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Out-of-Country Applicants 
Educators seeking an academic teaching license in Tennessee must have a bachelor’s degree from a 

regionally or nationally accredited postsecondary institution and be eligible to work in the United 

States. The following guidance outlines the pathways and requirements to licensure for educators who 

completed some or all of their postsecondary education in another country. 

Pathways to Licensure 
 With No Educator 

Preparation 

Program (EPP) 

Completion 

With EPP Completion With an Out of State 

Initial Level License 

With an Out of State 

Professional Level 

License 

Minimum 

Education 

Equivalent of a 

bachelor's degree from a 

regionally or nationally 

accredited college or 

university 

Equivalent of a 

bachelor's degree from a 

regionally or nationally 

accredited college or 

university 

Equivalent of a 

bachelor's degree from a 

regionally or nationally 

accredited college or 

university 

Equivalent of a 

bachelor's degree from a 

regionally or nationally 

accredited college or 

university 

Educator 

Preparation 

Is enrolled in a State 

Board-approved 

educator preparation 

program with job-

embedded clinical 

practice OR an EPP with 

a job-embedded clinical 

practice that has a state-

recognized partnership 

Has completed a 

program that allows the 

educator to teach in 

their country of origin 

Has completed a 

program that allows the 

educator to teach in 

their country of origin 

N/A 

Recommendation Is recommended by the 

approved educator 

preparation provider 

Transcript evaluation 

notes that the degree 

earned allowed the 

educator to teach in 

their country-of-origin 

OR university or 

evaluation service 

provide 

recommendation 

Transcript evaluation 

notes that the degree 

earned allowed the 

educator to teach in the 

country-of-origin OR 

university or evaluation 

service provide 

recommendation 

N/A 

Assessments Submit qualifying scores 

on all required 

assessments as defined 

in the Professional 

Assessments for 

Tennessee Educators 

Policy 5.105 

Submit qualifying scores 

on all required 

assessments as defined 

in the Professional 

Assessments for 

Tennessee Educators 

Policy 5.105 

N/A* 

 

 

 

* Content assessments 

needed upon renewal or 

advancement 

N/A 

Licenses Held N/A N/A Holds a full and valid 

initial-level license from 

a state other than 

Tennessee that is a 

partner in the NASDTEC 

interstate agreement 

Holds a full and valid 

professional-level license 

from a state other than 

Tennessee that is a 

partner in the NASDTEC 

interstate agreement 

Additional 

Requirements 

Completion of TLSA 

requirements (for 

applicable endorsements) 

 

SSN is required to gain 

Completion of TLSA 

requirements (for 

applicable endorsements) 

 

SSN is required to gain 

Completion of TLSA 

requirements (for 

applicable endorsements) 

 

SSN is required to gain 

Completion of TLSA 

requirements (for 

applicable endorsements) 

 

SSN is required to gain 
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Out of Country Degrees 
To verify that an educator holds the equivalent of at least a bachelor’s degree from a regionally or nationally 

accredited postsecondary institution, all out-of-country degrees must be evaluated by an approved evaluation 

service. The service must email the report to educator.licensure@tn.gov (preferred) or mail it to the address at 

the bottom of this document. Tennessee recognizes evaluation services approved by the National Association of 

Credential Evaluation Services or Association of International Credential Evaluators in alignment with foreign 

credential evaluators accepted by the U.S. Department of State. 

 

We encourage all out-of-county applicants to request the transcript evaluation before moving on to the next 

steps. Once our office has received the transcript evaluation, you are encouraged to reach out to 

educator.licensure@tn.gov for assessment requirements and information on Educator Preparation Program 

(EPP) completion.  

 

 

Work Authorization 
Tennessee statute prohibits state agencies from issuing professional licenses to individuals who are not eligible 

to work in the US. Aside from a few specific exceptions, all individuals eligible to work in the US are given a Social 

Security Number (SSN). As such, the department is unable to process licensure transactions for candidates 

without an SSN. An Individual Taxpayer Identification Number (ITIN) can be used as an SSN for licensure 

purposes, as it verifies work authorization and follows the same format as an SSN.   

 

If an educator does not currently have an SSN, a transaction can be started in TNCompass on the educator’s 

behalf by the Licensure Team. However, the transaction will be processed and marked  “Closed with no action” 

until an SSN has been added to the educator’s account by the Licensure Team. The Licensure Team member 

processing your transaction will indicate any deficiencies with a note on the transaction’s summary tab.  Please 

reach out to educator.licensure@tn.gov if you need assistance prior to obtaining your SSN. 

 

 

Educator Preparation Program (EPP) Verification 
If the evaluation report shows that the candidate completed an educator preparation program that qualified 

them to teach in the country where the degree was obtained, they can become licensed in Tennessee by passing 

the necessary assessments. The evaluation must say: 

• Completed an EPP in another country; or 

• Degree allows them to teach in country of origin  

 

Example: 

 
If the evaluation does not say that an EPP was completed, but the candidate believes they completed an EPP, an 

Out of Country EPP Verification form can be completed in English by either the EPP or the evaluation service.  

 

 

Applying for Licensure 
Once an educator has confirmed they meet the above requirements, they can apply for a Tennessee License by 

submitting an Out of State Educator transaction in TNCompass. Step-by-step instructions for submitting an Out 
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of State Educator transaction can be found on the Licensure Resources page. 
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