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Introduction

The Tennessee Department of Education (department) releases this report annually to highlight
the progress of Tennessee's public charter schools during the previous academic year. This
year's report provides information relative to the operation and viability of public charter
schools for the 2023-24 school year. In compliance with state statute’, the report provides
information relative to student enrollment, academic performance, and student characteristics.
All data presented in this report is representative of the 2023-24 school year unless otherwise
noted. Additional information related to public charter schools is available on the department’s
charter school website.

Tennessee Public Charter School Quick Facts for 2023-24

A total of 115 public charter schools were located within the geographic boundaries of
four (4) school districts across the state: Hamilton County Schools, Knox County Schools,
Memphis-Shelby County Schools, and Metro Nashville Public Schools (Davidson County).

Six (6) entities functioned as local education agencies (LEAs) and authorized public
charter schools to operate: Hamilton County Schools, Knox County Schools, Memphis-
Shelby County Schools, and Metro Nashville Public Schools along with the Achievement
School District (ASD) and the Tennessee Public Charter School Commission.

Three (3) new public charter schools opened in the 2023-24 school year, and one (1)
closed at the beginning of the 2023-24 school year.

Charter schools in Tennessee enrolled 44,361 students which represents approximately
4.5% of Tennessee's total public-school enrollment.

Approximately 75% of public charter schools earned a Tennessee Value-Added
Assessment System (TVAAS) composite score of 3 through 5.

The percentage of charter school students that met or exceeded grade level
expectations on state assessments increased for all subjects compared to 2022-23 data,
with the most significant increases in student performance in Algebra Il and U.S. History.

Approximately 69% of public charter schools earned a Tennessee letter grade of a C or
higher.

Charter schools had an overall graduation rate of 87% which is slightly higher than the
previous year (86%).

TT.CA. §49-13-120(b)
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Public Charter School Landscape in Tennessee

Establishment of Public Charter Schools

A public charter school is a public school established and governed by a charter agreement
between a public charter school or charter management organization (CMO) and its authorizer.
A public charter school can be authorized by a local educational agency (LEA), the Tennessee
public charter school commission, or the achievement school district as defined by T.CA. § 49-
1-614. Public charter schools in Tennessee are established under the Tennessee Public Charter
Schools Act of 2002 and the Tennessee High-Quality Charter Schools Act, as outlined in Chapter
13 of Title 49 of the Tennessee Code. A public charter school, while part of its LEA, is governed
by an independent governing board and has greater autonomy over its budget, personnel,
curricula, and operations in exchange for heightened accountability. Tennessee law requires all
public charter school governing bodies be not-for-profit organizations with a 26 U.S.C. 8
501(c)(3) exemption. Tennessee law further requires that public charter schools operate as
public, nonsectarian, nonreligious public schools, with control of instruction vested in their
governing bodies under the general supervision of their authorizers2. Moreover, Tennessee law
requires that charter school sponsor or the governing body of a public charter school may not
be a for-profit entity; nonpublic school as defined in 8 49-6-3001; other private, religious, or
church school; or postsecondary institution that is not regionally accredited3.

The Tennessee Public Charter Schools Act of 2002 allows the creation of public charter schools
within the structure of a public school system and provides public charter schools with
flexibility to achieve goals outlined within their charter agreement. Public charter schools are
publicly funded, and as such, are subject to the same performance standards outlined by the
Tennessee State Board of Education (SBE) for traditional public schools. A public charter school
authorizer may close a public charter school if it fails to make sufficient progress toward
performance expectations set forth in its charter agreement, materially violates its charter
agreement, or fails to meet generally accepted standards of fiscal management. A charter
school agreement may be revoked by the authorizer if the school is designated a Priority school
under the State's accountability system. Authorizers must revoke a charter school's charter
agreement if the school is designated a Priority school for two consecutive accountability cycles.
(More information about the department’s accountability system is available here.)

The Tennessee High-Quality Charter Schools Act of 2017 aimed to increase the number of high-
performing public charter schools in Tennessee. Through this act, charter authorizers are
required to adopt high-quality authorizing practices and establish an authorizer fee to cover
costs associated with charter authorizing. It also clarified funding procedures for public charter

2T.C.A. § 49-13-111
3T.CAA. § 49-13-104
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schools and established a public charter school facilities program, which authorizes the
allocation of fiscal resources to purchase school facilities or to pay for renovation and
maintenance costs for existing facilities.

Public Charter Schools by the Numbers

In 2023-24, public charter schools in Tennessee were authorized by

four local boards of education in addition to the Achievement School 115 charter schools

District and the Tennessee Public Charter School Commission operated during the
(TPCSC). The local school boards, comprising Hamilton County 2023-24 school year,
Schools, Knox County Schools, Metro Nashville Public Schools, and serving 44,367

Memphis-Shelby County Schools, authorized 79% of public charter
schools. Overall, 115 public charter schools operated during this
period, serving 44,361 students.

students.

In 2023-24, LEAs approved a third of submitted applications to open a new public charter
school. Inits role as an appellate authorizer, the Tennessee Public Charter School Commission
(TPCSC) heard appeals from six (6) new public charter school applicants that were initially
denied by local boards of education. Of these appeals, the TPCSC approved the applications for
four (4) new public charter schools and upheld two (2) denials. Appendix B shows the approval
rates for new applications and appeals to the TPCSC.

As shown in Figure 1, the number of public charter schools operating in Tennessee has
increased over the last decade. Although 32 public charter schools have closed since 2013, the
number of operating public charter schools has remained stable.

Figure 1. Openings and Closings of Public Charter Schools Over Time
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Student Enrollment

The number of students enrolled within a Tennessee public charter
school has significantly increased in the past decade, from Between 2014
approximately 15,839 students in 2014 to 44,361 students in 2024. and 2024,
Public charter school enrollment accounted for approximately 4.5% charter school
of the total public school student enrollment in Tennessee. This
number is lower than the 7% U.S. national average of students
enrolled in public charter schools#. Charter school enroliment in
Tennessee has increased in part due to strengthened legislation
found within the High-Quality Charter Schools Act of 2017 and increased fiscal support through
programs like the Tennessee Charter Facilities Fund and the state's K-12 funding formula. This
enrollment growth reflects the positive impact of these supportive measures on the state's
public charter school landscape.

enrollment more
than doubled.

