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Grade 2: Lesson 15 Subtracting on a Number Line 
 

 
1. Malik had 31 pieces of gum in his backpack.  His sister took 17 pieces without asking him.  

How many pieces of gum does Malik have now? 
 
             Use the number line below to find the difference.  
 
 

    
 
               Write an equation to match your model. 
 

 
 

2. Franklin had a bag full of 90 jellybeans with a hole in the bottom.  Now he only has 63 
jellybeans.  How many jellybeans did Franklin lose? 

 
             Use the number line below to find the difference.  
 
 

 

 
3. Miguel had 97 sheets of paper.  He gave a piece of paper to all 23 students in his class.  

How many pieces of paper does Miguel have left? 
 
             Use the number line below to find the difference.  
 
 
 

 
 
 
             Write an equation to match your model. _______________________________________ 
 



 
4. Selena saw 83 cocoons in the butterfly house at the zoo on Monday.  They next week, 

Selena only saw 36 cocoons.  How many butterflies hatched from the cocoons? 
 
             Use the number line below to find the difference.  
 
 

 
 
              Write an equation to match your model. _______________________________________ 
 

 
5. Mai Lei planted 94 tulip bulbs.  Squirrels ate 27 of the bulbs.  How many tulip bulbs were 

left? 
 
               Use the number line below to find the difference.  
 
 

 
 
              Write an equation to match your model. _______________________________________ 
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