
  
 
 
 
 
 

 

BILL LEE 
GOVERNOR 

 

STATE OF TENNESSEE 
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 
NINTH FLOOR, ANDREW JOHNSON 

TOWER 
710 JAMES ROBERTSON PARKWAY 

NASHVILLE, TN 37243-0375 
 

LIZZETTE REYNOLDS 
COMMISSIONER 

 

 
 

 
 

Tennessee Department of Education • Andrew Johnson Tower, 9th Floor • 710 James Robertson Parkway • Nashville, TN 37243  

Tel: (615) 741-5158 
 

Via Electronic Mail  
 

February 26, 2026 
  
Margie Quin, Commissioner  
Martina Stump, Director of Education  
Tennessee Department of Children’s Services  
315 Deaderick Street  
Nashville, TN 37238 
 
Re: Waiver Request – Department of Children’s Services (DCS) Educational Settings 
 
Dear Director Quin: 
  
We are in receipt of the memo dated July 29, 2025, whereby you request certain 
waivers be granted for the 2025-26 school year by the Tennessee Department of 
Education (TDOE), pursuant to Tenn. Code Ann. § 37-5-119 (c)(2), for the operation of 
DCS Youth Development Centers and residential treatment centers. In the memo, the 
following waivers were requested:  
  
• That TDOE grant a teacher holding a valid Tennessee teaching license the ability 
to grant credit in all academic subjects and certain career technical education courses 
(previously selected by TDOE) to students without disabilities due to the limited number 
of available teachers in DCS Youth Development Centers and Residential Treatment 
Centers.  
  
• That TDOE grant a teacher holding a valid Tennessee teaching license with a 
special education endorsement the ability to grant credit in all academic subjects and 
certain career technical education courses (previously selected by TDOE) to both 
students with disabilities and students without disabilities due to the limited number of 
available teachers in DCS Youth Development Centers and Residential Treatment 
Centers.  
  
• That TDOE waive the requirement for DCS Youth Development Center and 
residential nonpublic school educators who teach classes with End-of-Course (EOC) 
tests be certified in the content area of the EOC due to the limited number of employed 
teachers.  
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• That TDOE allow teachers with a valid Tennessee teaching license to teach 
English Learners (ELs) in English as a Second Language (ESL) classes or provide ELs 
with other services regardless of whether they are endorsed in ESL, upon the condition 
that the teacher would receive training to provide ESL services. 
  
• That TDOE allow teachers with a valid Tennessee teaching license to administer 
the annual English Language Proficiency assessment specified by TDOE regardless of 
whether they are endorsed in ESL.   
  
• That TDOE allow the work-based learning opportunities in the Tennessee High 
School Policy take place within DCS Youth Development Centers and Residential 
Treatment Centers (in addition to the community) due to security concerns, the nature 
of the student population, and the geographic isolation of a large portion of DCS 
facilities.   
  
• That TDOE allow students in DCS Youth Development Centers and Residential 
Treatment Centers to participate in credit recovery programs and mastery-based 
learning courses in addition to traditional course work using online software, such as 
Edmentum, that contains courses and assessments aligned with Tennessee state 
standards.   
  
• That TDOE waive the requirements in Tenn. Code Ann. § 49-6-1503 as they 
relate to summer programming due to the year-round scheduling in DCS schools.   
  
Pursuant to my authority under Tenn. Code Ann. § 37-5-119(c)(2), upon the condition 
that all teachers working outside their area of endorsement receive basic training in 
those areas, the above referenced requests are hereby granted for the 2025-26 school 
year. 
  
If you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact me.   
 Sincerely, 
 
 
  
  
Lizzette Reynolds 
Commissioner 
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