Figure 2. Growth in Public Charter School Enroliment Over Time
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Student Enrollment Characteristics

Public charter schools enroll a significantly higher percentage of students from racial and ethnic
minorities and those identified as economically disadvantaged compared to district-run
schools. Approximately 47% of students who attend a public charter school are economically
disadvantaged, and 90% come from major racial and ethnic groups. Figure 3 depicts the
percentages of Black, Hispanic, and Native American (BHN) students, economically
disadvantaged students, English language learners (ELL), and students with disabilities (SWD)
enrolled in public charter schools compared to non-charter schools (district-run schools) within
the same LEAs.

4 https://nces.ed.gov/fastfacts/display.asp?id=30
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Figure 3. Student Demographics Enrolled in Public Charter Sch
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During the 2023-24 school year, public charter
schools had a 25-percentage point higher enroliment
of minorities and a 11-percentage point higher
enrolliment of economically disadvantaged students
than district-run schools. English Language Learner
(ELL) students constituted about 14% of enrollment in
both charter and district-run schools, and students
with disabilities (SWD) made up 11% of public charter
school enroliment, slightly lower than the 14% in
district-run schools.

School Size and Structure

Many public charter schools use the same school stru
organizing into elementary, middle, and high schools.
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Tennessee's charter schools
enroll a greater percentage
of minority and
economically disadvantaged
students compared to
district-run schools.

ctures as traditional district-run schools,
In the 2023-24 school year, a majority

(74%) of Tennessee’s public charter schools served only elementary to middle school grades,

and approximately 26% served middle to high school
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Figure 4. Count of Charter Schools by Grade Configuration, 2023-24
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Generally, public charter schools in Tennessee have a smaller average student enrolliment per
school than district-run (non-charter) schools. Often, new public charter schools scale up over
time, starting with only a single grade and taking multiple years to reach a planned grade
configuration. Only public charter schools that have reached their full grade span are included
in the average total school enrollment metric found in Figure 5. Characteristics of individual
public charter schools are listed in Appendix A.

Figure 5. Average Enrollment by School Type, 2023-24
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Accountability

Public charter schools are held to the same rigorous accountability standards as other public
schools in the state. As part of Tennessee’s school accountability system, the department
assigns school letter grades to each eligible public school and shares accountability data for
these schools within the annual Tennessee State Report Card. These data serve as a vital tool
for parents and communities seeking comprehensive information about school performance.
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Value-Added Measures of School Effectiveness

The department’s accountability system holds schools accountable for the academic
performance of their students. The Tennessee Value-Added Assessment System (TVAAS)
provides measures of school effectiveness by estimating the impact teachers and schools have
on their students’ academic progress. TVAAS measures growth in student achievement from
one year to the next. Schools earn composite TVAAS levels each year ranging from Level 1 to
Level 5. Level 1 schools are described as “Least Effective,” while Level 5 schools are “Most
Effective.” A Composite TVAAS level of 3 indicates that students are making expected levels of
growth over a year. For the 2023-24 accountability cycle, overall composite TVAAS levels
reflected the school's growth in subjects of math and English Language Arts (ELA) only.

Academic Outcomes

During the 2023-24 school year, public charter schools showed

7 O,

significant increases in overall effectiveness as measured by TVAAS Approxzmately 5%
overall composite levels illustrated in figure 6. Student academic of charter schools
growth levels increased during the 2023-24 school year in part due to earned a TVAAS
provisions put in place by the Tennessee Learning Loss Remediation compositegrowth
and Student Acceleration Act and the Tennessee Literacy Success Act. .

. : level of 3 or higher.
Approximately 75% of public charter schools earned an overall

composite TVAAS level of 3 or greater, which suggests that most
charter students made expected or greater than expected academic growth. Composite TVAAS
levels for individual schools, where available, are included in Appendices E and F.

Figure 6. Composite TVAAS Levels, 2023-24
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Academic Achievement

The department has administered the Tennessee Comprehensive Assessment Program (TCAP)
assessments since 1988. The TCAP assessment suite includes assessments in math, English
language arts, social studies, and science, as well as alternate assessments, like DLM and TCAP-
Alt, for students with special needs. TCAP tests are designed to assess true student
understanding rather than basic memorization or test-taking skills. TCAP measures student
understanding of Tennessee state standards and is given to help measure how much a student
grows academically in a particular content area. Tennessee students in grades 3-8 take TCAP
assessments in mathematics, English language arts (ELA), science, and social studies. Students
in Grades 9-12 take applicable TCAP End-of-Course (EOC) exams in English |, English Il, Algebra I,
Algebra I, Geometry, Integrated Math |, Integrated Math I, Integrated Math Il1, Biology, and U.S.
History. Students who earn assessment scores within the categorical ranges of “met
expectations” or “exceeded expectations” are classified as proficient.

Figure 7. Percent of Students Meeting or Exceeding Grade Level Expectations on EOC Exams, 2023-24
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Figure 8. Percent of Students Meeting or Exceeding Grade Level Expectations on Grades 3-8 TCAP Exams, 2023-
24
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Discipline
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Public schools in Tennessee report the types of disciplinary action taken throughout the school
year. Discipline rates for in-school suspensions, out-of-school suspensions, and expulsions are
calculated as the percentage of students within a student population who receive at least one
of the specific types of discipline. Overall, public charter schools (8.7%) have a similar out-of-
school suspension rate compared to district-run schools (8.8%) and a similar expulsion rate
(<1%) relative to district-run schools (<1%). Additionally, public charter schools have a lower in-
school suspension rate (<1%) when compared with district-run schools (4.2%).

Figure 11. Discipline Rates, 2023-24
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School Letter Grades

Pursuant to Tennessee law>, the department developed a school letter grade rating system to

provide parents and families with information that shows how public schools in Tennessee are
performing. The department calculates letter grades on a scale from A to F. These grades are
based on four separate indicators: student achievement, student academic growth, growth of
the highest need students, and college and career readiness measure for high schools. A higher
percentage of public charter schools (69%) earned a letter grade ranging from A to C than non-
charter (district-run) schools in LEAs that authorize charter schools (57%). Appendix H provides
the letter grade earned by each eligible public charter school.

