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General Information
Purpose
The purpose of the School Resource Officer (SRO) grant program is to enable the assignment of a SRO to any public school, including charter schools, that did not have a full-time SRO during the 2018-19 or 2019-20 school year. In Tennessee, and for purposes of this grant, SROs are duly sworn and authorized law enforcement officers assigned to a school setting.  SROs are required to receive 40 hours of specialized training within the first year of their assignment and must obtain 16 hours of specialized training annually thereafter. 

Use of Funds
Use of SRO grant funding is subject to the following conditions:
1. Funding may not supplant or replace local funding previously used to provide a SRO.
2. Funding may only be used for expenses directly related to placing an SRO in a school (i.e., salary, benefits, training and equipment) via a memorandum of understanding or contract with the law enforcement agency assigning the SRO.  
Funding/Match Requirements
The maximum SRO grant amount will be $35,000 per eligible school and is subject to a 25% local match requirement, adjusted for the local education agency’s (LEA) fiscal capacity under the Basic Education Program (BEP) formula. The match requirement can be satisfied by local or contributed funds or personnel or other in-kind expenses assumed by the LEA or local law enforcement agency. Additional information on the local match requirement is provided in the Local Match section below.

Grant Administration
For the 2020-21 funding year, LEAs who either were previously awarded an SRO Grant in the 2019-20 funding year, or are applying as a new grantee, will use the SRO Grant application found in ePlan under 2021, “SRO Grant”. Disbursements of approved grant funds will be  made on a reimbursement basis, either quarterly or monthly, by the LEA submitting a reimbursement request in ePlan. The SRO grant is subject to audit and monitoring. Each district should maintain appropriate documentation of expenditures, including expenditures or in-kind contributions made or provided as the local match.
Timeline

June 1, 2020			School Resource Officer grant released in ePlan
July 17, 2020			Deadline for receipt of SRO grant applications
July 17, 2020			Safe Schools grant application released in ePlan
July 31, 2020			Notification of SRO grant application approvals
September 30, 2020		Deadline for receipt of Safe Schools applications

Application Instructions

Applications for a SRO grant will not be reviewed or approved until the following required items have been received by the department’s office of school safety:

1. Project Budget
Utilizing the ePlan application, present a budget for the proposed project through June 30, 2021. The project start date will be the date the application is approved. Include a justification for each line item. Identify the source(s) of funding for the local match. Required match amounts, adjusted for district fiscal capacity, can be found under Program Details, Local Match in ePlan. 
· The following revenue and expenditure account codes should be used for the SRO grant.
· Funds received should be coded as 46590 – Other State Education Funds.
· Examples of expenditures that might be encountered and the related account codes include: 







	Description
	Account Code

	Training provided to:
·          •	School Resource Officer
	
· 72130-524: Community Services In-service/Staff Development

	Equipment placed in:
· Buildings
	
· 72620-790: Support Services-Maintenance of Plant, Other Equipment


	Personnel contracted:
·          •	SRO Contracts with sheriff/police    
	

· 72130-309 Support Services – Contracts with Government Agencies (if contracting with sheriff or police.
· 72130-170 Support Services-Students (district is paying for SRO(s) as an employee.




2. SRO Report
Complete the SRO Report found in ePlan in the LEA Document Library, year 2021, under SRO Grant. In this report, identify all of the schools within the district and indicate which schools were served by an SRO during the 2019-20 school year and what funding source was used.  In addition, identify which schools will add SROs through either the SRO grant or the Safe Schools grant during the 2020-21 school year.  The LEA’s Director of Schools signature on this report provides assurance that the application for grant funds is for schools that did not have a full time SRO during the 2019-20 school year. 
Upload the SRO Report/Assurance to: LEA Document Library: 2021: SRO Director’s Assurance.

3. Local Match
Complete and upload the Local Match Template found in Related Documents. A 25% local match is required. The local match may be cash or in-kind and may be provided by an entity other than the school district.  Safe Schools grant allocations may not be used as a local match. 

4. Letter of Commitment or Previous Year Expenditure Documentation
If you are a new applicant, or if the application will result in an expansion in the number of officers currently assigned to the district or school, a letter of commitment from the law enforcement executive (sheriff or chief of police) who will be providing the SRO must be provided.  Upload signed letter of commitment to: LEA Document Library: 2021: SRO Grant Commitment Letter.

If you are a renewal applicant, FY 2019-20 expenditure documentation must be uploaded to: LEA Document Library: 2021: SRO Grant Expenditure Documentation.


For more information, contact Brenna.Morse@tn.gov. 
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