Education

School Service Personnel
Licensure Pathways

SSP Licensure Overview

In accordance with the Educator Licensure Rule (SBE Rule 0520-02-03-.05), the following tables outline pathways to
school service personnel licensure. There are two levels of school service personnellicensure: Practitioner-3Year (initial
level) and Professional - 10 Year.

This Licensure Guide covers the following information:

1. School Service Personnel Licensure Pathways

a. Speech Language Pathologist
Speech Language Pathology Assistant
School Audiologist
School Psychologist
School Counselor
School Social Worker
g. Educational Interpreter

2. Licensure Renewal, Advancement, and Reactivation

~oono
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.Education

Licensure Pathways: Listed by Endorsement

./ i

Out-of-State Educator

.

{ SLP Candidate

\._

Speech-Language Pathologist (SLP)

Tennessee Educator

s

Transcripts Transcripts
showing showing
advanced advanced
degree in degree in
Comm 5ci Comm 5ci
. . . . >
Out-of-State Out-of-State Hold a valid
Initial-level SLP professional- |-H0|d i license issued c:'rsilf??attgeof
license that is a level SLF license| | llcense 'ﬁ*“e" by a state Clinical
partner in that is a partner by the Board of c b
e mNSOTEC | | Temesee | |comrricuion| | “Fopmine
agreement agreement e aCation Disorders and American
Disorders and Sciences Speech-
Sclences Language
Hearing
Association

Practitione
Licen

Transcripts Transcripts
showing showing
advanced advanced
degree in degree in
Comm 5ci Comm Sci
L A l l
Submits Hold a valid Holds the
qualifying license issued Certificate of
scores on all by the Clinical
required Tennessee Competence
assessments Board of from the
Communication American
Disarders and Speech-
Sclences Language
Hearing
Association
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Minimum

Speech-Language Pathologist

In-State

Out-of-State

In-State

Out-of-State

Practitioner

Professional

Advanced degree in Speech-Language

Advanced degree in Speech-Language

Advanced degree in Speech-Language

Advanced degree in Speech-Language

assessments as defined in the
Professional Assessments for
Tennessee Educator Policy

Education Pathology/ Communication and Science[Pathology/ Communication and Science|Pathology/ Communication and Science[Pathology/ Communication and Science
Disorders Disorders Disorders Disorders
IAssessments Submit qualifying scores on all required N/A N/A

Requirements

Licenses Held N/A Hold a full and valid out-of-state initial Hold a valid license issued by the Hold a full and valid out-of-state
level speech-language pathology Tennessee Board of Communication professional-level speech-language
license from a state that is a partnerin Disorders and Sciences pathology license from a state that is a
the NASDTEC interstate agreement OR partner in the NASDTEC interstate
Hold the Certificate of Clinical agreement
Competence from the American OR
Speech-Language Hearing Association Hold a valid license issued by the
Tennessee Board of Communication
Disorders and Sciences
OR
Hold a valid license issued by an out-of-
state Board of Communication
Disorders and Sciences
OR
Holds the Certificate of Clinical
Competence from the American
Speech-Language Hearing Association
Education N/A N/A N/A N/A
Preparation
Recommendation N/A N/A N/A N/A
IAdditional N/A N/A N/A N/A
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TN Department of
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Speech Language Pathology Assistant

SLP-A Candidate

Out-of-5tate Educator

Tennessee Educator

h 4

Transcripts

degree with a
major or
concentration in

showing bachelor's

L

!

L

.

speech-language Transcripts Holds a current Hold a valid Hold a degree
pathology Niee SLPA-C from registration from speech-
communication bachelor’s degree the American issued by the language
disorders. or with a major or Speech- T pathology
speech and hrearing concentration in Ehzcce Board of assistant
sciences speech-language Hearing Communication program
patholpg}r: Association Disorders and
| communication Seiences as
disorders, or speech-
v ‘ sp.eech _anu:l language
Out-of-State hearing sciences pathology
Out-of-State initial-level SLP-A assistant
professional- license thatis a
level SLP-A partner in
license thatis a NASDTEC
partner in agreement
NASDTEC
agreement
h 4
Professional N Fractitioner W
License w License -
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Speech-Language Pathology Assistant