School Recognitions

Each year, in accordance with the department’s accountability system and federal and state law,
the department recognizes schools for their success, as well as those needing additional
support. During this accountability cycle, the percentage of public charter schools that earned
Reward status (14%) was slightly lower than district run schools (16%). Overall, a smaller
percentage of public charter schools (22%) earned the designation of priority/CSI/ATSI schools
compared to district run schools (25%).

*T.C.A. §49-1-228
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Figure 12. Percentage of Schools in each Designation Category, 2023-24
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Reward Schools

Reward Schools, as defined by the department’s accountability protocol, are schools that earn
an overall school score of 3.1 or higher per federal accountability calculation and are not
identified as Comprehensive Improvement Schools (CSI), Targeted Support and Improvement
Schools (TSI), or Additional Targeted Support and Improvement Schools (ATSI). Schools serving
K-8 students are evaluated on four indicators, including achievement on the TCAP assessments,
TCAP assessment growth over time, rates at which students are Chronically Out of School, and
performance on the English Language Proficiency Assessment (ELPA). In addition to these four
indicators, high schools are also evaluated on Graduation Rate and Ready Graduate Rate, or the
rate at which students graduate while also having achieved milestones associated with college
and career readiness. Schools are recognized as a Reward school when they demonstrate high
levels of performance and/or improvement in performance by meeting their annual
measurable objectives across performance indicators and student groups. Table 3 and Table 4
below highlight school designations for the 2023-24 school year. During the 2023-24 school
year, 16 public charter schools earned Reward school status.

Table 3. Public Charter Schools Designated as a Reward School

' School |
Chattanooga Girls Leadership Academy
Compass Community School, Frayser Campus
Compass Community School, Hickory Hill Campus
Compass Community School, Orange Mound Campus
Freedom Prep Elementary - Millbranch
Journey East Academy
KIPP Antioch College Prep Middle

Authorizer

Hamilton County Schools

Memphis-Shelby County Schools
Memphis-Shelby County Schools
Memphis-Shelby County Schools
Memphis-Shelby County Schools
Memphis-Shelby County Schools

Tennessee Public Charter School Commission

Memphis-Shelby County Schools

Tennessee Public Charter School Commission
Memphis-Shelby County Schools

Metro Nasville Public Schools
Memphis-Shelby County Schools
Memphis-Shelby County Schools
Memphis-Shelby County Schools

Metro Nasville Public Schools

Metro Nasville Public Schools

Pg 11

Leadership Preparatory Charter School
Libertas

Memphis Grizzlies Preparatory Charter School
Nashville Classical East

Perea Elementary School

Power Center Academy Elementary School
Promise Academy

Valor Flagship Academy

Valor Voyager Academy
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Comprehensive and Targeted Support Designations

Tennessee designates a school as a Comprehensive Support and Improvement (CSI) school
when the school earns performance scores in the bottom five (5) percent of all Tennessee
public schools or exhibits a federal graduation rate of less than 67%. A school is identified as a
Targeted Support School (TSI) when any student group within the school earns performance
scores in the bottom five percent of the overall performance of Tennessee students.
Furthermore, a school is identified as an Additional Targeted Support and Improvement (ATSI)
school when the performance scores of any student group within the school aligns with CSI
criteria. Schools identified as CSI, TSI, and ATSI are eligible for additional funding and receive
support from the department to develop evidence-based school improvement plans. These
plans are based on items identified within the individual school's needs assessment and root
cause analysis. During the 2023-24 school year, 24 public charter schools were classified as CSI,
TSI, or ATSI schools.

Table 4. Public Charter Schools Designated as CSI, TSI, or ATSI

Authorizer School Designation
Achievement School District Brick Church: A LEAD Public School Csl
Achievement School District Cornerstone Prep - Lester Campus CsSl
Achievement School District Fairley High School Csl
Achievement School District Hillcrest High School CsSl
Achievement School District Humes Preparatory Academy Middle School Csl
Achievement School District Journey Coleman School Csl
Achievement School District Kirby Middle School Csl
Achievement School District Martin Luther King Preparatory High School Priority & CSI
Achievement School District Memphis Scholars Caldwell-Guthrie Csl
Achievement School District Memphis Scholars Florida Kansas CSl
Achievement School District Memphis Scholars Raleigh-Egypt Csl
Achievement School District Westside Middle School Priority & CSI
Achievement School District Wooddale Middle School Csl
Hamilton County Schools Chattanooga Charter School of Excellence Middle CsSl
Memphis-Shelby County Schools | Circles Of Success Learning Academy TSI
Memphis-Shelby County Schools = Freedom Prep Elementary - Parkrose Csl
Memphis-Shelby County Schools | Memphis Business Academy Middle TSI
Memphis-Shelby County Schools = Memphis Delta Preparatory CSl
Memphis-Shelby County Schools | Memphis Merit Academy TSI
Memphis-Shelby County Schools = Memphis School of Excellence Elementary TSI
Memphis-Shelby County Schools | Power Center Academy Middle - Southeast Csl
Memphis-Shelby County Schools = Soulsville Charter School CsSl
. Southern Avenue Charter School of Academic
Memphis-Shelby County Schools Excellence Creative Arts TSI
Metro Nasville Public Schools KIPP Nashville College Prep Elementary TSI
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Authorizer Evaluation of Charter School Progress

State law 6 requires charter school authorizers to conduct annual evaluations of their charter
schools using a performance framework. Authorizers may adopt the department’s model
framework or develop their own. Each framework must include clear academic and operational
performance indicators, measures, and metrics. Evaluations must address student academic
performance, achievement gaps among major student subgroups, postsecondary readiness,
and the school's financial performance and sustainability.

Figure 13. Charter Progress Reports, 2023-24
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Conclusion

Public charter schools continue to play a crucial role in Tennessee's public education system,
providing families with valuable educational choices and contributing to the variety and quality
of education options in the state. During the 2023-24 school year, public charter schools
showed adaptability and growth and continued to grow in number and student enrollment.
Three (3) new schools opened during the 2023-24 school year which brought the number of
public charter schools to 115. Public charter schools enrolled slightly fewer students (44,361)
compared to the 2022-23 school year (44,401); however, student academic achievement
increased.

Academic performance data for the 2023-24 school year shows that approximately 75% of
public charter schools earned composite TVAAS levels of 3 or higher, indicating that students in
these schools made expected or greater than expected academic progress. Furthermore, the
percentage of charter school students that met or exceeded grade level expectations on state
assessments increased for all subjects compared to 2022-23 data. These improvements are a

6 T.C.A. § 49-13-143
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testament to the dedication of charter school educators and administrators in fostering
environments that support student achievement and growth.

