
 

 
 
Division of Special Education and Student Support • Office of Academics •  
tn.gov/education 

 

Pg 1 | January 2026 

Students with Disabilities Advisory Council 
Guiding Principles 

Revised January 2026 

Guiding Principle 
1 

Advise the Department on opportunities to improve student learning/outcomes, 
including promoting inclusive educational services in the students’ least 
restrictive environment (LRE) that meet the needs of all students, regardless of 
their abilities, and promote a sense of belonging and mutual respect for all 
students while affirming each student’s individuality.  

Guiding Principle 
2 

Advise the Department on ways to expand access and improve the quality of 
secondary transition planning to better prepare youth with disabilities for 
meaningful employment, independent living, post-secondary education, and 
community involvement after high school.   

Guiding Principle 
3 

Advise the Department on opportunities to support LEAs in increasing the use of 
high-quality evaluations for appropriate identification of students with 
disabilities and ongoing assessments that inform individualized programming 
needs.  

Guiding Principle 
4 

Advise the Department on innovative ideas to increase the expertise and 
retention of special educators, general educators, related service providers, and 
paraeducators serving eligible children and youth with disabilities.  

Guiding Principle 
5 

Advise the Department on how federal and state funds may be used and 
distributed to improve special education services and encourage the equitable 
utilization of funds to promote best practices for students with disabilities.  

Guiding Principle 
6 

Advise the Department on ways to promote and enhance the use and 
application of federal, state and local IDEA and special education data, and 
provide recommendations on the implementation of the Every Student Succeeds 
Act (ESSA) State Plan to improve outcomes for students with disabilities.  

Guiding Principle 
7 

Advise the Department on ways to promote and enhance communication 
between the State Education Agency (SEA) and educators, the community, and 
other stakeholders about special education services.   

Guiding Principle 
8 

Advise the Department on opportunities to promote and support local education 
agencies (LEAs) with the adoption and implementation of mental health and 
positive behavioral supports that proactively create inclusive and successful 
learning environments and reduce exclusionary discipline practices for students 
with disabilities.    
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