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Course Code Guidance and Frequently Asked Questions for
Classrooms Serving Preschool Children with Disabilities

Ensuring access to appropriate instructional
content and specially designed instruction Teacher
(SDI) is essential for young children with Endlorse et

disabilities. This document supports schools
General
Education
Pre-K

and LEAs in understanding how to use

course codes for preschool-aged children
Teacher endorsements and high-quality instructional materials (HQIMs) are aligned

with individualized education programs
(IEPs) to accurately reflect the instructional
to the content to ensure the academic standards are effectively taught with fidelity.

content they receive—not just the delivery
of special education services.

Course codes identify the course name and
include a content description, as well as
alignment to academic standards that
should be taught within the course.

Understanding IEP Services vs. Course Codes

The child’s schedule in the student information system (SIS) lists the courses;

therefore, the schedule indicates the content the student will be taught during the
school year. The schedule is not intended to be an accounting of the students' IEP
service(s). IEP services are provided to ensure the student can access the content.

Example: The least restrictive environment (LRE) for many preschool children
with disabilities may be the general education environment with integrated, or
“push-in,” services. In an integrated service delivery model, the special education
teacher, related services provider, and/or paraeducator are providing the student
with IEP services within the general education classroom, concurrent with the
student receiving their general education content instruction. The general
education teacher, whose endorsement correlates to the general education
course code, is the teacher of record. The special education teacher, related
services provider, or paraprofessional are not indicated in the SIS report.
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The example illustrates that a child’s schedule may not indicate that the student
receives special education services based on course codes, even when the student
is receiving those services in accordance with the IEP. The child’s schedule
communicates the instructional content the child will receive.

Ensuring Access

It is critical that schools ensure children receive both grade-level, rigorous
instruction, and the special education and related services needed to provide
access to that instruction. Course codes have been developed to ensure students
have full access to their LRE and content.

Special

Education
Services

Some students require highly modified instruction. The Comprehensive Preschool
course code clearly articulates that the content is modified.

Course Code Type

Description

General Education
Pre-K Course Codes
3-year-old only: G23P01
Multiage: G23P00
4-year-old only: G23P02

If the child will enroll in a LEA-operated preschool
program, all children should be considered for the
general education course first. Only an IEP team would
determine the need for other options that may be more
appropriate.

Comprehensive
Preschool Course
Code

S23P00

Children who have an IEP and require modified
instruction as a replacement for general education core
instruction may be considered for a modified
replacement of grade level instruction (comprehensive)
course code.

Preschool Special
Education Service
Course Code
S23P01

Children who have an IEP but are not enrolled in a LEA-
operated pre-K program, including those who receive
drop-in special education services only or who attend a
community-based child care, Head Start, private
preschool, or other preschool setting not operated by
the LEA.
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Summary

The child’s enroliment in the course reflects their instruction and environment, not
their special education services. The child must also receive their special education
and related services from the appropriate professionals in order to access their
instruction, as outlined in the child's IEP. This means the course schedule may not
sufficiently describe a child’s day.

Frequently Asked Questions

1. What is the purpose of using course codes in pre-K?
To reflect the instructional content a child is receiving—not to document all
special education and related services on the child’s IEP. This ensures data
accuracy and supports planning for equitable access.

2. Why is there not a course code to reflect the role of pre-K educators
who serve as both the general education teacher of record and the
special education service provider, previously referred to as integrated
preschool classrooms?

Course codes reflect instructional content and setting, not staffing
configurations. Even when one educator serves in a dual role, the
appropriate course code should align with the content being taught and the
child’s educational environment—not the teacher’s credentials or
responsibilities.

If the child is accessing age-appropriate, standards-aligned instruction in a
general education setting, a general education course code should be used.
Special education services provided by that same teacher are documented
through the IEP, not the course code.

3. How do we reflect “push-in” services from special education staff in a
general education classroom?
The special education services from special education staff in general
education classrooms are documented through the IEP and service delivery
logs, not the course schedule.
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4. How do we reflect “pull-out” services for children who are enrolled in a
general education setting but receive some services in a special
education setting?

The special education services from special education staff in special
education settings are documented through the IEP and service delivery logs,
not the course schedule. The child will remain scheduled in the general
education course codes.

5. Why are general education students not permitted to enroll in the
Comprehensive Preschool program?
Comprehensive Preschool is specifically designed for children who require
access to modified content, as outlined in their individualized education
program (IEP). Because general education students do not require modified
content, they should not be enrolled in a Comprehensive Preschool program.