In conclusion, the 2023-24 school year was a year of significant achievements for Tennessee's
public charter schools. Their continued growth and commitment to serving diverse student
populations reaffirmed their vital role in the state's public education system. As Tennessee
moves forward, public charter schools remain integral in providing high-quality educational
options and contributing to the overall improvement of education in the state.
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Appendices

Appendix A. Public Charter School Membership and Grades Served, 2023-24

‘ Hamilton County Schools

Grades PK-12

School Oct 1 Membership Charter Type Year Opened Grades Served
Chattanooga Charter School of Excellence 462 Start-up 2011-12 K-5
Chattanooga Charter School of Excellence High 95 Start-up 2022-23 9-10
Chattanooga Charter School of Excellence Middle 231 Start-up 2015-16 6-8
Chattanooga Girls Leadership Academy 337 Start-up 2009-10 6-12
Chattanooga Preparatory School 474 Start-up 2018-19 6-11
lvy Academy, Inc. 470 Start-up 2009-10 6-12
Ivy Academy's Skillern Elementary 170 Start-up 2022-23 K-2
Montessori Elementary at Highland Park 310 Start-up 2021-22 PK-5

Knox County Schools

School Oc(til"lal\cjlz;‘:al(e-:szhip Charter Type Year Opened Grades Served

Emerald Academy 458 Start-up 2015-16 K-8

Metro Nashville Public Schools

Grades PK-12

School Oct 1 Membership Charter Type Year Opened Grades Served
Aventura Community Schools 204 Start-up 2022-23 K-2
East End Preparatory School 756 Start-up 2011-12 K-8
Explore Community School 560 Start-up 2015-16 K-8
Intrepid College Preparatory Charter School 855 Start-up 2013-14 5-12
Knowledge Academy at the Crossings 545 Start-up 2016-17 5-12
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KIPP Academy Nashville 391 Start-up 2005-06 5-8

KIPP Kirkpatrick Elementary School 330 Start-up 2015-16 K-4
KIPP Nashville College Prep 348 Start-up 2013-14 5-8
KIPP Nashville College Prep Elementary 413 Start-up 2017-18 K-4
KIPP Nashville Collegiate High School 467 Start-up 2014-15 9-12
Lead Academy 486 Start-up 2007-08 9-12
LEAD Cameron 496 Conversion 2011-12 5-8
LEAD Southeast 850 Start-up 2013-14 5-12
Liberty Collegiate Academy 267 Start-up 2011-12 5-8
Nashville Classical East 537 Start-up 2013-14 K-8
Nashville Classical West 50 Start-up 2023-24 K

Nashville Prep 211 Start-up 2011-12 5-8
Purpose Prep 419 Start-up 2013-14 K-5
RePublic High School 624 Start-up 2015-16 9-12
Rocketship Nashville Northeast Elementary 510 Start-up 2014-15 K-5
Rocketship United 499 Start-up 2015-16 K-4
Smithson Craighead Academy 333 Start-up 2003-04 K-5
STEM Prep Academy 506 Start-up 2011-12 5-8
STEM Prep High School 502 Start-up 2015-16 9-12
Strive Collegiate Academy 229 Start-up 2015-16 6-8
Valor Flagship Academy 1403 Start-up 2014-15 5-12
Valor Voyager Academy 513 Start-up 2015-16 5-8

Memphis-Shelby County Schools

Grades PK-12

School Oct 1 Membership Charter Type Year Opened | Grades Served
Arrow Academy of Excellence 83 Start-up 2013-14 K-5
Aurora Collegiate Academy 330 Start-up 2012-13 K-5
Beacon College Preparatory 263 Start-up 2020-21 K-4
Believe Memphis Academy Charter School 387 Start-up 2018-19 K-8
Circles Of Success Learning Academy 217 Start-up 2003-04 K-5
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City University School Girls Preparatory

City University School of Independence

City University School of Liberal Arts

Compass Community School, Berclair Campus
Compass Community School, Binghampton Campus
Compass Community School, Frayser Campus
Compass Community School, Hickory Hill Campus
Compass Community School, Midtown Campus
Compass Community School, Orange Mound Campus
Crosstown High School

Freedom Prep Elementary - Millbranch

Freedom Prep Elementary - Parkrose

Freedom Prep Middle - Brownlee

Freedom Preparatory Academy Flagship

Granville T. Woods Academy of Innovation Charter School
Journey East Academy

KIPP Memphis Collegiate Elementary

KIPP Memphis Collegiate High School

KIPP Memphis Collegiate Middle

Leadership Preparatory Charter School

Memphis Academy of Science Engineering Middle/High
Memphis Business Academy Elementary School
Memphis Business Academy Hickory Hill Elementary School
Memphis Business Academy Hickory Hill Middle School
Memphis Business Academy High School

Memphis Business Academy Middle

Memphis College Preparatory

Memphis Delta Preparatory

Memphis Grizzlies Preparatory Charter School
Memphis Merit Academy

Memphis Rise Academy
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Memphis School of Excellence 562 Start-up 2010-11 6-12

Memphis School of Excellence Cordova 362 Start-up 2021-22 6-11
Memphis School of Excellence Elementary 402 Start-up 2017-18 K-5
Memphis School of Excellence Elementary Cordova 317 Start-up 2020-21 K-5
Memphis STEM Academy 243 Start-up 2016-17 PK-5
Perea Elementary School 399 Start-up 2018-19 PK-5
Power Center Academy Elementary - Southeast 433 Start-up 2017-18 K-5
Power Center Academy Elementary School 712 Start-up 2015-16 K-5
Power Center Academy High School 673 Start-up 2011-12 9-12
Power Center Academy Middle 449 Start-up 2008-09 6-8
Power Center Academy Middle - Southeast 315 Start-up 2016-17 6-8
Promise Academy 266 Start-up 2007-08 PK-5
Soulsville Charter School 656 Start-up 2005-06 6-12
Southern Avenue Charter School of Academic Excellence 330 Start-up 2005-06 K5
Creative Arts

Star Academy 331 Start-up 2004-05 K-6
Veritas College Preparatory 135 Start-up 2010-11 6-8
Vision Preparatory Charter School 415 Start-up 2014-15 PK-5

