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What is a virtual adult high school?

Avirtual adult high schoolis a publicschoolthat delivers instruction primarily through online (virtual)
or remote platforms and serves students who are at least seventeen (17) years of age and seeking a
regular high school diploma. These schools are authorized by local boards of education and must
comply with all requirements of public schools, adult high schools, and public virtual schools.

What laws, rules, and requirements must virtual adult high schools
follow?

Adult virtual high schools in Tennessee are public schools and must uphold the rules, regulations,
and requirements applicable to traditional public schools, adult high schools, and public virtual
schools. Local education agencies (LEAs) should systematically review the following statutes and
rules to ensure that the operation of their virtual adult high school aligns with all applicable
requirements.

e T.CA. 849-6-409: Alternative Methods for Adult Education

e SBE Rule 0520-01-02-.05: Adult High School Rule

e T.CA. 849-16-201 et seq: Virtual Public Schools Act

e SBE Rule 0520-01-03-.05(1): Public Virtual Schools Rule

LEAs can better understand the requirements of public virtual schools by reviewing the Virtual School
FAQs for School Districts and other virtual schooling resources found on the department’s public
virtual schools webpage.

Is there a specific age limit for virtual adult high school students?

While SBE Rule 0520-01-02-.05 establishes that students must be at least 17 years of age to enroll
within an adult high school, Tennessee law or rule do not establish a maximum age limit for adult
high school students.

What are the daily instructional time requirements for a virtual adult
high school?

Virtual adult high schools must provide at minimum the equivalent of four (4) hours of daily
instruction for each student per day. Instructional time may be met through alternative methods
outlined in T.C.A. § 49-6-409(a), including independent study, computer-assisted programs, online
(virtual) instruction, and work experience where appropriate.

Can virtual adult high school students work at their own pace to
complete courses for credit?

Yes, virtual adult high school students may complete courses at their own pace to earn credit,
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provided they demonstrate mastery of the course content before the school awards credit for the
course. However, adult high school students cannot generate more than one full-time enrollment
average daily membership (FTEADM) per day, and TISA business rules only fund up to one FTEADM
per day per student. Students generate ADM through their daily class schedule and not through the
completion of courses. To generate ADM, schools must assign students to classes within the school's
student information system (SIS), and each class must be associated with a state approved course
and corresponding course code. To generate a FTEADM of 1.0, a student’s daily class schedule must
be at minimum 240 minutes and/or equivalent to the student standard day. The student standard
day is established in the school's calendar that is submitted through their SIS.

Canvirtual adult high school students earn credits through alternative
methods other than contact hours or seat-time?

Yes, T.C.A. § 49-6-409(a) establishes that virtual adult high schools may award course credit through
alternative methods such as independent study, computer-assisted learning, online or distance
courses, orwork-based experiences if students show mastery of the course content. When using an
alternative method, LEAs should have standard policies and procedures to establish how the teacher
verifies mastery of course content, such as through assessments or performance tasks.

What course codes should virtual adult high schools use when
scheduling students in the school’s student information system?

The Tennessee Course Code Catalog lists all valid courses that public schools may use when
scheduling students. Most adult high schools use the same course codes as traditional public high
schools. Schools may use the Adult High School - Unstructured (G25H15) course for unstructured
coursework in which students are leveraging alternative methods ofinstruction as defined in T.C.A. §
49-6-409(a). To generate ADM and TISA funding, adult high school students must be properly
enrolled into courses that are tied to course codes found in the Tennessee Course Code Catalog.

Whatare the graduationrequirements for students enrolledin a virtual
adult high school?
Students enrolled in a Tennessee virtual adult high school must fulfill the same graduation

requirements as those in traditional high schools as outlined in SBE Rule 0520-01-03-.06 and SBE
High School Policy 2.103, with certain exceptions and flexibilities which include:

e Adult high school students are exempt from physical education requirements.

e Adult high school students are not required to participate in state assessments that are
normally mandated for public school students.

e Adult high schoolstudents may earn credits through alternative methods, which include but
are not limited to independent study, computer-assisted learning, online (virtual) or distance
learning programs, and work experience. These methods require students to demonstrate
mastery of course content prior to receiving credit.

e Virtual adult high schools may offer flexible day and/or night scheduling options using
synchronous and/or asynchronous instruction which allows students to progress at their own
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pace and accommodate personal and professional commitments.

