
 

Early Learning Division • Office of Academics 

710 James Robertson Parkway • Nashville, TN 37243 • tn.gov/education 
 

 Revised August 2025 Revised August 2025  

© Tennessee Department of Education 

COS ratings are determined at both entry to and exit from the preschool special education program to support federal reporting requirements for Indicator 7. 

COS ratings range from 1–7 and reflect an understanding of a child’s functioning compared to age expectations. Each rating point is defined using age-anchored 

criteria to ensure consistency and accuracy, and supports teams in making informed, collaborative decisions during the COS process. 

 

 

 

 

 
NO (Consider Rating 1-3) YES (Consider Rating 4-7) 

Does the child use any immediate foundational 

skills upon which to build age-expected functioning 

across settings and situations? 

YES YES NO NO 

To what extent is the child using 

immediate foundational skills across 

settings and situations? 

To what extent does the child function 

in ways that are age-expected across 

settings and situations? 

Does anyone have concerns about 

the child’s functioning with regard 

to the outcome area? 

Uses skills 

that are not 

yet 

immediate 

foundational 

Occasional 

use of 

immediate 

foundational 

skills 

Uses 

immediate 

foundational 

skills most or 

all the time 

Occasional 

use of age-

expected 

skills; more 

skills are not 

age-expected 

Uses a mix of 

skills with 

more that ae 

age-expected 

than not age-

expected 

YES NO 

Rating = 1 Rating = 2 Rating = 3 Rating = 4 Rating = 5 Rating = 6 Rating = 7 

Adapted from COS Decision Tree for Summary Rating Discussions at https://ectacenter.ogr/eco/pages/cosform.asp 

Does the child function in ways that would be 

considered age-expected across all or almost all 

settings and situations? 

Does the child ever function in ways that would be 

considered age-expected with regard to this outcome? 