Achievement School District

Grades PK-12

School Oct 1 Membership Charter Type Year Opened | Grades Served
Brick Church: A LEAD Public School 249 Conversion 2012-13 5-8
Cornerstone Prep - Lester Campus 373 Conversion 2012-13 PK-5
Fairley High School 480 Conversion 2014-15 9-12
Hillcrest High School 441 Conversion 2016-17 9-12
Humes Preparatory Academy Middle School 192 Conversion 2012-13 6-8
Journey Coleman School 630 Conversion 2014-15 PK-8
Kirby Middle School 366 Conversion 2016-17 6-8
Martin Luther King Preparatory High School 491 Conversion 2014-15 9-12
Memphis Scholars Caldwell-Guthrie 245 Conversion 2016-17 PK-5
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Memphis Scholars Florida Kansas 121 Conversion 2015-16 K-5

Memphis Scholars Raleigh-Egypt 63 Conversion 2016-17 6-8
Westside Middle School 299 Conversion 2012-13 6-8
Wooddale Middle School 552 Conversion 2015-16 6-8

Tennessee Public Charter School Commission

Grades PK-12

School Oct 1 Membership Charter Type Year Opened Grades Served

Bluff City High School 478 Start-up 2017-18 9-12
Cornerstone Prep Denver Campus 650 Conversion 2015-16 PK-5
Cornerstone Prep School 53 Start-up 2022-23 K-1

KIPP Antioch College Prep Elementary 628 Start-up 2018-19 K-4
KIPP Antioch College Prep Middle 522 Start-up 2019-20 5-8
KIPP Antioch Global High School 116 Start-up 2023-24 9

LEAD Neely's Bend 288 Start-up 2015-16 5-8
Lester Prep 219 Conversion 2014-15 6-8
Libertas 539 Conversion 2015-16 PK-5
Nashville Collegiate Prep 613 Start-up 2021-22 K-7
Promise Academy Spring Hill 388 Start-up 2014-15 PK-5
Rocketship Dream Community Prep 394 Start-up 2022-23 K-4
Tennessee Nature Academy 113 Start-up 2023-24 5-6
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Appendix B. Public Charter School Applications, Approvals, and Appeals

Number of New Number of Approv Number of Number of ASD
C:art::r :choeol : ::pl;:::atizl:rso = Number ,Of Appealed Apl:)lic:iioc:rs lIf\ppizﬁza:ion: Number of'App‘roved
Applications (Without Appeal) Applications Approved on Appeal Submitted ASD Applications

2002 8 4 3 0 -- -
2003 18 4 8 1 -- --
2004 14 7 2 1 - --

2005 3 0 1 0 -- --
2006 5 2 1 0 -- --
2007 10 4 1 0 -- --
2008 12 6 1 1 -- --
2009 28 8 9 0 -- --
2010 23 11 6 2 -- --
2011 38 6 20 15 9 2
2012 15 5 5 1 10 8
2013 22 4 3 0 18 9
2014 26 17 6 0 7 1

2015 25 11 6 2 8 2
2016 17 8 1 1 - -
2017 21 4 2 0 - --
2018 20 9 4 0 -- --
2019 13 1 6 2 - --
2020 12 1 6 4 - --
2021 7 3 3 2% - --
2022 17 3 12 3 -- --
2023 14 2 8 4 -- --
2024 9 3 6 4 -- --
Total 377 123 120 43 52 22

Anoroved 33% 36% 42%

*The first year in which public charter school creation application appeals were determined by the Tennessee Public Charter School Commission. Prior to 2021, appeals were
determined by the Tennessee State Board of Education.
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Appendix C. Public Charter School Membership by Authorizer, 2023-24

Authorizer Number of Charter PK-12 Total PK-12 % Charter
Charters Oct 1 Membership Oct 1 Membership Membership
Achievement School District 13 4,502 4,502 100%
Hamilton County Schools 8 2,549 45,978 6%
Knox County Schools 1 458 60,635 1%
Memphis-Shelby County Schools 53 19,004 110,086 17%
Metro Nashville Public Schools 27 13,304 80,468 17%
Tennessee Public Charter School Commission 13 5,001 5,001 100%
Tennessee Public Schools 115 44,818 1,003,160 4.5%
A7
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Appendix D. Demographics of Public Charter Schools by Authorizer, 2023-24

Achievement TN Public Charter
School School
District Commission’

Hamilton Knox Metro Nashville Memphis-Shelby

County Schools County Schools Public Schools County Schools

Charter District- Charter District- Charter District- Charter District-

schools Scl:‘l;rgls schools scl:‘:r(l)ls schools Scl:‘l:):ls schools scl:‘l;r(;ls Charter Schools Charter Schools
% White 25% 47% 13% 65% 16% 26% <5% 6% <5% 14%
% Black 46% 29% 70% 17% 44% 37% 74% 75% 89% 62%
% Hispanic 27% 20% 16% 14% 37% 329% 24% 18% 9% 21%
% Asian <1% <5% <1% <5% <5% <5% <1% <5% <1% <5%
o hawalan!  <1% <1% <1% <1% <1% <1% <1% <1% <1% <1%
% Native. <5% <5% <1% <1% <1% <1% <1% <1% <1% <1%
% BHN 74% 50% 86% 31% 81% 70% 98% 93% 99% 83%
% ED 49% 33% 47% 20% 33% 30% 53% 53% 69% %
% ELL 17% 12% 9% 9% 27% 28% 15% 12% 8% 21%
% SWD 14% 15% 18% 17% 13% 14% 9% 12% 13% 13%

7 The Tennessee Public Charter School Commission (TPCSC) only authorizes charter schools and does not directly operate any school.
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Appendix E. Public Charter School Grades 3-8 Performance, 2023-24

Hamilton County Schools

% Meeting or Exceeding Expectations

Composite :

School TVrI)-\AS Math ELA Science Soa.al

Studies
Chattanooga Charter School of Excellence 2 8% 16% 11% **
Chattanooga Charter School of Excellence Middle 2 10% 10% 19% 22%
Chattanooga Girls Leadership Academy 5 35% 30% 45% 43%
Chattanooga Preparatory School 1 31% 22% 30% 38%
lvy Academy, Inc. 1 42% 31% 46% 41%
Ivy Academy's Skillern Elementary *& *& ** *& **
3 15% 20% 15% *k

Montessori Elementary at Highland Park
** |ndicates that results were masked due to department suppression guidelines or data was not available.

