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TNReady and the 
Purpose of 

Assessment



 TNReady is a big-picture, annual check on how students 
are progressing based on our state’s expectations

 TNReady is aligned to Tennessee’s rigorous, college- and 
career-ready standards
– Focus on critical thinking, writing, and problem solving

 TNReady has a variety of question types and isn’t able to be 
“gamed”
– The best test prep is strong teaching and learning every day 
– We are providing additional resources to help students and 

teachers become more familiar with the type of questions on 
the test

TNReady Helps All of Us Know How 
Students are Mastering TN’s Standards
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 TNReady is a key check on students’ readiness for 
their next step and helps identify areas of strength and 
growth
– Families and educators should always look at multiple 

measures, and TNReady is one of those
 Because it is aligned to Tennessee standards, TNReady 

shows whether students are on the path to graduate 
from high school college- and career-ready

 TNReady provides feedback about how all students are 
progressing

TNReady Helps All of Us Identify Strengths 
and Areas for Improvement
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 TNReady is a Tennessee-specific test based on our 
state’s expectations for college- and career-readiness

 Hundreds of Tennessee teachers help with writing, 
reviewing, and editing test questions and test forms
– We are increasing the number of item writing workshops we 

host, beginning with additional math workshops this fall
 TNReady is designed to change and grow with us

TNReady is Built with the Support of 
Hundreds of Tennessee Teachers 
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 We continually are trying to balance minimizing the time 
spent on assessment while still ensuring this is a test that 
provides rich feedback for educators and families

 We are also striving to get results back faster to 
students, families, and teachers — and the online 
transition will help

TNReady Aims to Balance Time with 
Helpful and Timely Feedback 
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Recap on the 
TNReady Transition 

and 2017 Results



 The 2015-16 year began our transition to TNReady
 We had to suspend testing that year in grades 3-8, and 

high school students took TNReady EOCs on paper
 In the summer of 2016, we hired a new partner with a 

track-record of success in administering state-wide 
assessments at scale and online  

 We made significant reductions and streamlined the 
test, and we made a plan to phase into online 

 The 2016-17 year was the second for high schoolers to 
take TNReady and the first for grades 3-8

Recap on TNReady Transition 
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 Across all subject areas, Tennessee high school 
students improved their performance on the end-of-
course exams in the second year of TNReady

 While we still have room to grow, thousands of additional 
students are now meeting course expectations 

 Not only did the overall number of students who scored in 
the top performance levels increase, but the results also 
show progress for historically underserved groups

2017 EOC Results Showed Improvement 
Across All Subject Areas
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 In every subject, we reduced the percentage of students who 
scored at the lowest achievement level

 This year, thousands of additional students scored at the 
approaching performance level – 7,000 new students in math 
and 17,000 in English
– This positive movement is particularly true for our student 

groups, who often outpaced the “all students” category 
in advancing out of the lowest performance level, below 

– Notably, the percentage of students with disabilities scoring 
at the lowest level of achievement decreased in every 
individual content area and fell by over 19 percentage 
points in English I

We Reduced the Percentage of Students 
Scoring at the Lowest Achievement Level
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 Overall, these results demonstrate that – as expected –
scores are improving as teachers and students adjust 
to an assessment that is fully aligned to more rigorous 
standards

 These results are solid, but they show we still need to 
continue to improve to ensure that every student 
graduates from high school ready to be successful in 
college and their career

We are Demonstrating Continued 
Alignment To More Rigorous Standards
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 We will share results for grades 3-8 after the State Board 
reviews and approves the recommended cut scores
– Tennessee educators completed the standard setting 

process this summer to recommend cut scores
 These results cannot be compared to previous TCAP 

results and will set a new baseline from which students 
will grow

Results for Grades 3-8 Will Set a New 
Baseline
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Providing Better 
Feedback for Educators 

and Families



 TNReady is fully aligned to our college- and career-
ready standards

 Educators get feedback on students’ performance on 
each standard, so they can improve their practice 

 Redesigned score reports make it easier to understand 
how students performed and show the bigger picture

 Moving forward, educators, schools, and families will 
receive this information faster so they can better plan 
for the coming school year

Better Information than Before
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Moving Forward 
this School Year 

and Beyond



 Last year, we reduced TNReady by 30% and 
streamlined it into one part

 This year, we cut the social studies and science tests 
in half for grades 3 and 4
– We also made adjustments and additions in ELA for these 

grades to better align to our literacy work 
 Testing is a key part of the teaching and learning cycle, 

but we recognize that state tests are in addition to district, 
school, and classroom assessments
– Continuing to explore reductions in 11th grade
– Districts determine how state tests are scheduled
– All of us have a role in reducing testing

Continuing to Look for Ways to Reduce 
Testing
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Phasing into Online Assessments
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School Year Operational Testing Field Testing
2016-17 • Online testing was optional 

for high schools
• Field testing for all grades 

and subjects was 
administered via paper and 
pencil

2017-18 • Online testing is required
for high schools

• Online testing is optional
for grades 5–8

• Field testing for grades 5–
12 in all subjects will be 
administered online only

• Field testing for grades 3 
and 4 will be administered 
via paper and pencil only

2018-19 and 
beyond

• Online testing is required for 
grades 5–12

• Online testing is optional for 
grades 3 and 4 – there will 
continue to be a paper option 
for these grades.

• Field testing for grades 5–12 
in all subjects will be 
administered online only

• Field testing for grades 3 and 
4 will be administered via 
paper and pencil only



 Practice tests for all grades and subjects are available on 
EdTools

 Classroom Assessment Builder (CAB) will be available on 
the Nextera platform
– New practice items

 Limited item release of previous test items
– Late fall 2017
– More items released in future years

Providing More Practice Items

https://tdoe.randasolutions.com/login.aspx?ReturnUrl=/


 The 2017 results will set a new baseline for students in 
grades 3-8
– Just like we saw in high school, we expect scores to drop 

because this is a more rigorous assessment
– We also expect scores will rise over time as all our students 

grow to meet these higher expectations
– All students are capable of reaching higher standards

Growing to Reach Higher Expectations
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 Tennessee has been changing standards and 
assessments since 2007

 We are establishing a stable foundation in this area
– TNReady can seamlessly adjust to future standards 

changes
 We want to be open to making adjustments, but we also 

want to help districts and schools have clarity and stability

Creating Stability 
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 We are phasing in the weighting of TNReady results 
for students’ grades and teachers’ evaluations 
– For educators: 20 percent this year
– For students: 15 percent this year; we are actively working 

with districts and our vendor to be clear on timelines for 
score returns and report cards

Phasing in TNReady Results 
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 The goal of state assessments like TNReady is to help improve 
performance for all of our students
– High standards for all students, with aligned assessments and 

strong accountability, is the foundation of our success
 TNReady provides feedback that helps to inform decisions 

aimed at better supporting students and teachers 
 TNReady helps us know if our students are graduating ready 

for the workforce, postsecondary, and the military
 Preparing every Tennessean to be college- and career-ready 

will not only equip each student to choose their path in life, but 
it will strengthen our state’s economic and civic future 

Remembering What it is About
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Questions?



Districts and schools in Tennessee will 
exemplify excellence and equity such that all 

students are equipped with the knowledge 
and skills to successfully embark on their 

chosen path in life.

Excellence | Optimism | Judgment | Courage | Teamwork
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