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Tennessee Education Freedom Scholarship Program  

Instructions 

HOW TO SUBMIT YOUR APPLICATION 

To submit an online application, please visit: https://www.tn.gov/education/efs.html 

To submit a paper application, please mail or drop off in person to the following address: 

EFS Program c/o TDOE 
Andrew Johnson Tower, 10th Floor 710 James Robertson Parkway 
Nashville, TN 37243 
 

Please be advised that applications are considered in the order in which they are received by the 
online application system. Paper applications submitted in person or sent by mail will be entered 
into the online application system on the same business day they are received by the department. 

Note: Please be advised that an incomplete application and/or failure to provide the 
required documentation will result in the loss of your position in line for scholarship 

consideration, which is awarded based on the order of receipt. 

Section 1: Student Information 

Please provide the following information to complete your account set-up and assist our team in 
communicating with you through the application process. 

• Provide the necessary information about the student for whom the EFS application is being 
submitted and the parent/legal guardian 

• The student must be at least 5 years old by September 30, 2025. See the EFS Handbook for more 
information regarding a student with a birthday between August 15 and September 30. 

• Information provided on this page will be used in the eligibility and residency verification processes, 
so please use legal names. 

• Self applies to an eligible student who is submitting on their own behalf and is over the age of 18 or 
an emancipated minor. 

• The checkbox to certify that you are the parent and/or legal guardian of the student or a student 
over 18 years of age or an emancipated minor applying on your own behalf must be checked. 

https://www.tn.gov/education/efs.html
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• You must complete the Additional Parent or Legal Guardian if you intend to submit documentation 
with his or her name on it instead of or in addition to the Primary Parent or Legal Guardian or Self 
identified as the account holder. 

Section 2: Eligibility 

This section requires providing supporting documentation to demonstrate the student’s eligibility for the 
EFS program as either a U.S. citizen or lawfully present in the U.S. This information is required for all 
applications. Additionally, if you are interested in applying for a Qualified Scholarship, you will be prompted 
to provide documentation to demonstrate eligibility. For more information on all eligibility requirements, 
please visit https://www.tn.gov/education/efs.html.  

Pursuant to Chapter 7 of the Public Acts of the First Extraordinary Session of 2025, section 49-6-3504, the 
department shall deny the scholarship application of an eligible student who cannot establish the eligible 
student’s lawful presence in the United States. 

T.C.A. § 4-58-103 outlines acceptable documentation for verification of citizenship of applicants for benefits. 
Please provide a copy of one of the following to confirm U.S. citizenship:  

(1) Student’s valid Tennessee driver license or photo identification license issued by the department of 
safety; or 

(2) Student’s valid driver license or photo identification license from another state where the issuance 
requirements are at least as strict as those in Tennessee, as determined by the Department of 
Safety; 

(3) Student’s official birth certificate (not the Mother’s Copy) issued by a state, jurisdiction or territory of 
the United States, including Puerto Rico, U.S. Virgin Islands, Northern Mariana Islands, American 
Samoa, Swains Island, Guam; Puerto Rican birth certificates issued before July 1, 2010, shall not be 
recognized; 

(4) Student’s U.S. government-issued certified birth certificate; 
(5) Student’s valid, unexpired U.S. passport; 
(6) Student’s Certificate of Report of Birth issued by U.S. Department of State (DS-1350); 
(7) Student’s Report of Birth Abroad issued by U.S. Department of State (FS-240); 
(8) Student’s certificate of citizenship (N560 or N561); 
(9) Student’s certificate of naturalization (N550, N570 or N578). 

 
Pursuant to TCA 4-58-103(d)(1), qualified alien status may be established by presentation of two (2) forms 
of documentation of identity and immigration status. 

