Major Differences in IDEA & Section 504

A federal funding statute which
provides financial aid to states in

exchange for the state ensuring that General
students with disabilities will be Purpose
provided FAPE.
A student is only eligible to receive
IDEA services if the individualized A student is eligible to receive
education program (IEP) team special education and related aids
determines that the child has a Eligi bilit}' for and services if the student has a
disability (as defined by 34 CFR. § services physical or mental impairment that
300.08(c)) and needs special substantially limits one or more
education and related services as a major life activity.
result of the disability.

Appropriate means a program
reasonably calculated to ensure the
student makes progress FAPE
appropriate in light of his or her
individual circumstances.

LEA receives additional federal . - .
ik Fes e e Bt e e e Fundlng Additional funds are not provided.
« Mot specifically mentioned,

although if modifications must
be made to provide FAPE, IDEA
requires it. Accessibility
+ Does not extend least
restrictive environment to
nonacademic services.

+ Reqguires written notice
regarding identification,
evaluation, and placement.
Motice requirements are Procedural
specifically spelled out. Safeguards

»  Prior written notice required
before any change in

« Written notice not required
although it is recommended.

» Motice required before a
significant change in
placement.

placement.
Fourteen disabilities under federal Py
ualifyin
law and two disabilities under state Q . }' . g
law. Disabhilities
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Major Differences in IDEA & Section 504 (continued)

IDEA SECTION 504

Evaluations &
Reevaluations

Parent is a required member of a Parental
student’s IEP team. Involvement

Dispute
Resolution/
Grievance
Procedures

Compliance monitored by the

department. Enforcement
The department will resolve
complaints.

Transition
Services

Independent
Educational
Evaluation

Employment
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