ALL CANDIDATES
(In-State or Out-of-State)

Practitioner

Practitioner

Professional

N/A Hold a bachelor's degree with a major or Hold a bachelor's degree with a major or
concentration in speech-language pathology, | concentration in speech-language pathology,
communication disorders, or speech and communication disorders, or speech and
hearing sciences from a regionally accredited [ hearing sciences from a regionally accredited
institution of higher education institution of higher education
IAssessments N/A N/A

N/A

Licenses Held

Hold a current Speech-Language Pathology
Assistant Certification (SLPA-C)
from the American Speech-Language &
Hearing Association
OR
Hold a valid registration with the Tennessee
Board of Communication Disorders and
Sciences as a speech-language pathology
assistant
OR
Hold a degree from a Speech-Language
Pathology Assistant Program
OR
Hold a bachelor's degree with a major or
concentration in speech-language pathology,
communication disorders, or speech and
hearing sciences from a regionally accredited
institution of higher education

Hold a full and valid initial-level license from a
state other than Tennessee that is a partnerin
the NASDTEC interstate agreement

Hold a full and valid out-of-state professional-
level speech-language pathology assistant
license from a state that is a partner in the

NASDTEC interstate agreement

Education Preparation N/A N/A N/A
Recommendation N/A N/A N/A
IAdditional Requirements N/A N/A N/A
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School Audiologist

,-/ School Audiologist

Out-of-State Educator

'

Transcripts
showing
advanced
degree in
audiology

Y

Hold a full and
valid out-of-
state initial level
school
audiologist
license from a
state thatis a
partner in the
MNASDTEC
interstate
agreement

'

Transcripts
showing
advanced
degree in
audiology

Y

Hald a full and
valid out-of-
state
professional
level school
audiologist
license from a
state that is a
partner in the
MNASDTEC
interstate
agreement

Professional

License

Candidate

~

Tennessee Educator

v

Transcripts
showing
advanced
degree in
audiology

v

:

Submit
qualifying
scores on all
required
assessments as
defined in the
Professional
Assessments
for Tennessee
Educator Policy

Hold a valid
audiology
license issued
by the
Tennessee
Board of
Communication
Disorders and
Sciences or the
licensing board
of another state

!

Submit
qualifying
scores on all
required
assessments as
defined in the
Professional
Assessments
for Tennessee
Educator Policy
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School Audiologist

In-State

Out-of-State

Out-of-State

Practitioner

Professional

Hold an advanced degree in audiology
from a state or regionally-accredited
institution of higher education with a

graduate-level program approved by the

Council on Academic Accreditation in

Audiology and
Speech-Language Pathology
OR
License (see below)

Hold an advanced degree in audiology
from a state or regionally-accredited
institution

Hold an advanced degree in audiology
from a state or regionally-accredited
institution

IAssessments

Submit qualifying scores on all required

assessments as defined in the Professional

Assessments for Tennessee Educator Policy

N/A

N/A

Licenses Held

Hold a valid audiology license issued by the
Tennessee Board of
Communication Disorders and Sciences or

Hold a full and valid out-of-state initial level
school audiologist license from a state that is
a partner in the NASDTEC interstate

Hold a full and valid out-of-state
professional-level school audiologist license
from a state that is a partner in the NASDTEC

the licensing board of a state agreement interstate agreement
other than Tennessee
OR
Degree (see above)
Education Preparation N/A N/A N/A
Recommendation N/A N/A N/A
IAdditional Requirements N/A N/A N/A

Educator Licensure * 710 James Robertson Parkway ¢ 9th Floor « Nashville, TN 37203 tn.gov/education

7 Revised July 2025



https://www.tn.gov/sbe/rules--policies-and-guidance/policies.html
https://www.tn.gov/sbe/rules--policies-and-guidance/policies.html

TN Department of

.Education

School Psychologist

If School F'symﬂloﬁist\,
Candidate !

