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Via Electronic Mail 

 
May 16, 2025 
 
Manny Moore, Director of Schools 
Cocke County Schools 
305 Hedrick Drive  
Newport, TN 37821-9998 
moorem@mail.cocke.k12.tn.us 
 
Dear Director Moore: 
 

I am in receipt of your Hurricane Helene Relief Waiver Request Application requesting waivers of certain state laws and 
State Board of Education (SBE) rules and policies for Cocke County Schools that are needed due to the impact of 
Hurricane Helene. The following waivers are approved for the 2024-25 school year: 

 

• Teacher Evaluation Timelines/Pacing Waiver: SBE 0520-02-01-.02(3) 

This will waive the evaluation timeline requirements and allow Cocke County Schools to work with the educator 

effectiveness team to document the flexibility being implemented. Teachers employed by Cocke County 

Schools will be marked as partial year exemptions (PYE) by the department. As a result: 

o Level of overall effectiveness (LOE) scores will not be generated for educators in Cocke County 

Schools. 

o Observation requirements will be removed. 

o Measure selection requirements will be removed. 

o Student growth portfolio/universal reading screener growth score generation requirements will be 

removed. 

o Evaluation pacing for the 2025-26 school year will be based on each educator’s previous year’s LOE. 

 

• Tenure: T.C.A. § 49-5-503(4) 

This waiver allows a teacher in the last one (1) or two (2) years of the teacher’s probationary period who has 

met all other requirements for tenure eligibility but has not acquired an official evaluation score during the last 

one (1) or two (2) years of the probationary period due to the direct impact of Hurricane Helene to utilize the 

most recent two (2) years of available evaluation scores achieved during the probationary period to document 

eligibility for tenure. 

 

• Student Assessments Factored into Student Grades Waiver: T.C.A. § 49-1-617(a), SBE Policy 2.102, SBE 

Policy 2.103, and SBE Rule 0520-01-03-.03(11)(d) 

This will waive the student grade requirements to allow Cocke County Schools to only count assessments as a 
percentage of a student’s grade if doing so would help the student achieve a higher grade. 

 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Lizzette Reynolds 
Commissioner 
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