
Integrated Early Childhood 
Conditional Approval Review 

Process

Office of Educator Licensure and Preparation



W H O L E  C H I L D

TENNESSEE PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
WILL BE EQUIPPED TO SERVE THE 
ACADEMIC AND NON-ACADEMIC 

NEEDS OF ALL STUDENTS

A C A D E M I C S
ALL TENNESSEE STUDENTS WILL 

HAVE ACCESS TO A HIGH-QUALITY 
EDUCATION, NO MATTER WHERE 

THEY LIVE

E D U C A T O R S

TENNESSEE WILL SET A NEW PATH 
FOR THE EDUCATION PROFESSION 

AND BE THE TOP STATE TO 
BECOME AND REMAIN A TEACHER 

AND LEADER



 To clarify expectations related to the integrated early 
childhood proposal requirements and submission 
process; and

 To provide submission guidance for completing proposals 
in TNAtlas.

Webinar Purpose
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 Integrated Early Childhood Program Context
 Proposal Requirements
 TNAtlas Submission
 Iterative Review Timeline
 Resources

Agenda
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Integrated Early 
Childhood Program 

Context



 Beginning in 2025*, all prospective educators entering a 
preparation program for early childhood education 
will complete an approved integrated early childhood and 
special education program offered by a Tennessee 
educator preparation provider (EPP).

 The following existing early childhood endorsements will be 
phased out by 2025*:
– Early Learning and Development pre-K-K
– Early Childhood Education pre-K-3
– Special Education Early Childhood pre-K-3

 The department is no longer accepting proposals for the 
previous early childhood endorsements under current SBE 
policy. 

Context
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 EPPs may use this process to apply for conditional 
approval to offer:
– Integrated Early Childhood Birth-K
– Integrated Early Childhood pre-K-3

 EPPs may propose both integrated endorsements on a 
single proposal.

Conditional Approval
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 Integration - the intentional blending of early childhood and 
special education instruction and practice within a 
preponderance of courses throughout preparation.

 Embedded Instruction - an approach used to promote child 
engagement, learning, and independence in everyday 
activities, routines, and transitions. This is accomplished by 
identifying times and activities when instructional procedures 
designed for teaching a child’s priority learning targets are 
implemented in the context of ongoing and naturally occurring 
activities, routines, and transitions in the classroom.

 Clinical Experiences – EPPs should strive for experiences 
with racially, linguistically, culturally, economically, and 
developmentally diverse populations.

Key Concepts
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 All EPPs were asked to complete an intent to submit form 
indicting which review cycle they will submit a proposal for 
review.

 Initial submission cycles include:
– May 24, 2021
– July 6, 2021
– Oct. 6, 2021
– Jan. 6, 2022
– After Jan. 6, 2022

Getting Started
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 All integrated early childhood program reviews will be 
managed by TDOE with trained reviewers.

 All proposals will be submitted in TNAtlas. The reviews 
will be iterative; feedback will be provided.

Getting Started
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Initial 
Submission

Department 
Review

EPP Revisions Department Re-
Review

(See review cycle 
dates for current 
year on TDOE 

website)
90 days 45 days 60 days



 Review the requirements in Tennessee Educator 
Preparation Policy (5.504) and the Literacy and Specialty 
Area Standards for Educator Preparation Policy (5.505)
carefully. 

 All integrated early childhood proposal requirements, 
cover page, and standards spreadsheet can be found on 
the TDOE webpage. 

Getting Started
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https://www.tn.gov/sbe/rules--policies-and-guidance/policies.html
https://www.tn.gov/sbe/rules--policies-and-guidance/policies.html


Integrated ECE 
Proposal 

Requirements



 Cover Page
 Proposal Requirements

– Section 1: Program Synopsis
– Section 2: Program Curriculum
– Section 3: Program Alignment to Standards
– Section 4: Program Components
– Section 5: Design of Clinical Experiences
– Section 6: Candidate Assessment
– Section 7: Optional Information

SAP Proposal Components
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Cover Page
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Cover Page



Proposal 
Requirements



 High-level overview of the design and/or structure of the 
proposed program (narrative)
– major(s);
– program levels (undergraduate or post-baccalaureate);
– clinical practice types (student teaching, internship, job-

embedded);
– justification for proposed program (e.g., regional need, 

communication with primary LEA partner); and
– SAP goals related to the specific proposed program.