A v
v v
Qurt-of-State Educator Tennessee Educator
r h 4
v
Submit Transcripts showing .
qualifying advanced degree in Submit
scores on all school psychology qualifying
required scores on all
assessments I required
I ¥ ¥ assessments
* * Hﬂld a full and Hald a full and
valid out-of- valid out-of- ¥ L J
Completed Hold a valid state initial level state Completed -
graduats-lgvel certificate as school _ professional graduate-level Hul';l a valid
prog;aml in N.‘a.tiona"y I_psychnflnglst level schoal educator prep cilr‘mjcatrilas
SCNOo Certified Sc[}om lcense I'El!"n d ps}"{hol@gist program in laltlﬂn-a y
psychology Psychologist state thgt isa license from a cchoal Certified School
approved for partner in the ctate that is a psychalogy Psychologist
licensure NASDTEC partner in the
interstate MASDTEC
agreement interstate
agreement
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School Psychologist

psychology from a regionally-
accredited institution

In-State Out-of-State
Practitioner Professional
Pathway 1 Pathway 2
N/A N/A Hold an advanced degree in school

Hold an advanced degree in school
psychology from a regionally-
accredited institution

Nationally Certified School
Psychologist issued by the National
School Psychology Certification
System
OR
Educator Prep Program (see below)

Nationally Certified School
Psychologist issued by the National
School Psychology Certification
System
OR
Educator Prep Program (see below)

valid out-of-state initial level school
psychologist license from a state
that is a partner in the NASDTEC
interstate agreement

IAssessments Submit qualifying scores on all Submit qualifying scores on all N/A N/A
required assessments as defined in [required assessments as defined in
the Professional Assessments for | the Professional Assessments for
Tennessee Educator Policy Tennessee Educator Policy
Licenses Held Hold a valid certificate as a Hold a valid certificate as a Hold a full and Hold a full and

valid out-of-state professional-level
school psychologist license from a
state that is a partner in the
NASDTEC interstate agreement

Education Preparation

Complete a State Board-approved [Complete a graduate-level educator N/A N/A
graduate-level educator preparation| preparation program in school
program in school psychology psychology approved for licensure
OR by a state other than
License (see above) Tennessee
OR

License (see above)
Recommendation N/A N/A N/A N/A
IAdditional Requirements N/A N/A N/A N/A
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School Counselor

{ school Counselor ™

Out-of-State Educator

1
\

| h ] ¥
Completed out- Hold a full and Hald a full and
of-state EPP in valid out-of- valid out-of-
school state initial level state
counseling school professional
_counseling level schoal
+ license from a counseling

Transcripts
showing advanced

state that is a
partner in the

degree in school NAS DTEtC
tounseing interstate
agreement
¥
Recommended Transcripts
by EPP showing advanced
degree in school
+ counseling
Submit
qualifying
scores on all
required
assessments

license from a
state thatis a
partner in the
NASDTEC
interstate
agreement

¥

Candidate
\. J

Tennessee Educator

¥

h

v

Transcripts showing
conferral of at least
a bachelor's degree

Transcripts showing
advanced degree in
counseling field

Transcripts showing
advanced degree in
school counseling

Transcripts
showing advanced
degree in school
counseling

v ¥ v
Enralled in a lled i I
Etate Board- Enrolled in a Completed

approved EPP State Board- State Board-
{iulé?embedded} approved EPP approved EPP
v ¥ ¥
Recommended Clompleted Recommended
by EPP JUN T 24 by EPP
hours with EPP Y
v v v
Submits R ded Submits
qualifying SETimende qualifying
scores on all by EFP scores on all
required required
assessments v assessments
Submits
supervision
agreement with
LEA & EPP
¥
Submits
qualifying
scores on all
required
ASSessSMents
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Minimum

Education

School Counselor

In-State

Out-of-State

Practitioner

Professional

Pathway 1

Pathway 2

Pathway 3

Pathway 1

Pathway 2

Hold an advanced degree
in school counseling from a
regionally-accredited
college or university

Hold a bachelor's degree
or higher from a
regionally-accredited
college or university

Hold an advanced degree
in a counseling field

Hold an advanced degree
in school counseling from
a regionally-accredited
college or university

Hold an advanced degree
in school counseling from
a regionally-accredited
college or university

Hold an advanced degree
in school counseling from
a regionally-accredited
college or university

IAssessments

Submit qualifying scores on
all required assessments as
defined in the Professional
Assessments for Tennessee

Educator Policy

Submit qualifying scores
on all required
assessments as defined
in the Professional
Assessments for
Tennessee Educator

