
 

 
 
Early Learning Division • Office of Academics •  
tn.gov/education 
 

Pg 1 | April 2026 

Preschool Outcomes Data Collection 
Guidance for APR Indicator 7 Reporting 

Overview 
Annual Performance Report (APR) Indicator 7: Preschool Outcomes is a results-based indicator 
with targets set each year by the state education agency (SEA). The goal of early childhood 
special education services is to enable young children with disabilities to be active and 
successful participants during their early childhood years and in the future.  

The purpose of this guide is to provide instructions for entering Preschool Outcomes data in TN 
PULSE for each preschool child with an individualized education program (IEP).  

Steps to Complete Entrance Preschool Outcomes Data Entry in TN PULSE 

Preschool Outcomes entrance ratings must be completed for each preschool child, age three 
through five years, six months old, to finalize an initial IEP. The entrance rating date should be 
the IEP begin date. 

1. Open the child’s TN PULSE record and choose Student Info and scroll down to access 
Preschool in the drop-down menu. 

2. Click on the Early Childhood Outcomes tab. 
3. Select the date of the entrance ratings with the calendar icon. 
4. Use the pull-down menu of ratings 1-7, and select the rating determined by the team for 

ECO Entrance 1: Positive Social Emotional Skills. 
5. Type in the rationale box a narrative of skills and behaviors the child demonstrates 

related to Positive Social Emotional Skills.  
6. Repeat steps four and five for ECO Entrance 2: Acquiring and Using Knowledge and 

Skills and for ECO Entrance 3: Taking Appropriate Action to Meet Needs. 
7. Click the Save button to record the entrance ratings. 
8. Use the Print as PDF button and place a paper copy in the child’s record. A copy may be 

provided to a parent/guardian when requested. 

Steps to Complete Exit Preschool Outcomes Data Entry in TN PULSE 

Preschool Outcomes exit ratings must be completed for each preschool child who has entrance 
ratings, at least six months of receiving preschool special education services, and is exiting 
preschool special education to transition to kindergarten, as no longer eligible for special 
education, or as moving out of the district.  

1. Return to the Early Childhood Outcomes tab in the child’s TN PULSE record. 
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2. Use the calendar icon to select the date on which the exit Preschool Outcomes ratings 
were determined. 

3. Use the calendar icon to assign the rating (1-7) determined for ECO Exit: Positive 
Social-Emotional Skills. 

4. Type in the rationale box a narrative of skills and behaviors the child demonstrates 
related to Positive Social Emotional Skills.  

5. Answer the question, “Has the child made progress (for this outcome area)?” using the 
pull-down menu to select Yes or No. 

6. Write details in the “Progress” text box. 
• If yes, describe the progress made in the outcome area since the entrance rating 

(i.e., new skills or behaviors comparing the child to their younger self) 
• If no, provide a rationale for no progress made in the outcome area since the 

entrance rating (i.e., the child gained no new skill or behavior since the entrance 
rating)  

7. Repeat steps 4, 5, and 6 for ECO Exit 2: Acquiring and Using Knowledge and Skills 
and for ECO Exit 3: Taking Appropriate Action to Meet Needs. 

8. Click the Save button to record the exit ratings. 
9. Use Print as PDF to print and save a copy for the child’s record. A copy may be provided 

to a parent/guardian if requested. 
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