9. Howcan LEAs order blank diplomas for students that graduate during
the Fall semester?

Schoolsthat allow studentsto graduate at the end of the fall semester may contact the department’s
graduation diploma team at Duplicate.Diploma@tnedu.gov to request blank diplomas for their
winter graduates.

10. How is attendance monitored and reported for virtual adult high
schools?

Virtual adult high schools must monitor and record daily student attendance, which must include
seeking and receiving daily visual, verbal, and/or written confirmation of student participation in 4
hours of instruction per day using at minimum two (2) methods outlined in SBE Rule 0520-01-03-
.05(1)(c) which include:

e Students participating in a phone or video call with a teacher;
e students participating in synchronous virtual instruction;

e students completing work in a learning management system;
e students submitting work via hard-copy or virtual formats; or

e anothermethodthe LEA identifies as appropriate to track individual student participation in
instructional activities.

LEAs must report virtual adult high school student attendance to the state using the same
attendance codes and system as other public schools within the LEA.

11.How are adult virtual high schools funded?

LEAs should review the most current Tennessee Investment in Student Achievement (TISA) guide
found on the department’s website. This guide outlines how all students, including adult high school
students, generate TISA funds. As of the 2025-26 school year, students enrolled in virtual adult high
schools, adult high schools, or adult programs who are scheduled into courses and factored into
grading assignments 9-12 are included in the K-12 funding formula as other public schools in
Tennessee. However, virtual adult high schools’ average daily membership does not count in
concentrated poverty weights, fast-growth stipend calculations, infrastructure stipend calculations,
and 5% safety net calculations.

12. How often does an LEA receive funding for virtual adult high school
students?

LEAs receive TISA funds generated by virtual adult high school students in the same manner and
cadence as they do for traditional public-school students. TISA funding for virtual adult high school
students is based on average daily membership (ADM) reported during the prior school year.
Therefore, LEAs will receive TISA funds generated during the school's first year of operation during
the subsequent fiscal year.
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13.Can a virtual adult high school operate year-round?

Yes, virtual adult high schools may operate twelve (12) months a year. Although virtual adult high
schools may operateyear-round, fundingis generated only during the established reporting periods
that traditionally run from August through May. Enrolled students may not exceed one full-time
equivalent ADM per student per day for each day within the nine (9) ADM reporting periods.
Therefore, although year-round operation is possible, virtual adult high schools will not generate
additional TISA funding for the months of June and July.

14.If operating year-round, how will the school report student ADM and
generate funding for the months of June and July?

Under the department’s current student data reporting process, virtual adult high schools will not
report average daily membership (ADM) beyond the conventional ten-month academic calendar
(typically August through May). Virtual adult high schools may continue to function on a twelve-
month calendar; however, the school will only generate TISA funding through the ADM associated
with the nine standard reporting periods throughout theyear. LEAs should consult the most current
TISA funding guide as it provides a detailed explanation of reporting periods and how ADM drives
funding.

15.Can a student generate more than one FTE per day in ADM?

No. Adult high school students, including those enrolled virtually, may not generate more than one
full-time equivalent average daily membership (FTEADM) per day. TISA business rules fund up to one
FTEADM per student per day. Virtual adult high schools may schedule students into more than four
(4) hours of instruction per day to help the student progress towards graduation faster; however, the
current TISA business rules will not count anything over the four (4) hours of daily scheduled
instruction towards the students daily FTEADM.

16. What are the obligations of a virtual adult high school under the child
find requirement of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act
(IDEA)?

The child find obligations continue until the student receives a regular high school diploma or ages
out at twenty-two (22) years of age, pursuant to 34 C.F.R. 8 300.102(a)(3)(ii) and SBE Rule 0520-01-09-
[02(3). Virtual adult high schools must identify and serve eligible students with disabilities, including
those who were not previously identified before enrollment’. For more information related to
providing special education in a virtual setting, LEAs should review the Special Education in Virtual
Schools guidance found on the department’s public virtual school webpage.

' See SBE Rule 0520-01-09-.05 and Special Education Evaluation and Eligibility
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17.Are virtual adult high schools required to provide 504, ELL, and special
education services?