Options to Show Proof of Student’s Lawful Presence in the United States 

(1) Government-issued identification (may only serve as one form of documentation) 
(2) Permanent Resident Alien Card (I-551) 

https://www.tn.gov/education/efs.html
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(3) Foreign passport stamped by the U.S. Government indicating that the holder has been "Processed 
for I-551" 

(4) Permanent resident Re-entry Permit (I-327) 
(5) Arrival Departure Form I-94 with “Temporary I-551” stamp and holder’s photograph affixed 
(6) Travel Document issued to Permanent Residents (I-327) 
(7) Travel Document issued to Refugees (I-571) 
(8) Form I-94 stamped with one of the following statuses:  Asylee, Parolee or Parole, Refugee, Asylum, 

HP-humanitarian parolee or PIP-public interest parolee 
(9) I-797 Approval Notice of I-914 Petition for T Nonimmigrant Status 
(10) Office of Refugee Resettlement Eligibility Letter for benefits under Trafficking Victims Protection 

Act 
(11) I-797 Prima Facie Case for I-360 Special Immigrant Petition pursuant to Violence Against Women’s 

Act 
(12) I-797 Approval Notice of Application for I-360 Special Immigrant Petition pursuant to Violence 

Against Women’s Act 
(13) Prima Facie Determination Letter for I-360 Special Immigrant Petition pursuant to Violence Against 

Women’s Act (VAWA) 

Note: Documentation will not be returned to the applicant. 

Additionally, for documents originally produced in languages other than English, only certified English 
translation copies will be accepted. 

Note: Valid U.S. citizenship/lawful presence documentation must be submitted with the 
application for it to be processed. Please be advised that failure to provide the required 
documentation will result in the loss of your position in line for scholarship consideration, 
which is awarded based on the order of receipt. 

Qualified Scholarship Eligibility 

If you wish to apply for a Qualified Scholarship, you will need to submit documentation to satisfy one of the 
following four eligibility options.  

Note: If you select “No,” your application will still be considered for a Universal Scholarship, and you can 
proceed to Section 3: Residency Verification. Learn more about Qualified and Universal Scholarships at 
https://www.tn.gov/education/efs.html.) 

1. Federal Tax Return for 2024 
a. Please provide a copy of the 2024 Form 1040 tax return that was filed by the parent/legal 

guardian and lists the eligible student as a dependent. 2024 Form 1040 returns for both 
parents of an eligible student shall be included if either: 

https://www.tn.gov/education/efs.html
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i. Parents of the eligible student share joint primary residential custody such that 
neither or both are designated as the primary parent in a custody order, or 

ii. Parents of the eligible student share a household but filed taxes ad “married, filing 
separately” or as “head of household.” 

b. The name, address, entire list of dependents, and Line 9 of the document must be visible. 
The student’s name should be listed as a dependent. 

2. TANF or SNAP Eligibility  
a. Please include current (within last 365 days) benefits documentation that lists the name of 

the parent/legal guardian or student. If providing eligibility letter for a household member 
not listed as a parent/legal guardian or student on this application, please provide additional 
documentation from the One DHS portal that lists the eligible student (e.g. a screenshot of 
the household member list). 

3. IEA Eligibility 
a. Please include the first page of the student’s most current, active Individualized Education 

Program (IEP) OR your IEA Program acceptance email if you are an existing participant. 
i. Learn more about the IEA Program qualifications at 

https://www.tn.gov/education/iea.html. 
4. ESA Eligibility 

a. Residency Documents demonstrating student is zoned to attend a school in one of the 
following districts: Memphis-Shelby County Schools, Hamilton County Schools, Metro-
Nashville Public Schools, or the Achievement School District. 

b. Income Eligibility on a 2024 Form 1040 federal tax return that was filed by the parent/legal 
guardian and lists the eligible student as a dependent. 2024 Form 1040 returns for both 
parents of an eligible student shall be included if either: 

i. Parents of the eligible student share joint primary residential custody such that 
neither or both are designated as the primary parent in a custody order, or 

ii. Parents of the eligible student share a household but filed taxes as “married, filing 
separately” or as “head of household” 

c. Learn more information about ESA qualifications at http://www.tn.gov/education/esa.html. 

Section 3: Residency Verification 

This section requires two (2) proofs of Tennessee Residency. For each proof, please select the type of 
approved documentation included.  