Section 1: Program Synopsis
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 Overall approach to design the integrated endorsement 
program (narrative)
– What factors were considered when working with early 

childhood and special education faculty to create this 
program (discussion topics, changes made within and 
across the institution, etc.)?

– How was the idea of integration conceptualized 
and articulated among stakeholders involved in this 
process?

– What conversations are occurring between the EPP 
and district partners regarding clinical experiences?

– What additional details regarding the overall approach were 
taken into consideration?

Section 1: Program Synopsis
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 Program of study (upload)
– Candidate-facing document; outlines scope and sequence 

of entire program
– One program of study required for each pathway

 Candidate admission requirements (narrative)
– Review the Educator Preparation policy (5.504) carefully

• Post-baccalaureate candidates require a baccalaureate 
degree from a regionally accredited IHE

• Job-embedded candidates must hold an undergraduate major 
in the endorsement area or passing scores on the required 
content assessment

Section 2: Program Curriculum
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Section 2: Program of Study Example
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Section 2: Program of Study Example



 Using the Literacy and Specialty Area Standards for 
Educator Preparation Policy (5.505), list and hyperlink to 
standards applicable to the proposed program(s) 
including:
– InTASC
– EPP literacy
– Specialized Professional Association (SPA)

Section 3: Program Alignment to Standards
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https://www.tn.gov/sbe/rules--policies-and-guidance/policies.html
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Section 3: Program Alignment to 
Standards
 In the Transitions worksheet of the department-generated 

spreadsheet, include:
– Transition points (or gateways) and applicable benchmarks 

from admission to completion 
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Section 3: Program Alignment to 
Standards
 In the InTASC, SPA, and EPP literacy worksheets of the department-

generated spreadsheet, clearly align all courses and clinical 
experiences provided in the program of study (section 2) to each set 
of standards.
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Section 3: Program Alignment to 
Standards
 If multiple pathways are proposed in a single proposal, please 

differentiate by pathway (e.g., undergraduate, post-baccalaureate, 
job-embedded). 



 Using the Literacy and Specialty Area Standards for 
Educator Preparation Policy (5.505), clearly address the 
applicable program component for each proposed 
endorsement area by providing a narrative or including 
additional documentation. If the program components are 
addressed in other sections of the proposal, please 
indicate which section(s).

Section 4: Program Components
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https://www.tn.gov/sbe/rules--policies-and-guidance/policies.html


 Provide evidence (e.g., syllabus, example assessment, 
field experience handbook) demonstrating how early 
childhood and special education instruction and 
assessment content are taught together in a 
preponderance of courses rather than taught in isolated 
programming.

 Provide 2-3 detailed examples of how the program 
applies the principles/expectations of the DEC 
recommended practices, NAEYC professional 
competencies, and the NAEYC developmentally 
appropriate practices.
– Examples should include how these practices and 

competencies are delivered in an integrated manner.

Section 4: Program Components

27



28

Section 5: Design of Clinical Experiences

 Clinical Experience sequence (upload)
– Include field experiences and clinical practice 



 Using the Educator Preparation Policy (5.504), provide a narrative 
that describes the design of the clinical experiences and support 
for candidates, including how the program:
– offers of well-integrated clinical experiences in a variety of 

collaborative and inclusive settings appropriate to their endorsement 
and role (e.g., home-based, clinical or center-based, public school-
based setting); and addresses the full grade span of the endorsement 
area(s); and

– how the EPP will ensure the clinical experiences include children with 
and without disabilities educated together in inclusive settings to the 
greatest extent possible; and

– how candidates will be supervised and evaluated during clinical 
experiences

Section 5: Design of Clinical Experiences
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https://www.tn.gov/content/dam/tn/stateboardofeducation/documents/policies/5000/20200409_5.504%20Educator%20Preparation%20Policy.pdf


 Submit 1-3 candidate assessments (and any scoring 
mechanisms such as a rubric) and describe how 
these assessments provide opportunities for candidates to 
apply knowledge of:
– child development across the full range of the endorsement,
– embedded instruction,
– responsive learning environment,
– grade level academic standards,
– instructional access points for all learners (EL, gifted, SWD, at-risk 

learners), and
– quality Present Levels of Educational Performance (PLEPs) and 

functional goals for Individualized Education Programs (IEPs)
 If the assessments are not proprietary, provide plans for 

ensuring that the key assessments are valid and reliable.