Knox County Schools

% Meeting or Exceeding Expectations

Composite :
School TVAAS Math ELA | Science | °cial
Studies
3 25% 27% 27% 37%

Emerald Academy

© Tennessee Department of Education
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Metro Nashville Public Schools

School

Aventura Community Schools

East End Preparatory School

Explore Community School

Intrepid College Preparatory Charter School
Knowledge Academy at the Crossings
KIPP Academy Nashville

KIPP Kirkpatrick Elementary School
KIPP Nashville College Prep

KIPP Nashville College Prep Elementary
LEAD Cameron

LEAD Southeast

Liberty Collegiate Academy

Nashville Classical East

Nashville Classical West

Nashville Prep

Purpose Prep

Rocketship Nashville Northeast Elementary
Rocketship United

Smithson Craighead Academy

STEM Prep Academy

Strive Collegiate Academy

Valor Flagship Academy

Valor Voyager Academy

** |ndicates that results were masked due to department suppression guidelines or data was not available.

A 10

Composite
TVAAS
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% Meeting or Exceeding Expectations

Math

**
45%
21%
22%
16%
31%
17%
34%
28%
10%
30%
30%
47%

*%*
22%
43%
10%
27%
19%
29%
26%
61%
58%

ELA

**
38%
27%
26%
13%
30%
16%
28%
26%
13%
27%
25%
44%
**
16%
53%
20%
26%
22%
30%
25%
54%
51%

Science

**
42%
31%
33%
18%
31%
27%
38%
31%
22%
35%
36%
37%

*%*
28%
38%
11%
22%
21%
32%
30%
70%
72%

Social
Studies
**
41%
24%
18%
14%
49%

**

49%
*%*
26%
38%
49%
27%
*%*
31%
**
**
**
**
56%
32%
73%
80%
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Memphis-Shelby County Schools

% Meeting or Exceeding Expectations

school Composite Social
TVAAS Math ELA Science .
Studies

Arrow Academy of Excellence 4 24% 21% 13% *&
Aurora Collegiate Academy 1 36% 21% 22% ufs
Beacon College Preparatory 5 18% 28% 21% **
Believe Memphis Academy Charter School 5 7% 7% 16% 18%
Circles Of Success Learning Academy 1 12% 13% 14% **
City University School Girls Preparatory 5 15% 18% 22% 25%
Compass Community School, Berclair Campus 5 20% 21% 15% 13%
Compass Community School, Binghampton Campus 3 20% 20% 19% 13%
Compass Community School, Frayser Campus 5 23% 18% 15% 17%
Compass Community School, Hickory Hill Campus 5 40% 36% 25% 38%
Compass Community School, Orange Mound Campus 5 18% 19% 14% 15%
Freedom Prep Elementary - Millbranch 5 28% 38% 48% ufs
Freedom Prep Elementary - Parkrose 5 13% 22% 18% **
Freedom Prep Middle - Brownlee 5 17% 16% 32% 26%
Freedom Preparatory Academy Flagship 5 12% 16% 24% 32%
Granville T. Woods Academy of Innovation Charter School 3 12% 14% 8% 10%
Journey East Academy 5 37% 35% 36% **
KIPP Memphis Collegiate Elementary 5 18% 27% 33% *&
KIPP Memphis Collegiate Middle 5 17% 14% 29% 30%
Leadership Preparatory Charter School 5 39% 39% 44% 51%
Memphis Academy of Science Engineering Middle/High 5 12% 11% 21% 28%
Memphis Business Academy Elementary School 5 28% 35% 41% ufs
Memphis Business Academy Hickory Hill Elementary School 2 19% 33% 27% **
Memphis Business Academy Hickory Hill Middle School 5 17% 13% 19% 32%
Memphis Business Academy Middle 1 8% 10% 12% 22%
Memphis College Preparatory 3 16% 13% 11% o
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Memphis Delta Preparatory

Memphis Grizzlies Preparatory Charter School
Memphis Merit Academy

Memphis Rise Academy

Memphis School of Excellence

Memphis School of Excellence Cordova
Memphis School of Excellence Elementary
Memphis School of Excellence Elementary Cordova
Memphis STEM Academy

Perea Elementary School

Power Center Academy Elementary - Southeast
Power Center Academy Elementary School
Power Center Academy Middle

Power Center Academy Middle - Southeast
Promise Academy

Soulsville Charter School

Southern Avenue Charter School of Academic Excellence

Creative Arts

Star Academy

Veritas College Preparatory
Vision Preparatory Charter School

** |ndicates that results were masked due to department suppression guidelines or data was not available.
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8%
23%
13%
48%
13%
20%
11%
23%
42%
23%
30%
39%
15%
11%
36%

9%

17%

20%
8%
20%

15%
18%
15%
19%
13%
19%
12%
19%
30%
27%
29%
28%
19%
15%
20%
11%

24%

19%
11%
24%

12%
30%
19%
47%
27%
35%
18%
24%
35%
19%
37%
41%
24%
23%
24%
14%

25%

13%
11%
26%

**

49%
Kk
44%
22%
29%

**
**
**
**
**
**
29%
26%
**

20%
*k
9%

20%

**
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Achievement School District

) % Meeting or Exceeding Expectations
Composite > g E=Xp

School TVAAS Math ELA  Science _ocial
Studies
Brick Church: ALEAD Public School 5 15% 9% 17% 18%
Cornerstone Prep - Lester Campus 3 15% 14% 20% **
Fairley High School 5 *& *& *& *&
Humes Preparatory Academy Middle School 1 <5% 5% <5% 10%
Journey Coleman School 5 11% 14% 24% 20%
Kirby Middle School 1 5% 5% 9% 5%
Martin Luther King Preparatory High School 1 ** ** ** **
Memphis Scholars Caldwell-Guthrie 1 <5% <5% <5% X
Memphis Scholars Florida Kansas 5 20% 13% 11% **
Memphis Scholars Raleigh-Egypt 5 7% 6% 5% 8%
Westside Middle School 1 <5% 7% 7% 11%
Wooddale Middle School 5 14% 9% 15% 21%

** |ndicates that results were masked due to department suppression guidelines or data was not available.
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Tennessee Public Charter School Commission