All provided residency documents must include and clearly show: 

• Name of Parent/Guardian/Student as listed on the application 
• Address provided on the application 
• Date the document was issued to the recipient 

Please note that PO boxes are not allowable for proof of residency.  

https://www.tn.gov/education/iea.html
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For more information on approved forms of residency documentation, please view the Eligibility & 
Application Checklist and FAQ found at https://www.tn.gov/education/efs.html. 

For all documentation provided, please note the following: 

• Please ensure all required documents are provided, documentation is clear and legible, and all 
required fields are completed on the documents. Incomplete applications will be returned and will 
not maintain their place in line for scholarship consideration. 

• For documents originally produced in languages other than English, only certified English translation 
copies will be accepted. 

Options for providing evidence of EFS residency eligibility are limited to the following: 

☐ A valid, non-expired Tennessee Identification Card – Driver License, Identification License or 
Card, Handgun Carry Permit  

Issued within the LAST 90 DAYS: 

☐ A utility bill or connection notice (water, gas, electric, internet, or garbage) issued within the last 
90 days. Submitted documents should list a parent/guardian name and include the same 
address as listed on the application. 

☐ An installment loan statement (Automobile, Mortgage, Personal, Student, Bank) 
☐ An Insurance Bill or Policy (Homeowner’s or Renter’s Insurance, Automobile Insurance, Health 

Insurance) 
☐ Affidavit of Residence (Landlord affidavit of residence – must be signed and notarized) 
☐ Fiscal Documentation (Employment Check Stub, Bank Statement) 
☐ Agency Documentation (Social Security, Disability, TANF, SNAP, Public Assistance/Government 

Benefits) 
☐ Court Documentation 

Issued within the LAST 365 DAYS: 

☐ Rental or Mortgage Contract (Deed of Sale for Property, Mortgage Contract, Rental or Lease 
Agreement signed by landlord and resident) 

☐ Tennessee Voter Registration Card 
☐ Tennessee Vehicle Registration 
☐ Tax Documentation (2024 IRS Tax Return Form 1040, Real Estate/Property Tax Receipt 

Note: Valid Residency Eligibility Documentation clearly showing all required information 
must be submitted with the application for it to be processed. Please be advised that failure to 
provide the required documentation will result in the loss of your position in line for 
scholarship consideration, which is awarded based on the order of receipt. 
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Section 4: Review and Finalize 

Please review both the 2025-26 EFS Assurances and the FERPA Release information provided in the 
application. After review, confirm acknowledgement and agreement by checking the box and providing your 
signature below the assurances. 

All applications are considered in the order they are received. Communication 
regarding your application status will be sent via email to the email address provided in 

this application. Emails will come from notifications@theolearning.com. 

 

Tennessee Department of Education 
Education Freedom Scholarship Program 
Division of Choice 
Andrew Johnson Tower 
710 James Robertson Parkway 
Nashville, TN 37243 

Email: EFS.Questions@tn.gov 
 

  

mailto:notifications@theolearning.com
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Tennessee Education Freedom Scholarship Program  

Application 

Section 1: Student Information 

Student’s Name 

First Name 

 

Middle Name 

 

Last Name 

 

Suffix 

 

Student’s Previous Name(s) Used (if Applicable) 

 

Student’s Home Address 

Street 

 

Apt/Unit 

 

City 

 

Zip Code 

 

Student’s Grade: What grade will the student be in for the 2025-26 school year? 

☐ Kindergarten 
☐ 1st Grade 
☐ 2nd Grade 
☐ 3rd Grade 
☐ 4th Grade 
☐ 5th Grade 
☐ 6th Grade 

☐ 7th Grade 
☐ 8th Grade 
☐ 9th Grade 
☐ 10th Grade 
☐ 11th Grade 
☐ 12th Grade 

Has the student ever repeated a grade?  
☐ Yes 
☐ No 
If yes, which grade(s)? ____________________ 

Student’s Birthday 

Date of Birth (mm/dd/yy)    _____________________________________ 
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Student’s Race and/or Ethnicity: Select all that apply. 

