Senate subcommittees, which includes:the number of students screened and the number of students provided with dyslexia intervention services;information about specific accommodations needed for students who are provided dyslexia intervention services taking the annual state mandated assessment or other state or LEA (district) mandated assessments;descriptions, from the LEAs that provided dyslexia intervention services, of the intervention services provided to students; andthe Tennessee Value-Added Assessment System growth data, when available, for the students receiving dyslexia intervention services. In order to gather this information for the annual report, districts will indicate through their Student Information System (SIS) the students that are receiving dyslexia-specific interventions.  This graphic is provided to guide districts as they decide who to code in the SIS system.The first step in this process is the screening process. Screening for the characteristics of dyslexia is required for all students through the universal screening process required within the existing RTI2 (Response to Instruction and Intervention) framework.  Screening for characteristics of dyslexia may also be requested by parents, so a student may undergo screening and drill-down assessments outside of the district’s typical screening windows. In this example, (Click) we are assuming that 5 students show one or more characteristics of dyslexia through the screening process. This is simply for illustration purposes and is not indicative of the number of students to expect in a given school or grade level.  The specific characteristics of dyslexia are defined in the law and listed here as phonological and phonemic awareness, sound symbol recognition, alphabet knowledge, decoding skills, rapid naming, and encoding skills (better known as spelling).  These characteristics are specific to the code of English, those skills needed to read words and spell words.  In this graphic, we have five students who have shown one or more of these characteristics through the universal screening process, and the next step is (Click) for school teams to meet and discuss each student. The school team plays a critical role in looking at all data about the students to determine the best course of action.  All students must be considered for dyslexia-specific intervention regardless of IEP or 504 status. Let's look at some information about each student and discuss how the school team might act and how that would impact who will be coded in the SIS system as receiving a dyslexia-specific intervention. �Student 1 (Click) speaks only Spanish and has been in the country for 3 weeks. The team determined that the student is showing “characteristics” due to lack of exposure to/instruction in English.  The team ensures that the student is properly screened for ESL services and will monitor these skills over time.Student 2 (Click) has an IEP with exceptionality in “basic reading”. Drill-down assessments (either administered recently to help develop the IEP or within the universal screening) support the student remaining in dyslexia-specific intervention through special education services.  The school team determined that the student has been thoroughly assessed (drilling down), the student has clear characteristics of dyslexia, and is already receiving a dyslexia-specific intervention through special education.  Conversely, a student who has global deficit (such as an intellectual disability) who by nature of the global deficits has deficits in areas screened, may require intervention that are not dyslexia-specific. Not all students requiring reading intervention will be coded as receiving a dyslexia-specific intervention.For Student 3, (Click) the school received an outside report identifying the profile of “dyslexia.” The team met right away and discussed all reading information, including school-based screenings and the outside report, and determined that the student does need dyslexia-specific intervention.  As a reminder, parents may request an evaluation for special education at any time.  The school team must meet and consider the request, and if they suspect the student has an educational disability, they must move forward with evaluation planning. The team must provide the parent a prior written notice with its decision.  Dyslexia is considered a type of specific learning disability. The team will need to follow evaluation criteria to determine eligibility. Student 4 (Click) had a major life event just before the universal screening date.  For this student, the team gathered multiple data points in the area of reading, specifically in decoding/spelling, and determined that the characteristic(s) shown on one measure were not indicative of the student’s skills.  The team will monitor closely to ensure there are no further at-risk scores.For Student 5 (Click), the team discusses all data and determines that the student should be placed in a dyslexia-specific intervention in Tier II to address the identified characteristic(s) of dyslexia. The team determined that the student requires a dyslexia-specific intervention to address one or more characteristics of dyslexia.  Conversely, if the team had determined that the student needed comprehension intervention only, then the student would receive tiered intervention for comprehension and would not be placed in a dyslexia-specific intervention.  Not all reading difficulties are attributed to characteristics of dyslexia.So in our scenario, the school team met and discussed each student data and determined that (Click) students 2, 3, and 5 would be placed in a dyslexia-specific intervention.We can now discuss which students would be coded in the districts’ SIS (student information system) with the dyslexia-specific intervention code.(Click) Students 2, 3, and 5 and will be coded in the SIS. The parent(s) must be notified that the student is receiving dyslexia-specific intervention and for which characteristics and given information/resource material; then, the intervention begins and progress is monitored.  For a one-page resource handout for parents, click on the link below called “Dyslexia Overview for Parents.”  The one-page document for parents further explains that having a characteristic of dyslexia does not mean that the student has dyslexia.  Note that coding decisions are made individually for students based on the screening process and team decisions and only indicates the student received a dyslexia-specific intervention within that school year.  It is not based on intervention groups, IEP or 504 status, or current intervention programming.  You can expect to have a larger number of students coded in the early grades, as reading intervention for these students is primarily focused on decoding and encoding skills.(Click) Students 1 and 4 will not be coded in the SIS and the school team’s decisions for next steps should be followed.For more information for districts, please visit the links for the comprehensive Dyslexia Resource Guide and the concise “Say Dyslexia” Overview for Districts.

https://www.tn.gov/content/dam/tn/education/special-education/dys/pc1058_dyslexia_bill.pdf
https://www.tn.gov/content/dam/tn/education/special-education/dys/dyslexia_resource_guide.pdf
https://www.tn.gov/content/dam/tn/education/special-education/dys/Say_Dyslexia_District_Info_Sheet.pdf
https://www.tn.gov/content/dam/tn/education/special-education/dys/Say_Dyslexia_Parent_Info_Sheet.pdf
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