
 
 

Next Steps for Families Following Approval 
 

Once a student’s application is approved, the parent, guardian, or student over 18 years old must 

complete the following steps to officially participate in the Tennessee Education Savings Account 

(ESA) Program: 

 

 

Review the ESA Family Handbook. Families are responsible for following the policies and 

procedures outlined in this handbook. 

 

 

Research, tour, and apply to ESA approved participating non-public schools. 

 

West Tennessee Schools Middle Tennessee Schools East Tennessee Schools 

 

Once accepted and enrolled in an approved participating non-public school, approved 

families may spend ESA funds on tuition, textbooks, uniforms, and other pre-approved 

educational expenses. 

 

• If you decide to enroll your child in a non-participating Category I, II, or III non-public 

school, your ESA funds will only cover certain eligible expenses. Refer to page 14 of our ESA 

Family Handbook for more information on allowable expenses in a non-participating 

school. 

 

• Category IV and V non-public schools or independent home schools are not allowed for students 

participating in the ESA program. 

Please only complete this step once your child has been officially accepted to a school.  

Log in to your ESA Portal Account. Click the “My ESA Application” tab at the top of the page. 

From there, click “Select School” to update your child’s school for the 2024-25 school year. 

A video with instructions is linked here: TN ESA Family Portal: Selecting a School. 

 

• The deadline to complete school enrollment for Winter 2025 participation is January 31, 

2024. Available ESA seats are filled as enrollment information is submitted.  

Note: You may only “Select School” for your children who have been formally approved. If 

your child has an application status that says anything other than “Approved,” you will not be 

able to select their school. 
 

After selecting and submitting your school in the portal, the school will need to verify your child’s 

enrollment. Your status will show as “Pending School Review” until the school approves your child’s 

enrollment. 
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https://www.tn.gov/content/dam/tn/education/esa/ESA_2024-25_Family_Handbook.pdf
https://www.tn.gov/content/dam/tn/education/esa/ESA_Approved_Schools_West_list_2024-25.pdf
https://www.tn.gov/content/dam/tn/education/esa/ESA_Approved_Schools_Middle_List_2024-25.pdf
https://www.tn.gov/content/dam/tn/education/esa/ESA_Approved_Schools_East_List_2024-25.pdf
https://www.tn.gov/content/dam/tn/education/esa/ESA_2024-25_Family_Handbook.pdf
https://www.tn.gov/content/dam/tn/education/esa/ESA_2024-25_Family_Handbook.pdf
https://app.esa.tnedu.gov/users/sign_in
https://app.guidde.com/share/playbooks/ueJ2zEG5vFMadWA5KwHNSw?origin=KQdvV9y7euOtTmxhj3h5yDv3a4s1


 

 

 

You may log in to your ESA Portal Account to complete the ESA Account Holder Contract and 

the expense pre-approval budget sheet (i.e. how you would like to budget your ESA funds). 

 

 
 

 

You must complete the ESA Account Holder Contract to establish an account and receive 

ESA funds. Once you acknowledge and accept the terms of the ESA Account Holder Contract, 

you will determine how you plan to spend ESA funds.  

 

• Your child must attend a Category I, II, or III non-public school. If, after signing the contract, 

your student enrolls in and attends a public school, home school, or Category IV or V non-public 

school, your student will no longer be eligible for an ESA and will be removed from the 

program. 
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https://app.esa.tnedu.gov/users/sign_in