☐ American Indian or Alaska Native 
☐ Asian 
☐ Black or African American 
☐ Hispanic or Latino 

☐ Middle Eastern or North African 
☐ Native Hawaiian or Pacific Islander 
☐ White 
☐ Prefer not to answer 

Student’s Sex 

☐ Male 
☐ Female 

Primary Parent or Guardian or Self 

Note: This will be the main point of contact from the EFS Team through email and phone. 

First Name 

 

Middle Name 

 

Last Name 

 

Suffix 

 

Relationship to Student 

 

Preferred Language 

 

Email Address 

 

Phone No. 

 

☐ I certify that I am the parent and/or legal guardian of the student above, or that I am a student over 18 
years of age or an emancipated minor applying on my own behalf. 

Additional Parent/Guardian (Optional) 

First Name 

 

Middle Name 

 

Last Name 

 

Suffix 

 

Relationship to Student 

 

Preferred Language 

 

Email Address 

 

Phone No. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ashleigh McFadden
This isn’t in the online application
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Section 2: Eligibility 

Which form(s) of U.S. citizenship or lawful presence documentation will you be submitting on behalf of the 
student to determine lawful presence eligibility? Check appropriate boxes. 

One Proof of U.S. Citizenship: 
☐ Student’s valid Tennessee driver license or photo identification license issued by the department of 

safety containing a REAL ID marker; or 
☐ Student’s valid driver license or photo identification license from another state where the issuance 

requirements are at least as strict as those in Tennessee, as determined by the Department of 
Safety; 

☐ Student’s official birth certificate (not the Mother’s Copy) issued by a state, jurisdiction or territory of 
the United States, including Puerto Rico, U.S. Virgin Islands, Northern Mariana Islands, American 
Samoa, Swains Island, Guam; Puerto Rican birth certificates issued before July 1, 2010, shall not be 
recognized; 

☐ Student’s U.S. government-issued certified birth certificate; 
☐ Student’s valid, unexpired U.S. passport; 
☐ Student’s Certificate of Report of Birth issued by U.S. Department of State (DS-1350); 
☐ Student’s Report of Birth Abroad issued by U.S. Department of State (FS-240); 
☐ Student’s certificate of citizenship (N560 or N561); 
☐ Student’s certificate of naturalization (N550, N570 or N578). 

OR Two Proofs of Lawful Presence in the U.S.: 
☐ Government-issued identification 
☐ US Permanent Resident Alien Card (I-551) 
☐ Foreign passport stamped by the U.S. Government indicating that the holder has been "Processed 

for I-551" 
☐ Permanent resident Re-entry Permit (I-327) 
☐ Arrival Departure Form I-94 with “Temporary I-551” stamp and holder’s photograph affixed 
☐ Travel Document issued to Permanent Residents (I-327) 
☐ Travel Document issued to Refugees (I-571) 
☐ Form I-94 stamped with one of the following statuses:  Asylee, Parolee or Parole, Refugee, Asylum, 

HP-humanitarian parolee or PIP-public interest parolee 
☐ I-797 Approval Notice of I-914 Petition for T Nonimmigrant Status 
☐ Office of Refugee Resettlement Eligibility Letter for benefits under Trafficking Victims Protection Act 
☐ I-797 Prima Facie Case for I-360 Special Immigrant Petition pursuant to Violence Against Women’s 

Act 
☐ I-797 Approval Notice of Application for I-360 Special Immigrant Petition pursuant to Violence 

Against Women’s Act 
☐ Prima Facie Determination Letter for I-360 Special Immigrant Petition pursuant to Violence Against 

Women’s Act (VAWA) 
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Note: Valid U.S. citizenship/lawful presence documentation must be submitted with the 
application for it to be processed. Please be advised that failure to provide the required 
documentation will result in the loss of your position in line for scholarship consideration, 
which is awarded based on the order of receipt. 

Do you wish to apply for a Qualified Scholarship? (Note: If you select “No,” your application 
will still be considered for a Universal Scholarship. Learn more about Qualified and Universal 
Scholarships at https://www.tn.gov/education/efs.html.) 

