
   
 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

   

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

Council Members in Attendance 

Shannon Taylor, Chair 

Joey Ellis, Vice Chair 

David Craig 

Cleatrice C. McTorry 

Amy Allen 

Patricia Valladares 

Paula Brownyard 

Darlene Walden 

Catherine Knowles 

Stephanie Ortego 

Mary Meador 

Angela Jackson 

Gayle Feltner 

Jennifer Escue 

Council Members Not in Attendance 

Brian Brown 

Chantal Hess-Taylor 

Margaret Spickard 

Dawn Fry 

Travis Commons 

Minutes 

April 16, 2018
 
10 a.m.
 

Scarritt Bennett
 
1008 19th Avenue South
 

Nashville, TN 37212
 

Department Employees in Attendance 

Theresa Nicholls, Assistant Commissioner 

Rachel Suppe, Office of General Counsel 

Evans Murray 

Joanna Bivins 

Rachel Wilkinson 

Alison Gauld 

Michael Holman 

Lori Morris 

Erin Lavery 

Crystal McCarver 

Gary Smith 

Joann Runion 

Nancy Williams 

Scott Indermuehle 

Anika Chambers 

Blake Shearer 

Kate Martin 

Visitors in Attendance 

Ned Solomon 

Cathy Brooks 

Carrie Mason 

Rhonda Thompson 



 

 

  

 

        

  

 

 

  

  

  

 

 

 

   

    

 

   

     

  

        

 

   

      

 

          

  

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Objective 

Provide policy guidance with respect to special education and related services for children 

with disabilities in Tennessee. 

Welcome/Introductions Shannon Taylor, Chair 

 Shannon introduced new council member Stephanie Ortego, a teacher from Bradley 

County. 

Approval of Current Agenda and Minutes (AC Goal 7) 

See AC website (here) for agenda 

	 Action Item 

Shannon Taylor, chair, made a motion to approve the April 16, 2018 agenda. The 

motion was seconded shortly after. 

	 Final Action Taken 

The Council voted unanimously in favor of approving the April 16, 2018 agenda. 

Approval of January 22, 2018 Meeting Minutes 

See AC website (here) for January minutes 

	 Action Item 

A motion was made to approve the Jan. 22, 2018 minutes. The motion was seconded. 

	 Final Action Taken 

The Council voted unanimously in favor of approving the Jan. 22, 2018 minutes. 

SEA Updates Theresa Nicholls 

 A new organization chart for the division of Special Populations and Student Support 

was presented. 

o	 The addition of new regional support team members to the division was 

detailed. 

o	 Each of the eight regional consultants assist with regional and district level 

special education support as well as SPDG work. The department hopes to 

provide a deeper level of customer service to the educators, students, and 

parents through the work of these regional consultants. 

o	 The division’s new speech-language and related services coordinator, Susan 

Usery, was introduced. She will provide services related to speech and language 

issues, as well as Medicaid issues that relate to special education. 

o	 The division’s new administrative assistant, Chareen Goven, was introduced. 

o	 Lori Morris was moved to the assessment team, rather than the division of 

special populations and student support, in order to better suit her 

responsibilities and goals. 

	 Draft IEP Rule Update: The rule passed first-read and has undergone an intensive 

public comment period. Based off of those comments, some revisions to the rule’s 

language have been made (included in the Council’s materials), and revisions will 

continue to be made as further hearings occur. The current language can be found on 

the State Board of Education’s website. 

o	 A question was raised regarding the notification time-frame stated in the rule 

(i.e., 24 hours before the IEP meeting), and whether it was an adequate amount 

http://www.tennessee.gov/education/article/special-education-advisory-council
https://www.tn.gov/education/student-support/special-education/special-education-advisory-council.html


 

   

 

         

  

  

    

 

        

  

 

   

  

 

   

   

  

 

   

 

   

  

 

  

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

  

    

 

 

 

  

  

of time. Theresa stated that as far as she knows, there has not been any 

discussion whether more time will be added to the notification window, but that 

it has been the practice of many districts to communicate to parents and 

guardians well before the 24 hours preceding an IEP meeting. 

Annual Report for 2016 – 2017 Shannon Taylor 

 The Annual Report is a document provided by the Tennessee Department of Education 

in order to detail the relevant events and issues related to the education of students 

with disabilities in Tennessee during the previous year. 

 No comments were offered by the council regarding the Annual Report. 

SSIP & SPDG 2.0 Kate Martin & Rachel Wilkinson 

 The State Systemic Improvement Plan (SSIP), is structured by phases implemented 

over time. The state is required to focus on a particular area in which improvement is 

needed, and to provide a system of measuring progress in that area. 

 SSIP is federally mandated as part of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act 

(IDEA). 

 The portion of SSIP that Rachel discussed during the meeting was Phase III – Year 2. 

 The state’s goal is to increase the percentage of students with disabilities scoring at or 

above ‘Basic’ on the state English language arts (ELA) assessment by 3% annually, in 

grades 3-8. 

 The state fosters this growth by increasing access to high quality core instruction for 

students with specific learning disabilities (SLDs), using a continuum of service in which 

special education is the most intensive intervention, and addressing student deficits by 

writing instructionally appropriate IEPs that ensure access to rigorous curriculum 

intensive interventions. 

