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Threats of Violence
Family and Community Statement

Often, when a district is faced with a threat of violence, swift notification is necessary to inform stakeholders on what is taking
place. Best practice is to have communication templates ready so that staff can quickly modify the message to reflect the
current situation and send timely notifications during an emergency situation. This template serves as a sample statement to
notify the community of efforts to assess threats and ensure the safety of students and staff.

Dear Parents and Guardians:

The Fiction County School District administration was notified of a potential threat of violence earlier today. In response
to acts of violence and threats to schools' campuses, Tennessee law outlines procedures and protocols that must be
followed by local education agencies. The Fiction County School District acted in accordance with Tenn. Code Ann. § 49-
6-2701 and Tenn. Code Ann. §8 49-6-3401 to investigate the potential threat of violence that occurred today. To ensure all
safety and security protocols were implemented, law enforcement, district administration, and school resource officers
were immediately involved. Based on these assessments, no imminent threat to our campus was found; therefore,
school will resume on a normal schedule.

Furthermore, the individual(s) who created the threat was/were identified, and appropriate action has been taken to
ensure the safety and security of all Fiction County School District campuses. This letter is to inform you of this situation
and to ask for your help. Threats of violence can result in serious consequences. Penalties can range from detention to
dismissal with the possibility of arrest and felony criminal charges (Tenn. Code Ann. § 39-16-517(b)(1)).

We encourage parents to talk with their children about making wise choices and the potential consequences of using
social media or other electronic devices to threaten violence. Please discuss with your children the consequences of
making violent threats and how to communicate appropriately through social media and other electronic means.
Posting a threat is as good as making the threat itself and the Fiction County School District requests that all students
and their families refrain from reposting threats and rumors on social media.

All threats to our school district and our students are taken seriously and investigated thoroughly. Please contact the
Fiction County Police Department immediately if you discover information that may assist in investigating potential
violence against our schools. Additionally, the Tennessee Department of Safety and Homeland Security offers the free
SafeTN App for anonymous reporting. The SafeTN App allows anyone to anonymously report suspicious or criminal
behavior and other safety concerns. Students, staff, parents, and the community only need to download the free mobile
app on a compatible device.

We appreciate your help as we work together to keep our students safe by guiding them to make positive choices for a
successful future. If you have questions or concerns, please contact our administration.

Sincerely,

Director of Schools

Fiction County School District
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