Submit qualifying scores
on all required
assessments as defined
in the Professional
Assessments for
Tennessee Educator

Submit qualifying scores
on all required
assessments as defined in
the Professional
Assessments for
Tennessee Educator

N/A

N/A

of-state initial level school
counselor license from a
state that is a partner in
the NASDTEC interstate
agreement

Policy Policy Policy
Licenses Held N/A N/A N/A N/A Hold a full and valid out- [ Hold a full and valid out-

of-state professional-level

school counselor license
from a state that is a

partner in the NASDTEC
interstate agreement

Education
Preparation

Has completed a State
Board-approved educator
preparation program in
school counseling

Is enrolled in a State
Board-approved educator
preparation program in
school counseling with a
job-embedded clinical
practice

Is enrolled in a State
Board-approved educator,
preparation program in
school counseling

Has completed an
educator preparation
program in school
counseling approved by a
state other than
Tennessee

N/A

N/A

Recommendation

Is recommended by the
approved educator
preparation provider

Is recommended by the
approved educator
preparation provider

Is recommended by the
approved educator
preparation provider

Recommendation from
the out-of-state educator

preparation provider
where the educator
completed preparation

N/A

N/A

IAdditional
Requirements

N/A

Has completed a
minimum of twenty-four
(24) hours of coursework

in school counseling
and

N/A

N/A

N/A
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_ I Submits required
- e supervision agreement
.Education between the LEA and
approved educator
preparation provider
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School Social Worker

S

Out-of-State Educator

N

Y ¥ v
Completed out- )
gf.stlzte EPPin Hold a full and Transc_rlpts
schoal social valid out-of- showing
work state initial level bachelor's degree
social worker in schoal social
L license issued wark
by state board
other than TH *
Recommended
by EPP Hold a full and
valid out-of-

Candidate _/'

School Social Work

Tennessee Educator

v

v

v

state initial level
school social
work license
from a state
that is a partner
in the NASDTEC
interstate
agreement

Hold a full and
valid out-of-
state
professional
level schoal
social work
license from a
state that is a
partner in the
NASDTEC
interstate
agreement

Professional
License

Completed
State Board-
approved EPP
in school social
work

Recommended
by EPP

Hald a full and
valid out-of-
state initial level
social worker
license issued
by TN state
board of social
workers
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School Social Worker

In-State

Out-of-State

Practitioner

Professional

Pathway 1 Pathway 2 Pathway 1 Pathway 2 Pathway 3
Minimum N/A N/A N/A N/A Hold a bachelor's degree | Hold a bachelor's degree
Education or higher in social work | or higher in social work
from a regionally- from a regionally-
accredited college or accredited college or
university university
IAssessments N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A
Licenses Held N/A Hold a full and valid social N/A Hold a full and valid | Hold a full and valid out- | Hold a full and valid out-

worker license issued by
the Tennessee Board of
Social Workers

social worker license

issued by the licensing

board of a state other
than Tennessee

of-state initial level school

social work license from a
state that is a partner in
the NASDTEC interstate

of-state professional level

school social work license
from a state thatis a

partner in the NASDTEC

Requirements

agreement interstate agreement

Education Complete a State Board- N/A Complete an approved N/A N/A N/A
Preparation approved educator educator preparation
preparation program in program approved for

school social work licensure in school social
work by a state other
than Tennessee
Recommendation Is recommended by the N/A Is recommended by the N/A N/A N/A
approved educator approved educator

preparation provider preparation provider

IAdditional N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A
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TN Department of

.Education
Educational Interpreter
,-/ Educational \‘-,
\ \llterpreter Car'f:ln:la_tf/.-'
v \ 4
QOut-of-State Educator Tennessee Educator
Y h L
Trgnscripts Transcripts Tr_anscripts
showing conferral showing showing conferral
of bachelor's bachelor's degree of bachelor's
degree in educational degree
4 interpreting |
Y Y * ; ¢
Hold a current Hold a full and Submit Hold a current Submit
national valid out-of- walifyin Hold a full and valid national walifyin
certification in state initial level 5canes nngll out-of-state certification in scqares un%ll
interpreting educational required professional level interpreting required
with written interpreter assegsrnems educational with written assegsm onts
exam license from a interpreter license exarm
state thatisa from a state thatis a
partner in the partner in the
NASDTEC NASDTEC interstate
interstate agreement
agreement :