% Meeting or Exceeding Grade Level

school Composite Expectations .
TVAAS Math ELA Science sz‘c:iliaels

Cornerstone Prep Denver Campus 5 37% 24% 29% **
Cornerstone Prep School BRS uRS X uRS X
KIPP Antioch College Prep Elementary 3 43% 44% 38% *&
KIPP Antioch College Prep Middle 5 40% 39% 41% 64%
LEAD Neely's Bend 5 18% 15% 21% 24%
Lester Prep 5 14% 7% 25% 34%
Libertas 5 23% 35% 33% *&
Nashville Collegiate Prep 4 20% 23% 25% 21%
Promise Academy Spring Hill 4 17% 28% 20% **
Rocketship Dream Community Prep 4 39% 26% 24% X
Tennessee Nature Academy 1 21% 31% 37% 21%

** |ndicates that results were masked due to department suppression guidelines or data was not available.

Appendix F. Public Charter School Grades 9-128 Performance, 2023-24

Hamilton County Schools

ccho Composite | Graduation % Meeting or Exceeding Grade Level Expectations
TVAAS Rate Algl Algll Engl Engll Geometry = US History Biology

8 No charter school in Knox County has this grade configuration.
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Chattanooga. Charter School of 5 ok 6% ok 1% 15% 6% o 15%
Excellence High
Chattanooga Girls Leadership

5 100% 19% 36% 27% 44% 32% *& 52%
Academy
Chattanooga Preparatory School 1 ** 6% 29% 26% 48% 9% ** 30%
Ivy Academy, Inc. 1 95% 12% 26% 36% 63% 32% 35% 60%

** Indicates that results were masked due to department suppression guidelines or data was not available.

Metro Nashville Public Schools

School Composite | Graduation % Meeting or Exceeding Grade Level Expectations

choo TVAAS Rate Algl Algll Engl Engll Geometry  US History Biology
Intrepid College P

ntrepid College Preparatory 5 98% 13% 27% 21% 43% 19% 29% 33%
Charter School

Knowledge A h

C::S":irfgfe cademy at the 3 98% 5% <5% 19% 33% 7% 1% 20%
KIPP Nashville Collegiate High

Schoolas ville Collegiate Hig 3 93% 9% 14% 22% 44% 26% 21% 43%
Lead Academy 5 93% * % 18% 27% * 24% 26%
LEAD Southeast 5 99% = % 35% 43% = 60% 31%
RePublic High School 5 87% 17% 12% 26% 33% 26% 15% 23%
STEM Prep High School 5 97% 24% = 30% 38% = 25% 32%
Valor Flagship Academy 5 99% 25% 56% 50% 71% 58% 79% 67%

** |ndicates that results were masked due to department suppression guidelines or data was not available.
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Memphis-Shelby County Schools

Composite | Graduation % Meeting or Exceeding Grade Level Expectations

hool
>choo TVAAS Rate Algl Algli Engl Engll Geometry  US History Biology
e PR N I S [P e P e
City University School of Liberal
A'ré niversity ~choot ot Libera 1 91% <5% <5% 8% 33% 6% 19% 18%
C C ity School

Moigggjvss C;r?przg”' y ~chook 5 88% 12% 19% 19% 44% 29% 30% *ok
Crosstown High School 3 97% X BRS 40% 56% X BRS 48%
Freedom Prep Middle - Brownlee 5 ** *% ** ** ** *% ** **
Freedom P tory Acad

Flraegeshoi;n reparatory Academy 5 76% 506 22% 22% 42% 9% 11% 17%
KIPP Memphis Collegiate High

cereo emphis Lolieglate Hig 5 79% <5% <5% 19% 33% 11% <5% 18%
Eﬂnegr;]i:'ﬁngcifﬁrﬁye /ﬂi;'ence 5 89% 8% 5% 16% 45% 9% 6% 26%
Memphis Business A High

Scf]rggl 's Business Academy Hig 5 89% 18% 21% 22% 38% 32% 24% 18%
Memphis Rise Academy 5 86% 10% 23% 32% 40% 54% 36% 38%
Memphis School of Excellence 4 99% 7% 8% 12% 46% 28% 18% 21%
Memphis School of Excell

Coerr(;]OpVE;lls Sdileia i@l el e 5 ok 22% 6% 30% 40% 27% 20% 38%
P A High

Sfr:"c’)eglce”ter cademy Hig 5 97% 17% 8% 21% 37% 17% o 30%
Soulsville Charter School 5 93% *F ** 20% 42% *% F* 30%

** |ndicates that results were masked due to department suppression guidelines or data was not available.
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Achievement School District

School Composite | Graduation % Meeting or Exceeding Grade Level Expectations
choo

TVAAS Rate Algl Algli Engl Engll Geometry US History
Hillcrest High School 1 68% <5% 9% 13% 15% <5% **

** Indicates that results were masked due to department suppression guidelines or data was not available.

Tennessee Public Charter School Commission

School Composite | Graduation % Meeting or Exceeding Grade Level Expectations
TVAAS Rate Algl Algli Engl Engll Geometry US History

Bluff City High School 5 76% 8% 11% 10% 31% 6% **

KIPP Antioch Global High School 5 ufs 34% ufs 48% ufs uks ufs

** |ndicates that results were masked due to department suppression guidelines or data was not available.
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Appendix G. Percent of Students Meeting or Exceeding Grade Level Expectations on 3-8 TCAP and
EOC Exams by District, 2023-24

Hamilton Knox Memphis-Shelby

County Schools County Schools County Schools

sous | sheds | sous | ool | e | seds | omeoh | seheas | CharterSchools | Charter Schoos
3.8 TCAP
ELA 21% 38% 27% 41% 31% 29% 20% 23% 8% 28%
Math 24% 40% 25% 40% 32% 29% 20% 20% 10% 29%
Science 28% 46% 27% 47% 37% 31% 25% 26% 12% 30%
Soc. Studies ~ 35% 47% 37% 52% 43% 30% 28% 23% 13% 42%
EOC Exams
Algebra | 13% 30% xx Kk 24% xk 15% 13% <5% 19%
Algebra Ii 28% 33% o o 30% o 13% 14% 5% 11%
Biology | 38% 44% xx Pn 32% 28% 28% 26% 6% 12%
English | 26% 38% ok ok 30% 28% 23% 19% 7% 27%
English 11 46% 53% on ok 44% 36% 42% 36% 15% 31%
Geometry 19% 35% Pn ok 33% ok 22% 20% <5% 6%
Int. Math | *x ok oo oo 38% 21% 17% ok o o
Int. Math 1| ok ok oo oo 15% 20% 23% wk o o
Int. Math ”I ** ** ** *%* 21% 17% 24% ** *%* **
US. History | 35% 22% o oo 32% 18% 20% 26% 7% =
SIEL Ll 97% 93% ok ok 95% 84% 89% 82% 59% 76%