☐ Yes 
☐ No 

If you select no, please proceed to Section 3. 

If you wish to apply for a Qualified Scholarship, which form of documentation will you be submitting to 
demonstrate Qualified Scholarship Eligibility? Check which applies. 

(See Instructions for list of eligible documentation. More information on the accepted forms of 
documentation is also available at https://www.tn.gov/education/efs.html.) 

☐ Federal Tax Return for 2024 
☐ TANF or SNAP Eligibility Letter 
☐ Proof of IEA Eligibility 
☐ Proof of ESA Eligibility 

Section 3: Residency Verification 

Which two forms of documentation will you be submitting on behalf of the student to determine 
residency in the state of Tennessee? Check appropriate boxes. 

☐ A valid, non-expired Tennessee Identification Card – Driver License, Identification License or 
Card, Handgun Carry Permit  

Issued within the LAST 90 DAYS: 

☐ A utility bill or connection notice (water, gas, electric, internet, or garbage) issued within the last 
90 days. Submitted documents should list a parent/guardian name and include the same 
address as listed on the application. 

☐ An installment loan statement (Automobile, Mortgage, Personal, Student, Bank) 
☐ An Insurance Bill or Policy (Homeowner’s or Renter’s Insurance, Automobile Insurance, Health 

Insurance) 
☐ Affidavit of Residence (Landlord affidavit of residence – must be signed and notarized) 
☐ Fiscal Documentation (Employment Check Stub, Bank Statement) 

https://www.tn.gov/education/efs.html
https://www.tn.gov/education/efs.html


NOTE: All information provided on the application must be submitted in English. 

 
Application for Tennessee Education Freedom Scholarship (EFS) Program        2025-26        11 

☐ Agency Documentation (Social Security, Disability, TANF, SNAP, Public Assistance/Government 
Benefits) 

☐ Court Documentation 

Issued within the LAST 365 DAYS: 

☐ Rental or Mortgage Contract (Deed of Sale for Property, Mortgage Contract, Rental or Lease 
Agreement signed by landlord and resident) 

☐ Tennessee Voter Registration Card 
☐ Tennessee Vehicle Registration 
☐ Tax Documentation (2024 IRS Tax Return Form 1040, Real Estate/Property Tax Receipt 

Note: Valid Residency Eligibility Documentation clearly showing all required information 
must be submitted with the application for it to be processed. Please be advised that failure to 
provide the required documentation will result in the loss of your position in line for 
scholarship consideration, which is awarded based on the order of receipt. 

Section 4: Review and Finalize 

 

Tennessee Department of Education 
Education Freedom Scholarship Program 
Division of Choice 
Andrew Johnson Tower 
710 James Robertson Parkway 
Nashville, TN 37243 
Email: EFS.Questions@tn.gov 

Please review the 2025-26 EFS Assurances information below. After review, confirm acknowledgement and 
agreement by checking the box and providing your signature below the assurances. 

2025-26 EFS Assurances 
1. Participation in the EFS Program shall have the same effect as a parent/guardian refusal to consent to 

the receipt of services under the federal Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA - 20 U.S.C. § 
1414).   

2. If the student currently has an Individualized Education Program (IEP), upon enrolling in the EFS 
Program and for as long as the student participates in the EFS Program:   
• The student will not be entitled to a free appropriate public education (FAPE) provided through an 

IEP.   
• The student’s IEP will not be effective and can only be used by unenrolling from the EFS Program 

and re-enrolling in a public school.   
• The student may be eligible for equitable services provided through a services plan.   
• The student does not have an entitlement to any particular special education and related service as 

part of the services plan.   
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3. If the number of EFS Program applications received by the department from eligible students exceeds 
the maximum number of scholarships available for that school year, then the department will conduct 
an enrollment prioritization process.   

4. An awarded and funded EFS is dependent upon proof of enrollment in an EFS registered Category I, II, 
or III non-public school by the department’s communicated deadline. Failure to provide proof of 
enrollment by the department’s deadline will result in voluntary forfeiture of the scholarship.    

