
Assessment Task Force 3.0
Meeting #6: July 17, 2018



Welcome



 Make recommendations for further improvements, 
including a review of 11th grade testing

 Review of the first full year (2016-17) of grades 3-8 and 
EOC TNReady exams, including timeline and results

 Review of the first year of the optional grade 2 TNReady 
exam 

 Review of current year testing and progress
 Review of district formative assessment and alignment 

to standards and TNReady expectations

Goals
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 Be present
 Speak in facts as much as possible 
 Listen and value the ideas and feedback of others
 Contribute, but monitor air time
 Seek to understand, not just to be understood 
 Be solutions oriented 
 Ask questions 
 Do your homework 

Reminders: Meetings are recorded and media will be 
present 

Norms
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Agenda

Time Agenda 
8:30 – 9:00 Continental Breakfast

9:00 – 9:10 Welcome 

9:10 – 9:30 Updates on TNReady proactive improvements 

9:30 – 10:00 Presentation of TNReady Reports

10:00 – 10:15 Break

10:15 – 11:15 Discussion on reporting timeline and summative report 
options

11:15– 11:30 Closing / pick up lunch
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Tennessee Ranks No. 1 in National Education 
Study
 Tennessee is the top state to close the “honesty gap” 

while simultaneously raising expectations and 
improving student performance, according to a new 
study released (here) by Education Next.

Education Next, May 2018

http://educationnext.org/have-states-maintained-high-expectations-student-performance-analysis-2017-proficiency-standards/


 For the first time ever, the authors of the report gave Tennessee 
an “A” for the state’s academic standards in 2017, after the state 
had received a “B” or “B-” grade for several years and an “F” for the 
state’s academic standards in 2009. 

 The report shows that Tennessee has closed the proficiency gap 
between NAEP and Tennessee’s state test by more than 60 points 
since 2009 – more than any other state. 

Tennessee Ranks No. 1 in National Education 
Study
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TNReady Updates



 We will coordinate a multi-state stress test this fall to 
verify that Questar has the capacity to support multiple 
customers simultaneously

 We will adjust the text-to-speech capability to address the 
caching issue. 

 We are reducing the number of forms and exploring text 
booklet changes for paper tests, which will streamline and 
simplify logistics.

 We will have a new position solely focused on the customer 
and user experience.

 We are establishing new training protocols for assessment 
coordinators and launching TNReady Ambassador 
Program.

Overview of Previously Shared Assessment 
Changes



Proactive Improvements 
to TNReady



 We announced several new steps to improve TNReady, 
including recompeting the state’s current testing 
vendor contract. The multi-faceted changes announced 
will immediately improve TNReady and establish a 
longer-term framework for success. 

TNReady Changes
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1. We are releasing a new Request for Proposals (RFP) to 
identify the assessment vendor or vendors that can 
successfully administer the state test in 2019-20 and 
beyond

TNReady Changes: New Request for 
Proposals

12



2. We are amending the state’s current contract and 
relationship with Questar to improve the assessment 
experience in 2018-19

TNReady Changes: Amending Current 
Contract

13



3. We are adjusting the pace of the state’s transition to 
online testing:
– Grades 3-8 will take TNReady on paper for math, English, 

and social studies
– Grades 3-4 science will be on paper; grades 5-8 science will 

be online (Note: Science is a field test in 2018-19, so the 
results will not count for students, teachers, or schools –
no public scores will be released)

– High school students and those taking EOCs will continue 
to test online

TNReady Changes: Online Phase-in
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4. We are informing Questar that are we are reducing the 
invoice for our spring online assessment 
administration by $2.5 million to account for the 
performance issues under the contract and costs 
incurred by the state in addressing the issues this 
spring

TNReady Changes: Reducing Spring 
Invoice
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 As you know, a revised set of social studies standards will be 
implemented in 2019-20. 

 The changes in the social studies standards are most 
significant in grades 3-5 and will require changes to the 
assessment performance standards in 2019-20.

 Therefore, to allow for additional time for implementation in 
grades 3-5, we are pausing on administering the 
TNReady social studies assessments for these grades in 
2018-19.

 Districts are encouraged to implement local social studies 
assessments in these grades that align appropriately with 
where they are in the transition process.

Pause on Grades 3-5 Social Studies
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 TNReady is an improved TCAP test designed to provide 
better information about what students know and 
understand. 

 It is aligned to the full depth and breadth of our 
academic standards, and it has multiple types of 
questions.

 It is a Tennessee-specific test that can grow with us.
 It cannot be gamed, and the best test prep is strong 

instruction everyday.
 It will help all of us know whether students are on track 

for the next step in their academic journey, leading 
toward college and career readiness.

Our Goals for TNReady
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Annual Reporting



Raw Scores



 The first report received by districts is the raw score 
report.

 The raw score data reflects the number of points 
earned by each student in each content area on valid 
test attempts.

 The Raw Score Report does not contain performance 
level information.

 The Raw Score Report is only to be used internally at 
the school and district level with the purpose of 
including in student grades.

 The Raw Score Report does not represent or replace 
the final student report and summary reports. 

Raw Scores



 Correlation

– What should we prioritize? Fast delivery of raw scores or 
inclusion of all items? 

If we excluded human-scored items, raw score 
reports could be delivered faster.
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Reports for Students 
and Parents



Individual Student Report

1



Individual Student Report Continued
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 These reports are delivered electronically to districts.
 Paper copies are also shipped to districts.
 Districts distribute these in a variety of ways.

– How are these reports distributed in your district?
– Are there other ways you recommend delivering them?

Individual Student Report
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Reports for Teachers



Class Roster Report
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Class Standards Analysis Summary
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Reports for School 
and District 

Administrators



Disaggregation Summary Reports
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School Summary Report
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School Summary Report Continued
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District Summary Report
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District Summary Report Continued
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School Sub-Score Summary Report
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District Sub-Score Summary Report
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School/District Standards Analysis 
Summary
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School Item Response Summary
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 What should be included in raw scores? Could we hold 
hand-score items?

 How should parent reports be delivered? 
 What questions should be answered with summative 

reports?  Are there any questions that aren’t being 
answered by the current summative reports?

 What reports could be eliminated?  

Discussion Questions
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Commissioner 
McQueen/
H. Knudson

Dr. Ailshie/
C. Haugner-
Wrenn

Dr. Kirk/
S. Gast
(room 109)

Dr. Shelton/M. 
Batiwalla
(room 109)

Sen. Gresham Rep. Forgety Rep. Brooks Rep. White
Wayne Blair Audrey Shores Sharon Roberts Barbara Gray
Dale Lynch Sara Morrison Gini Pupo-

Walker 
Lisa Wiltshire

XTrey Duke Shawn Kimble Mike Winstead XJennifer Cothron
XLara
Charbonnet

XMichael
Hubbard

LaToya Pugh Bill Harlin

XJolinea Pegues Kevin Cline Tim Childers Kim Herring
Cicely Woodard Stacey Travis Josh Rutherford Virginia Babb

Jennifer Frazier

Small Group Discussion
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 We will send a survey with possible meeting dates for 
early fall. 

Next Meeting
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Districts and schools in Tennessee will exemplify 
excellence and equity such that all students are 

equipped with the knowledge and skills to 
successfully embark on their chosen path in life.

Excellence | Optimism | Judgment | Courage | Teamwork
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