6. Prior to the 2025-2026 school year, LEAs may have enrolled children
without disabilities in Comprehensive Preschool programs. Are LEAs
required to notify families retroactively that their child was enrolled in
a special education course with modified content?

No, LEAs are not required to notify families retroactively of their child’s
enrollment in the Comprehensive Preschool program. However, moving
forward, LEAs must ensure that the Comprehensive Preschool program is
used exclusively for children with disabilities or for those in the eligibility
determination process who require access to modified content.

7. If an LEA is found non-compliant for enrolling children without
disabilities in a Comprehensive Preschool program beginning in the
2026-2027 school year, what corrective actions will be required?

If an LEA is found to have enrolled children without disabilities in a

Comprehensive Preschool (special education) classroom, the LEA must take

immediate corrective action to return the classroom to compliance. The LEA

will be required to:

e Immediately notify families of children without disabilities that the
program is a special education setting and that their child is not eligible to
attend.
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e Provide written notification to all affected families stating that their child
may no longer attend the program.

e Unenroll all children without disabilities from the Comprehensive
Preschool classroom.

e Submit evidence to the department that written notification was provided
to families and that all children without disabilities have been unenrolled.

8. If a classroom meets the definition of a general education setting at the
start of the school year, but after Child Find efforts and subsequent
enrollment the number of children with disabilities exceeds 50%, the
classroom no longer meets the definition of a general education setting.
What steps should the LEA take to ensure compliance?

An LEA must continue to provide free appropriate public education (FAPE) in
the least restrictive environment (LRE) and may not change student IEPs
simply to fit the program options that are available. The LEA should make
reasonable efforts to maintain a general education setting to remain in
compliance with the IEP, such as enrolling additional children without
disabilities to meet the definition of a general education placement if the
maximum class size has not yet been met. If the LEA is unable to maintain a
general education setting after reasonable attempts, the LEA should:
e Make reasonable efforts to identify alternate general education placement
options for children whose LRE is general education.
Partner with Head Start, community-based child care, private
preschools, neighboring LEAs, and other community providers to
secure general education placements.
e Document outreach and placement efforts.
Keep records of contacts, meetings, refusals or barriers, and any
general education placement attempts.
e If a general education option cannot be identified, consult the LEA’s board
attorney.
The LEA's board attorney is best positioned to advise on any legal or
procedural steps the LEA must take to comply with federal and state
law.
e Develop a clear plan for special education and related services.
The board attorney may recommend that the LEA document and
share with families the current plan for providing services to impacted
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preschool children with disabilities, how the LEA will monitor each
child’'s progress, and how consideration of compensatory services will
be addressed for affected children.
Note: IEP teams must maintain their obligation to develop IEPs based on
individual needs — not on program convenience or availability.

9. How do we determine which personnel are qualified to deliver specially
designed instruction (i.e. special education services) for preschool
children with disabilities?

LEA leadership should be engaging with their educator preparation program
(EPP) partners to understand how programming is or is not aligned to the
specific needs of students. The following are a few suggestions for
consideration when determining the best personnel to meet the needs of
preschool children with disabilities.

e How do we ensure students are taught content using research-based
strategies for children ages 3-5?

e Which endorsements had training and preparation in the use of age-
appropriate, literacy and mathematical strategies including
adaptation, accessibility, and foundational literacy?

e Does their training align to the ages of children in the program?

e Which educator(s) have an in-depth understanding of the relationship
between language acquisition and learning?

e Which endorsements included preparation and training in the use and
fading of physical, pictorial, and verbal prompting?

e Which educator(s) know how to support and integrate augmentative
assistive communication and assistive technology?

e Which educator(s) are prepared to support preschool children with
self-help and independence skills, social skills, developing sustained
relationships, and behavioral needs?

10.Can a teacher be assigned two course codes at the same time?
Yes, teachers may have more than one course code assigned to them at the
same time. For example, if a teacher provides instruction in a comprehensive
pre-K classroom for % a day each day and provides services through an
itinerant model at community-based child care, Head Start, and private
preschools for the other % of the day, the teacher may have the
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1.

Comprehensive Pre-K and Preschool Special Education Service course code
assigned to them.

How should we code children who are enrolled in a community/private
preschool program and receive IEP services from the LEA within the
community/private preschool setting?

If the child is not enrolled in a LEA-operated program and only attends the
community/private preschool setting where they receive special education
services through an itinerant service delivery model, the child should be
enrolled in the preschool special education service course code for the time
of service provided by the LEA and enrolled in the LEA’s special education
service school. Special education and related services should be clearly
documented in the IEP and through provider logs.

Additional Information

For questions related to early learning programming, please contact
TDOE.EarlyLearning@tn.gov.
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