 Feedback for Rachel’s SSIP Handout: 
o	 How are the goals and expectations set? 

 An internal working-group devised the goals, which were then shared 

with multiple stakeholders who provided feedback. Surveys were also 

sent out during the course of the previous four years regarding what a 

reasonable target might be and ways to potentially measure success. 

o	 What could be improved? 

 More training could be implemented so that educators have a more in-

depth understanding of this plan and its goals and practices. 

	 Regarding SPDG 2.0, Kate notes that the application process for SPDG has been altered 

slightly. Other steps have also been changed to reflect lessons that have been learned 

from previous iterations of the SPDG process. 

	 The overall structure remains essentially the same, though these minor changes have 

been implemented to improve the functions of the program. 

 Kate arranged for the council to take part in several activities she uses during SPDG 

trainings. 

o	 The first activity served the purpose of demonstrating the importance that 

proper prioritization of educational values and practices has for reaching 

students. 

o	 Another activity was conducted, in which the significance of mindsets in an 

educational setting was explored. 



 

 

    

 

  

 

  

 

   

  

  

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

   

 

   

  

 

   

   

   

 

 

  

  

 

  

 

 

  

   

 

o	 The consequences of language and labeling used when communicating with or 

about students was also examined in another activity conducted by Kate. 

o	 Universal Design for Learning (UDL) – This activity centered on the concept of 

constructing an environment in which learning can be facilitated for every 

student. 

	 Question: Will there be a SPDG 3.0? 

o	 Answer: Since this is a process that requires adjustments as it is implemented 

throughout the state, it is likely that a new form will emerge eventually. Whether 

the new version will be named SPDG 3.0 is uncertain. 

Update on the Participation Guidelines for the Alternate Assessment Lori Morris 

	 Lori invited Angela Jackson and Amy Allen to discuss their experience delving into the 

alternate assessment guideline document during the March 5th Collaborative for 

Student Success. 

o	 Angela said that she walked through the entire document with her group during 

the Collaborative, and also participated in multiple activities. She found during 

the activities and discussions that if the focus is placed on a student’s available 

data, rather than their disability, it becomes easier for the individuals involved 

in the student’s education efforts to concentrate on what the student is capable 

of, rather than what they might be incapable of, and to structure their 

education programs accordingly. 

o	 Amy remarked that greater clarification was requested for the eligibility 

portions of the alternate assessment participation guideline document. She 

found during the activities she participated in during the Collaborative that 

unforeseen scenarios would arise in which greater detail would be required in 

order to adequately assess whether participation in the alternate assessment 

would be warranted in certain situations. 

	 Further steps are being taken, based off of the feedback, in order to provide a more 

thorough and easier to understand document. 

o	 A new one-pager centered on decision making will be added. It will provide 

guidance regarding which questions to ask related to the alternate assessment. 

o	 The parent guide will emphasize the importance surrounding the decision to 

participate in the alternate assessment, and the implications that doing so will 

have on a student’s academic future. 

o	 The participation guideline document will be redesigned in order to make it 

more relevant, readable and accessible to its audience. 

 It was requested that additional feedback be sent to Lori Morris. 

 The rollout plan for these updates is to first engage with the advocacy community, the 

council, and TAASE for feedback before making them widely available. 

 The goal is to make these materials available to districts by July. 

 Question: Could a list of post-secondary opportunities for students participating in the 

alternate assessment be included in these materials? 

o	 Answer: Yes, this information will be included in hopes of raising awareness to 

the avenues available to participating students. 

	 Question: Will incoming high-school freshmen be eligible for the alternate academic 

diploma in the 2018-19 school year? 

o	 Answer: Yes, this upcoming school year will be the first that it will be available. 



    

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

   

 

   

  

 

 

 

  

  

 

        

   

 

        

  

  

 

 

  

 

Concerns Regarding Emotional Disturbance Identification Shannon Taylor 

 This was placed on the agenda following the Parkland school shooting in Florida. The 

perpetrator had been labeled as emotionally disturbed, and it was deemed prudent to 

discuss such labeling and its ramifications. 

 It can be difficult to compare statistics regarding emotional disturbance, as different 

states have varying reporting and qualifying standards. 

 Measures have been taken to change the name of the label itself, as emotional 

disturbance may carry a stigma and sound more severe than it actually is in some 

cases. 

 Task forces and councils have been established to address the issues surrounding 

emotional disturbance. 

 The department partnered with the Tennessee Association of School Psychologists to 

raise awareness relating to emotional disturbance in students, and consultants from 

that organization have been participating in communities of practice around the state 

to relay pertinent information to school psychologists. 

 There is a great deal of activity in this area at the moment, and more information will 

be disseminated to educators as it is established. 

Public Comments (as applicable) 

 No comments were made. 

New Business/Additional Items Shannon Taylor 

 There were no new business or additional items discussed. 

Call for Future Meeting Topics Shannon Taylor 

 The establishment of the School for the Deaf in Nashville. 

 Other topics will be emailed to the council. 

Closing Remarks/Adjourn 

 There was a motion to adjourn the meeting. It was seconded shortly after and passed 

unanimously. 
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