Yes. Virtual adult high schools must provide all required services to eligible students? and must not
limit services only to studentswho previously received special education or English language learner
supports prior to enrolling into the virtual adult high school. LEAs should review the Special
Education in Virtual Schools guidance found on the department’s public virtual school webpage.

18.Can an LEA contract with an outside organization to operate and
manage a virtual adult high school?

Yes, T.C.A. § 49-6-409(c) establishes that an LEA may contract with a nonprofit or for-profit
organization to operate and manage a virtual adult high school. The LEA remains responsible for
ensuring the school complies with all state and federal laws, rules, and regulations. The contract
must state the school's maximum enrollment, require the management organization to submit
anticipated enrollment at least four months before opening, and require payment adjustments in
October, February, and June based on changes in student membership and revenue. Because
funding for the first year is based on anticipated enrollment, the contract should clearly define
payment terms, reporting requirements, and procedures for enrollment-based funding adjustments.

TDOE Contact Information

For questions or more information, please contact Virtual.Schools@tn.gov.

Permission is granted to use and copy these materials for non-commercial educational purposes with attribution
credit to the “Tennessee Department of Education.” If you wish to use these materials for reasons other than
noncommercial educational purposes, please contact the Office of General Counsel at (615) 741-2921 or at
TDOE.GeneralCounsel@tn.gov.

2See SBE Rule 0520-01-09-.03 and Special Education Evaluation and Eligibility

Pg6 © Tennessee Department of Education


https://www.tn.gov/content/dam/tn/education/nonpublic/chtr_sch/Virtual_School_SPED_Guidance.pdf
https://www.tn.gov/content/dam/tn/education/nonpublic/chtr_sch/Virtual_School_SPED_Guidance.pdf
https://www.tn.gov/education/families/school-options/virtual-schools.html
https://advance.lexis.com/documentpage/?pdmfid=1000516&crid=b1facd7b-9e1c-403c-8093-8f519fddda55&nodeid=ABXAAGAAEAAJ&nodepath=%2FROOT%2FABX%2FABXAAG%2FABXAAGAAE%2FABXAAGAAEAAJ&level=4&haschildren=&populated=false&title=49-6-409.+Alternative+methods+for+adult+education.&config=025054JABlOTJjNmIyNi0wYjI0LTRjZGEtYWE5ZC0zNGFhOWNhMjFlNDgKAFBvZENhdGFsb2cDFQ14bX2GfyBTaI9WcPX5&pddocfullpath=%2Fshared%2Fdocument%2Fstatutes-legislation%2Furn%3AcontentItem%3A4X55-GPR0-R03K-W4G5-00008-00&ecomp=6gf5kkk&prid=a78b4696-d684-4e93-b895-63e24acad2f6
mailto:Virtual.Schools@tn.gov
mailto:TDOE.GeneralCounsel@tn.gov
https://publications.tnsosfiles.com/rules/0520/0520.htm
https://www.tn.gov/education/families/student-support/special-education/special-education-evaluation-eligibility.html

	FAQs for Virtual Adult High Schools
	1. What is a virtual adult high school?
	2. What laws, rules, and requirements must virtual adult high schools follow?
	3. Is there a specific age limit for virtual adult high school students?
	4. What are the daily instructional time requirements for a virtual adult high school?
	5. Can virtual adult high school students work at their own pace to complete courses for credit?
	6. Can virtual adult high school students earn credits through alternative methods other than contact hours or seat-time?
	7. What course codes should virtual adult high schools use when scheduling students in the school’s student information system?
	8. What are the graduation requirements for students enrolled in a virtual adult high school?
	9. How can LEAs order blank diplomas for students that graduate during the Fall semester?
	10. How is attendance monitored and reported for virtual adult high schools?
	11. How are adult virtual high schools funded?
	12. How often does an LEA receive funding for virtual adult high school students?
	13. Can a virtual adult high school operate year-round?
	14. If operating year-round, how will the school report student ADM and generate funding for the months of June and July?
	15. Can a student generate more than one FTE per day in ADM?
	16. What are the obligations of a virtual adult high school under the child find requirement of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA)?
	17. Are virtual adult high schools required to provide 504, ELL, and special education services?
	18. Can an LEA contract with an outside organization to operate and manage a virtual adult high school?