Professional
License

Practitioner

License
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Minimum

School Educational Interpreter

In-State

Out-of-State

Practitioner

Professional

Pathway 1

Pathway 2

Pathway 1

Pathway 2

Hold a bachelor's degree

Hold a bachelor's degree

Hold a bachelor’s degree

Hold a bachelor's degree

Hold a bachelor's degree

Hold a bachelor's degree

Requirements

recognized certification in
interpreting which
includes a written
examination related to
ethics and practice

recognized certification in
interpreting which
includes a written
examination related to
ethics and practice

Education from a regionally- from a regionally- from a regionally- from a regionally- from a regionally- in educational
accredited college or accredited college or accredited college or accredited college or accredited college or interpreting from a
university university university university university regionally-accredited
college or university
IAssessments N/A Submit qualifying scores N/A Submit qualifying scores N/A N/A
on all required on all required
assessments as defined assessments as defined
in the Professional in the Professional
Assessments for Assessments for
Tennessee Educator Tennessee Educator
Policy Policy
Licenses Held N/A N/A N/A N/A Holds a full and valid out-[Holds a full and valid out-
of-state initial level of-state professional level
educational interpreter | educational interpreter
license from a state that | license from a state that
is a partner in the is a partner in the
NASDTEC interstate NASDTEC interstate
agreement agreement
Education N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A
Preparation
Recommendation N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A
IAdditional Hold a current, nationally N/A Hold a current, nationally N/A N/A N/A
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School Service Personnel Renewal, Advancement, and Reactivation
Practitioner Renewal
To renew a practitioner school service personnel license, an educator must:
a. Practitioner School Service Personnel 15t issuance: Complete all licensure pathway elements (educator prep program,
assessments, current national credentials), where applicable.
b. Practitioner School Service Personnel:
e Earn thirty (30) qualifying professional development points

Professional School Services Personnel License Renewal
To renew the professional school services personnel license educators must meet one (1) of the following requirements:

a. Earn sixty (60) professional development points as indicted by SBE Educator Licensure Policy 5.502.
b. Complete two (2) years of qualifying experience within the validity period as defined by the Department

Iftheeducator has not met the requirements for renewal at the end of the validity period of the practitioner or professional license, then the
license shall become inactive. Inactive licenses must be reactivated.

Advancement
Toadvancefrom a practitionerschool services personnellicenseto a professionalschool service personnel license, an educatorshall
meet one of thefollowing sets of requirements:
1. Option1:
(a) Completethree(3) years of qualifying experience as an educator as defined by the Department ; and
(b) Earn thirty (30) professional development points, asindicated by SBE Educator Licensure Policy 5.502, or obtain the
recommendation from a Director of Schools or leader of a charter school or the school's charter management
organization (CMO).

2. Option2:
(a) Holda full and valid professional-level school service personnel license from a state other than Tennessee that is a
partnerin the NASDTEC interstate agreement.

Reactivation
A school services personnel license may be reactivated by meeting any one (1) of the following requirements:

Any Expired License Professional Expired License Only
Professional-Level License from a State Other than 60 Professional Development points OR two (2) years'
Tennessee qualifying experience as an educator
National Certification* Professional-Level License from a State Other than
Tennessee
Submission of Current Professional Assessment Scores National Certification*
Submission of Current Professional Assessment Scores

*National Certifications:

Speech-language Certificate of Clinical Competence in Speech-language Pathology (CCC-SLP) issued by the American Speech-language

Pathologists Hearing Association

Audiologist Certificate of Clinical Competence in Audiology (CCC-A) issued by the American Speech-language Hearing Association

School Psychologist National Certification in School Psychology issued by the National School Psychology Certification Board

School Counselor National Counselor Certification (NCC, CCMHC, MAS, or NCSC) issued by the National Board for Certified Counselors

School Social Worker Certified School Social Work Specialist (C-SSWS) issued by the National Association of Social Workers or Certification by
the Academy of Certified Social Workers (NASW)

Educational Interpreter Professional Deaf Interpreter Credential issued by the National Association for the Deaf or Registry of Interpreters for

the Deaf Certification
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