Section 6: Candidate Assessment
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 Submit any additional information the EPP would like to 
provide to support the proposal.

Section 7: Optional Information
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TNAtlas Submission 
Process
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TNAtlas
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TNAtlas

Click on 
"Reviews"



TNAtlas
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Click on "My 
EPP Reviews"
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TNAtlas

Click on the 
SAP Proposal
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TNAtlas

Assign 
Contributor(s)
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TNAtlas

Program of 
Study Upload

Admission 
Requirements 

Narrative
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TNAtlas

Click on 
"Provide 

Evidence"
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TNAtlas

Provide a 
narrative here
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TNAtlas

Upload 
documents 

here
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TNAtlas

Optional 
Information
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TNAtlas

If no optional information 
is uploaded, click the box 
next to "We choose not to 

submit this optional 
evidence."

Click "Submit to Admin"
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TNAtlas

The EPP administrator will need to approve each section.
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TNAtlas

Click on "I agree to 
the Terms and 

Conditions" and 
click "Submit."



Proposal Review 
Timeline
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Proposal Timeline

Action Timeline

Department review of proposals 90 days following submission

EPP proposal revisions 45 days following feedback

Final review outcome 
communicated

60 days following submitted 
revisions



Resources



 Tennessee Educator Preparation Policy (5.504)
 Literacy and Specialty Area Standards for Educator 

Preparation Policy (5.505)
 Tennessee Professional Assessments Policy (5.105)
 National Association for the Education of Young Children 

(NAEYC) Standards for Initial and Advanced Early 
Childhood Professional Preparation Programs

 Division for Early Childhood (DEC) Initial Practice-Based 
Professional Preparation Standards for Early 
Interventionists/Early Childhood Special Educators

Resources
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https://www.tn.gov/sbe/rules--policies-and-guidance/policies.html
https://www.tn.gov/sbe/rules--policies-and-guidance/policies.html
https://www.tn.gov/sbe/rules--policies-and-guidance/policies.html
https://www.naeyc.org/sites/default/files/globally-shared/downloads/PDFs/accreditation/higher-ed/naeyc-higher-ed-accreditation-standards.pdf
https://d4ab05f7-6074-4ec9-998a-232c5d918236.filesusr.com/ugd/95f212_6e8952cda15f48b3935a7729dddcb50d.pdf


 Crosswalk of DEC EI/ECSE standards with the NAEYC 
Professional Standards and Competencies for Early Childhood 
Educators

 Early Childhood Personnel Center (ECPC): Course 
Development and Curriculum Resources (includes sample 
syllabi)

 National Association for the Education of Young Children 
(NAEYC) Competencies for Early Childhood Educators

 National Association for the Education of Young Children 
(NAEYC) Developmentally Appropriate Practices

 Division for Early Childhood (DEC) Recommended Practices
 Early Childhood Technical Assistance Center 

(ECTA): Embedded Instruction Practices and Embedded 
Instructional Practices Checklist

Additional Resources
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https://d4ab05f7-6074-4ec9-998a-232c5d918236.filesusr.com/ugd/95f212_c219c6614e404012bec7ba34b2d57782.pdf
https://ecpcta.org/ihe-faculty/
https://www.naeyc.org/sites/default/files/globally-shared/downloads/PDFs/resources/position-statements/professional_standards_and_competencies_for_early_childhood_educators.pdf
https://www.naeyc.org/resources/topics/dap
https://d4ab05f7-6074-4ec9-998a-232c5d918236.filesusr.com/ugd/95f212_12c3bc4467b5415aa2e76e9fded1ab30.pdf
https://ectacenter.org/%7Epdfs/decrp/PG_Ins_EmbeddedInstr_prac_print_2017.pdf
https://ectacenter.org/%7Epdfs/decrp/INS-2_Embedded_Instruction_2018.pdf


Contact Information

Michael Deurlein, senior director of educator licensure & preparation
Michael.Deurlein@tn.gov

Annie Insana, senior director of educator preparation  
Annie.Insana@tn.gov

Jennifer Nelson, director of engagement & partnerships
Jennifer.P.Nelson@tn.gov

Ron Blaylock, educator preparation program manager 
Ron.Blaylock@tn.gov

Gary Smith, director of early childhood special education
Gary.X.Smith@tn.gov
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