5. The public school district in which the student resides and the public school the student is zoned to 
attend are released from all obligations to educate the student during the time the student is enrolled in 
the EFS Program.   

6. The participating student shall remain enrolled in an EFS registered Category I, II, or III non-public school 
during the time the student is enrolled in the EFS Program.    

7. The participating student shall not be enrolled in the Individualized Education Account (IEA) or Education 
Savings Account (ESA) Program during the time the student is enrolled in the EFS Program.   

8. By signing these assurances, the applicant certifies that he/she has the legal right and responsibility to 
direct the education of the student.   

9. Any contract a family signs with a school is the responsibility of the parties represented in the contract. 
Families need to carefully read the terms of the contract to ensure an understanding of refunds, 
payment schedules, etc., prior to signing. It is the responsibility of the family to ensure that the terms of 
the contract are fulfilled. The EFS Program and the department are not parties to the school-family 
contract and cannot void a private contract, give legal advice, or arrange payment schedules. The 
department is not liable for breach of the school-family contract.   

10. The provision of an education for the participating student that satisfies the compulsory school 
attendance requirement provided in T.C.A. § 49-6-3001(c)(1) shall be ensured through enrollment in a 
registered Category I, II, or III non-public school.   

11. As a condition of receiving a scholarship pursuant to this part, students in grades three through eleven 
(3-11) must be annually administered:   
• A nationally standardized achievement test for math and English language arts that is aligned to the 

respective registered non-public school's instructional plan, as determined by rules promulgated by 
the SBE; or   

• The Tennessee Comprehensive Assessment Program (TCAP) tests for math and English language 
arts.   

12. EFS funds must be spent on tuition and fees prior to spending on other department-approved 
expenses.   

13. If the EFS is awarded, the EFS funds may only be used for the expenses listed in EFS Program law 
(Chapter 7 of the Public Acts of 2025, First Extraordinary Session), Rules of the State Board of Education 
Chapter 0520-01-24, Tennessee Department of Education EFS Program Procedures, and the EFS Family 
Handbook. These expenses include: tuition and fees required by the registered non-public school in 
which the student is enrolled; required school uniforms; required textbooks, curricula and instructional 
materials; tuition, fees, textbooks, curricula, and instructional materials for summer academic programs 
and specialized after-school academic programs that meet the requirements set by the department; 
tutoring services provided by an individual tutor or tutoring facility that meet the requirements set by 
the department; transportation fees to and from a registered non-public school in which the student is 
enrolled, paid to a fee-for-service transportation provider that meets the requirements set by the 
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department; fees for early postsecondary opportunity courses, exams, or exams required for college 
admission and credentials approved by the department; educational therapies or services for 
participating students provided by a department-approved therapist; and computer hardware, 
technological devices, or other technology fees approved by the department, if the technology is used 
for the student's educational needs and is purchased through a registered non-public school or 
provider.   

14. All payments of EFS funds will be electronic payments dispersed to an online account and will not be 
directly issued to an account holder’s private, non-EFS accounts.   

15. If a participating student exits the EFS Program, then any remaining funds will be returned to the State 
Treasurer.   

16. The student may voluntarily withdraw from the EFS Program, provided that the procedures set forth in 
the EFS Family Handbook are followed.   

17. If the student relocates outside of Tennessee or transfers to another registered non-public school, the 
original registered non-public school and the department must be notified within five (5) business days.   

18. If EFS funding is misused, not reported, and/or fraudulently spent, the responsible party will be required 
to repay those funds to the State Treasurer, or the department may withdraw funds from the EFS 
account or withhold funds from future EFS payments. If the student has exited the EFS Program and 
there are not enough funds remaining in the EFS account to cover the amount of the misspent funds, 
then the account holder must repay the funds to the state.   

19. If EFS funding is misused, not reported, and/or fraudulently spent, the student may be immediately 
removed from the EFS Program, the student’s EFS account may be closed, and all funds remaining in the 
account will be forfeited. Cases of fraud may also be referred to the State Comptroller’s Office or the 
State Attorney General’s Office.   

