


Third Grade Fall Welcome Letter

Welcome Back!

We are excited that you have chosen to send your third grader to our school, _______. Our third-grade teaching team has a busy year planned for their students. Third grade is an essential year in your child’s kindergarten through twelfth grade educational experience. 

In third grade, students have a goal to solidify their ability to read fluently and comprehend what they read. By the end of third grade, we want them to be ready to apply their reading skills to standards-based tasks, such as determining the main idea of a text and explaining how the details support the main idea. This additional layer of learning can be challenging for students in third grade. 

At the end of the school year, your child will take the statewide assessment called the Tennessee Comprehensive Assessment Program, or TCAP. This assessment provides important information and data regarding how your student is progressing towards mastering academic standards. 

Tennessee requires third grade students to demonstrate proficiency on TCAP in English Language Arts as part of the promotion to fourth grade. We want to keep you informed about your child’s progress throughout third grade, and we encourage you to support your child’s learning in third grade in several ways.

First, make sure that your child gets a good night sleep before coming to school, and attends school every day. Second, develop a strong relationship and communication strategy with your child’s third grade teacher. (ADD IN WEBSITES, TEACHER NEWSLETTER INFORMATION ETC). Third, pay close attention to information sent home from school especially letters sharing your child’s progress in third grade. You will receive a home literacy report in early October outlining your child’s progress. This important letter will help you understand how your child is progressing in their ability to learn to read. (ADD BENCHMARKING DATA AND SCHEDULE HERE). 

In addition, it is important for your child to practice reading at home. One way your child can practice reading is to read aloud with you for twenty minutes each day. 
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