Rate (State)
** Indicates that results were masked due to department suppression guidelines or data was not available.
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Appendix H: Public Charter School Letter Grades, 2023-24

Hamilton County Schools

School 2024-25 Letter Grade 2023-24 Letter Grade

(from 2023-24 assessments) (from 2022-23 assessments)
Chattanooga Charter School of Excellence D C
Chattanooga Charter School of Excellence High C **
Chattanooga Charter School of Excellence Middle D C
Chattanooga Girls Leadership Academy B B
Chattanooga Preparatory School D B
vy Academy's Skillern Elementary ** **
Ivy Academy, Inc. C C
Montessori Elementary at Highland Park D **

Knox County Schools

School 2024-25 Letter Grade 2023-24 Letter Grade
(from 2023-24 assessments) (from 2022-23 assessments)
Emerald Academy C D

Metro Nashville Public Schools

2024-25 Letter Grade 2023-24 Letter Grade

School (from 2023-24 assessments) (from 2022-23 assessments)
Aventura Community Schools aFs ufs
East End Preparatory School B A
Explore Community School B B
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Intrepid College Preparatory Charter School C C
Knowledge Academy at the Crossings D D
KIPP Academy Nashville B B
KIPP Kirkpatrick Elementary School D C
KIPP Nashville College Prep B B
KIPP Nashville College Prep Elementary D C
KIPP Nashville Collegiate High School C D
LEAD Cameron C C
LEAD Southeast B C
Lead Academy C C
Liberty Collegiate Academy B B
Nashville Classical East B D
Nashville Classical West *& *&
Nashville Prep C B
Purpose Prep C C
RePublic High School C C
Rocketship Nashville Northeast Elementary D D
Rocketship United C B
STEM Prep Academy B B
STEM Prep High School B C
Smithson Craighead Academy C D
Strive Collegiate Academy C B
Valor Flagship Academy A A
Valor Voyager Academy A A
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Memphis-Shelby County Schools

School

Arrow Academy of Excellence

Aurora Collegiate Academy

Beacon College Preparatory

Believe Memphis Academy Charter School

Circles Of Success Learning Academy

City University School Girls Preparatory

City University School of Liberal Arts

City University School of Independence

Compass Community School, Berclair Campus
Compass Community School, Binghampton Campus
Compass Community School, Frayser Campus
Compass Community School, Hickory Hill Campus
Compass Community School, Midtown Campus
Compass Community School, Orange Mound Campus
Crosstown High School

Freedom Prep Elementary - Millbranch

Freedom Prep Elementary - Parkrose

Freedom Prep Middle - Brownlee

Freedom Preparatory Academy Flagship

Granville T. Woods Academy of Innovation Charter School
Journey East Academy

KIPP Memphis Collegiate Elementary

KIPP Memphis Collegiate High School

KIPP Memphis Collegiate Middle

Leadership Preparatory Charter School

A21

2024-25 Letter Grade 2023-24 Letter Grade

(from 2023-24 assessments) (from 2022-23 assessments)
C B
D C
C *%
C C
F C
C C
F F
*% *%
C C
D D
C C
B B
B C
C F
B B
B B
C D
B C
C C
D C
B B
B B
C F
B C
A B
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Memphis Academy of Science Engineering Middle/High
Memphis Business Academy Elementary School
Memphis Business Academy Hickory Hill Elementary School
Memphis Business Academy Hickory Hill Middle School
Memphis Business Academy High School

Memphis Business Academy Middle

Memphis College Preparatory

Memphis Delta Preparatory

Memphis Grizzlies Preparatory Charter School
Memphis Merit Academy

Memphis Rise Academy

Memphis STEM Academy

Memphis School of Excellence

Memphis School of Excellence Cordova

Memphis School of Excellence Elementary

Memphis School of Excellence Elementary Cordova
Perea Elementary School

Power Center Academy Elementary - Southeast

Power Center Academy Elementary School

Power Center Academy High School

Power Center Academy Middle

Power Center Academy Middle - Southeast

Promise Academy

Soulsville Charter School

Southern Avenue Charter School of Academic Excellence Creative Arts
Star Academy

Veritas College Preparatory

Vision Preparatory Charter School
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Achievement School District

School 2024-25 Letter Grade 2023-24 Letter Grade
(from 2023-24 assessments) (from 2022-23 assessments)

Brick Church: A LEAD Public School C D
Cornerstone Prep - Lester Campus

Fairley High School

Hillcrest High School

Humes Preparatory Academy Middle School
Journey Coleman School

Kirby Middle School

Martin Luther King Preparatory High School
Memphis Scholars Caldwell-Guthrie
Memphis Scholars Florida Kansas

Memphis Scholars Raleigh-Egypt

Westside Middle School

Wooddale Middle School

N TN MmN 1 OnNn O
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Tennessee Public Charter Commission

school 2024-25 Letter Grade 2023-24 Letter Grade
(from 2023-24 assessments) (from 2022-23 assessments)
Bluff City High School C F
Cornerstone Prep Denver Campus B
Cornerstone Prep School uks aFs
KIPP Antioch College Prep Elementary B B
KIPP Antioch College Prep Middle A B
KIPP Antioch Global High School A *&
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LEAD Neely's Bend B aFs
Lester Prep C C
Libertas B C
Nashville Collegiate Prep C D
Promise Academy Spring Hill C X
Rocketship Dream Community Prep B B
Tennessee Nature Academy D oS

Permission is granted to use and copy these materials for non-commercial educational purposes with attribution credit to the “Tennessee
Department of Education”. If you wish to use these materials for reasons other than non-commercial educational purposes, please contact
the Office of General Counsel at (615) 741-2921 or TDOE.GeneralCounsel@tn.gov.
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