20. Use of EFS funds must be for the sole benefit of the participating student for whom the EFS account is 
established. Any services, resources, and/or equipment purchased using EFS funds shall only be used by 
the participating student whose EFS paid for said services, resources, and/or equipment.   

21. It is a conflict of interest and considered a misuse of EFS funds for an account holder, family member, or 
household member of a participating student to receive payment, directly or indirectly, of EFS funds. An 
account holder, family member, or household member cannot receive EFS funds as a service provider 
for an EFS student.   

22. For a participating student to continue in the EFS Program, an EFS renewal application for that student 
must be resubmitted annually by following the procedures posted on the EFS webpage 
(https://www.tn.gov/education/efs.html). 

23. A participating student may return to a public school at any time after enrolling in the EFS Program, and 
upon enrollment in a local education agency (LEA), the student’s participation in the EFS Program shall 
be terminated and any unused funds shall revert to the State Treasurer.   

24. If a student enrolls in an LEA, then the parent/guardian of a participating student or the participating 
student who has reached the age of 18 shall notify the department in accordance with the procedures 
and timeline set by the department.   
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☐  I understand that checking this box and signing below confirms my 
acknowledgement and agreement to the above Assurances. 

 
Print Name: _____________________________________________________________ 
 
Signature: _______________________________________________________________ 
 
Date: ________________ 
 
Please review the FERPA Release information below. After review, confirm acknowledgement and 
agreement by checking the box and providing your signature below the release. 

FERPA Release 

The Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) of 1974 is a federal law that protects the privacy of 
student education records, as defined by 20 U.S.C. § 1232g and 34 CFR § 99.3. In order for a student to 
participate in the EFS Program, the account holder must sign a release of information to allow the 
Tennessee Department of Education (department) to disclose personally identifiable information contained 
in the student’s education records to the individuals and agencies listed below. This form is provided as a 
means for account holders to give the department permission to discuss the student’s education records 
with someone other than themselves (written consent will be kept permanently on file). Any and all 
disclosures made by the department will be for the sole purpose of carrying out official functions of the EFS 
Program or complying with relevant laws. Any personally identifiable information from a student’s 
education record that is disclosed to a third party must be kept confidential and used solely for the purpose 
authorized by the relevant law.   

I understand that the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act of 1974 prohibits any further disclosure of 
this information without my specific written consent, or as otherwise permitted by such regulations. I 
understand that I have the right not to consent to disclosure of this information. I understand that this 
consent shall remain in effect until revoked by me, in writing, and delivered to the department, but that any 
such revocation shall not affect disclosures previously made by the department prior to the receipt of any 
such written revocation. If for any reason an account holder decides to cancel this release, the account 
holder must send an email withdrawing their consent, indicating the person(s) affected to: 
EFS.Questions@tn.gov.    

Having read and understood this release, I hereby authorize the department to release information from 
the student’s education records to the following:    

1. Any school in which the student has been previously enrolled, for the purpose of establishing that 
the student meets the eligibility requirements of the EFS Program;    

2. Any private school in which the student enrolls while participating in the EFS Program, for the 
purpose of operating the EFS Program and establishing that the student meets the ongoing 
participation requirements of the EFS Program; and   
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3. Any state department or agency as needed to comply with audit or evaluation requests as required 
by state law;    

Account holders may also give written consent to the department to discuss the student’s education 
records with someone other than the account holder by emailing EFS.Questions@tn.gov. Please note that 
the department is already authorized to share student information with the account holder and/or the 
student’s parent(s)/legal guardian(s) even if the latter is not listed on the application.   

☐ I understand that checking this box and signing below confirms my 
acknowledgement and agreement to the above FERPA Release. 

 
Print Name: _____________________________________________________________ 
 
Signature: _______________________________________________________________ 
 
Date: ________________ 

 

Thank you for your application. 
 

Please ensure all necessary documentation is provided with this application. 
 

All applications are considered in the order they are received. Communication 
regarding your application status will be sent via email to the email address provided in 

this application. Emails will come from notifications@theolearning.com. 
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