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Reactivation Procedures – Academic Licenses 
 

Overview of Requirements 

The TN State Board of Education’s Licensure Rule 0520-02-03 establishes requirements for 

reactivating expired licenses. All academic license types can be reactivated by meeting one of the 

following sets of requirements: 

• Hold an active license in another state considered equivalent to Tennessee’s Professional 

license, 

• Hold active National Board certification, or 

• Provide evidence of completion of an educator preparation program (EPP) if not already 

verified and submit passing scores on all currently required assessments. 

Educators with expired Professional licenses have two additional pathways: 

• Earn 60 professional development points (PDPs) at any time after the expiration date of the 

license, or 

• Demonstrate evidence of a minimum of two years of educator experience as defined by the 

Department. 

These two reactivation pathways are only available to educators with expired licenses specifically 

labeled “Professional” or “Professional – 6 Year.” Any licenses listed in the table at the bottom of this 

document are not considered professional licenses and can only be reactivated with National Board 

certification, an out-of-state professional license, or EPP verification and assessments. 

 

Tennessee Literacy Success Act 

Beginning August 1st, 2023, any educator seeking to reactivate a license with an endorsement 

impacted by the TN Literacy Success Act must first complete a Tennessee Department of 

Education (department)-approved literacy training or assessment. This applies regardless of the 

pathway through which an educator is seeking reactivation. Impacted endorsement areas include 

Elementary Education, Early Childhood Education, English as a Second Language, and most Special 

Education endorsements. 

 

For more information about this requirement and links to training and assessment options, please 

visit the Department’s TLSA landing page. 

 

Assessment/EPP Requirements by License Type 
If an applicant is seeking to reactivate an expired initial level license and does not hold National 

Board certification or an active out-of-state professional level license in another state, the only 

option for reactivation is to provide evidence of completion of an EPP (if not already provided) and 

submit passing scores on currently required assessments as defined in Professional Assessments 

for Educators Policy 5.105. License types that required EPP completion prior to issuance can be 

reactivated without providing updated evidence of a completed program (see the table below). 

 

https://www.tn.gov/sbe/rules--policies-and-guidance/rules.html
https://www.tn.gov/education/educators/licensing/licensing-faq/pdp-faq-for-educators.html
https://www.tn.gov/content/dam/tn/education/forms/Experience_for_Advancement_Guidance.pdf.pdf
https://bestforall.tnedu.gov/lessons-and-learning-item?content-id=7910
https://www.tn.gov/sbe/rules--policies-and-guidance/policies.html
https://www.tn.gov/sbe/rules--policies-and-guidance/policies.html
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Educators reactivating an expired license that was issued based on enrollment in a job-embedded 

program must have the appropriate pedagogical assessment on file. Educators who completed 

an in-state job-embedded program must either have passed the Praxis Principles of Learning and 

Teaching assessment prior to the license’s expiration date or have a passing score on the edTPA. 

Educators who completed an out-of-state job-embedded program must have a passing score on 

either the Praxis Principles of Learning and Teaching assessment or edTPA.  

 

Any educator who has never held a Practitioner license may enroll in a job-embedded program 

and become licensed through this pathway. This includes educators who once held a now-retired 

license in Tennessee. All license types in the chart below are retired except for the two Practitioner 

license types at the top (i.e., Practitioner – 1st Issuance, Practitioner Teacher). 

 

Reactivation Requirements 

 

License Type Proof of EPP 

Completion 

Current 

Content 

Assessments 

Pedagogical 

Assessment 

Able to 

Obtain a New 

Job-Embedded 

Practitioner 

License? 

Practitioner 

Teacher – 1st 

Issuance 

Required Required Required No 

Practitioner 

Teacher  

Not Required Required Not Required No 

Apprentice 

Teacher 

Not Required Required Not Required Yes 

Out-of-State 

Teacher 

Not Required Required Not Required Yes 

Interim Type B Not Required Required Required Yes 

Interim Type D Required Required Required Yes 

Alternative Type 

A 

Required Required Required Yes 

Alternative Type C Required Required Required Yes 

Alternative Type E Required Required Required Yes 

Alternative Type I Required Required Required Yes 
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License Type Proof of EPP 

Completion 

Current 

Content 

Assessments 

Pedagogical 

Assessment 

Able to 

Obtain a New 

Job-Embedded 

Practitioner 

License? 

Alternative Type 

II 

Required Required Required Yes 

Transitional Required Required Required Yes 

 





Accessibility Report





		Filename: 

		Reactivation Guide - Academic Licenses.pdf









		Report created by: 

		



		Organization: 

		







[Enter personal and organization information through the Preferences > Identity dialog.]



Summary



The checker found no problems in this document.





		Needs manual check: 2



		Passed manually: 0



		Failed manually: 0



		Skipped: 1



		Passed: 29



		Failed: 0







Detailed Report





		Document





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set



		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF



		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF



		Logical Reading Order		Needs manual check		Document structure provides a logical reading order



		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified



		Title		Passed		Document title is showing in title bar



		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents



		Color contrast		Needs manual check		Document has appropriate color contrast



		Page Content





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged content		Passed		All page content is tagged



		Tagged annotations		Passed		All annotations are tagged



		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order



		Character encoding		Passed		Reliable character encoding is provided



		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged



		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker



		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts



		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses



		Navigation links		Passed		Navigation links are not repetitive



		Forms





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged



		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description



		Alternate Text





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Figures alternate text		Passed		Figures require alternate text



		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read



		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content



		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation



		Other elements alternate text		Passed		Other elements that require alternate text



		Tables





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot



		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR



		Headers		Passed		Tables should have headers



		Regularity		Passed		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column



		Summary		Skipped		Tables must have a summary



		Lists





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		List items		Passed		LI must be a child of L



		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI



		Headings





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Appropriate nesting		Passed		Appropriate nesting










Back to Top

