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Introduction 

The Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) serves as the latest reauthorization of the Elementary and Secondary 

Education Act of 1965 (ESEA), which was last reauthorized in 2002 as the No Child Left Behind Act (NCLB). 

The intent of the law has always been to improve outcomes for all students, including low-income and 

otherwise disadvantaged students, and family engagement has always been a key piece of the law. We 

know that educational gaps can only be narrowed when all stakeholders—schools, families, students, and 

community members—work together to reach the common goal of improved student achievement. 

 

ESSA provides many opportunities for family engagement, but districts and schools will first need to create 

the conditions needed to successfully build relationships with 

families that are focused on their children’s’ learning. One major 

step in creating these conditions is developing a high quality parent 

and family engagement policy at both the district and school level. 

What is a written parent and family 
engagement policy? 
A written parent and family engagement policy explains how a 

district or a school will support the important role families play in 

the education of their children. Every district that receives Title I, 

Part A funds must have a written parent and family engagement 

policy. The same is required for every Title I school. 

Why is a written parent and family engagement 
policy important? 

 
• District Level: The district’s written parent and family engagement policy establishes the district’s 

expectations for family engagement – the vision of the district. It sets the stage for meaningful 

collaboration with families while also developing system-wide policies and practices that welcome 

families, incorporate their ideas, and helps focus everyone on their role in improving student 

achievement. 

• School Level: The school’s written parent and family engagement policy commits a school to certain 

goals and actions focused on developing effective partnerships between school and home and 

identifies how these goals and actions will be implemented. It is an opportunity for clearer 

communication and meaningful collaboration with families. 

 

 

https://www.congress.gov/114/plaws/publ95/PLAW-114publ95.pdf
https://www.readyrosie.com/essa-parent-and-family-engagement/
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What does the law say? 
According to Public Law 114-95, Section 1116, school districts and schools receiving Title I, Part A funds are 

required to develop jointly with, agree upon, and distribute to families of participating children a written 

parent and family engagement policy. 

The district parent and family engagement policy must describe, at a minimum, how the district will: 

• Involve parents and family members in the joint development of the district plan; 

• Provide the support necessary to assist schools in implementing effective family engagement 

activities to improve student performance; 

• Conduct an annual evaluation of the effectiveness of the policy in improving the academic quality of 

Title I schools, including identifying barriers to greater participation by families (especially family 

members who are economically disadvantaged, disabled, have limited English proficiency, have 

limited literacy, or are a racial or ethnic minority), and use the findings to revise engagement policies 

design strategies to support successful school and family interactions and; and 

• Involve families in school activities, which may include establishing an advisory board to develop, 

revise, and review the engagement policy. 

The school parent and family engagement policy must describe, at a minimum, how the school will: 

• Convene an annual meeting to describe the school’s participation in the Title I, Part A program and 

the rights of families to be involved; 

• Offer a flexible number of meetings; 

• Include parents and family members in the planning, review, and improvement of the parent and 

family engagement policy and programs; 

• Provide timely information about family activities, a description and explanation of the school’s 

curriculum, forms of academic assessment, and expected achievement levels; 

• Jointly develop with families, a school-parent compact that outlines how families, school staff and 

students will share the responsibility for improved student academic achievement and develop a 

partnership to help students achieve state standards; and support a partnership among the school, 

families, and community to improve student academic achievement through the following activities: 

o Providing assistance to parents and families in understanding topics such as the state’s 

academic standards, state and local academic assessments, the requirements of Title I and 

how to monitor a child's progress and work with educators; 

o Providing materials and training to help parents and families work with their children to 

improve achievement; 

o Educating school personnel, with the assistance of families, in the value and utility of the 

contributions of families, and how to reach out to, communicate with, and work with families 

as equal partners; 

https://eplan.tn.gov/DocumentLibrary/ViewDocument.aspx?DocumentKey=1331222&inline=true
https://eplan.tn.gov/DocumentLibrary/ViewDocument.aspx?DocumentKey=1329729&inline=true
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o Integrating engagement strategies with other federal and state programs, including 

preschool programs; 

o Ensuring that information related to programs, meetings, and other activities is sent to 

families in a format and a language they can understand; 

o  Providing other reasonable support for engagement activities;  

o Providing opportunities for the informed participation of families with limited English 

proficiency or disabilities, and families of migratory children in a format and language they 

understand; and  

o Providing reasonable support for family engagement activities as families request them. 

 Tip: For more information on School-Parent Compacts, see our interactive 
toolkit, Make the Connection: Developing an Effective School-Parent Compact, 

here. For more information on the Annual Title I Meeting see our tools within the 
“Parent and Family Engagement Resources” folder in TDOE Resources. 
  

Who should be involved? 
An effective parent and family engagement program requires a partnership among key stakeholders. 

Healthy partnerships exist when all parties support one another in the achievement or attainment of a 

common goal. Successful partnerships build upon and enhance the capacity of both staff and families.  

While collaborative partnerships are required by the statute, more importantly, research shows that 

successful partnerships increase student achievement. It is crucial that districts and schools establish a 

team including parents and family members prior to the development of a parent and family engagement 

policy.  

For more information on how to build strong partnerships with families and other stakeholders, see A Dual 

Capacity-Building Framework for Family School Partnerships. 

Tips for documenting your work with key stakeholders: 

• Create a standard sign-in sheet for all meetings and events that includes space for participant 

names, positions, and roles. 
• Save all meeting and event invitations (e.g., flyers, emails, website blurbs, etc.). 
• Create and save detailed agendas for all meetings and events. 
• Keep minutes of meetings and events to document discussions, ideas, and suggestions. 
• Remember, school/district employees who are also parents or family members at the school cannot 

be counted as true parent representatives on any school team or committee. 

https://eplan.tn.gov/DocumentLibrary/ViewDocument.aspx?DocumentKey=1329729&inline=true
https://eplan.tn.gov/DocumentLibrary/ViewDocument.aspx?DocumentKey=1331223&inline=true
https://eplan.tn.gov/DocumentLibrary/Default.aspx?ccipSessionKey=636535279919371948
https://www2.ed.gov/documents/family-community/partners-education.pdf
https://www2.ed.gov/documents/family-community/partners-education.pdf
https://eplan.tn.gov/DocumentLibrary/ViewDocument.aspx?DocumentKey=1329183&inline=true


 
 

Engaging English Learner Families 
According to the report, The Power of Parents, “Research indicates a strong association between parent 
involvement with a child’s education both at home and at school and student performance in school. 
Engaging parents is particularly important for English learners (EL) and students from low‐income 
families.  In fact, greater parent involvement is correlated with higher student test scores and better grades 

for the school as a whole1”.  

It’s never too late to start engaging your EL families, no matter how limited or ineffective efforts have been 
in the past. When you find what works for your EL families (which may or may not be the same as what 
works for the EL families at a neighboring school), you will be amazed at all they have to offer. Engaged EL 
families possess depths of dedication and wisdom regarding their children that can be immensely helpful to 

teachers and schools. They have so much to offer – if the community is ready to embrace them and listen to 
what they have to say. This is where schools can make important strides in changing the conversation from 
“What can they learn from us?” to “What can we learn from each other?” 

The development of the parent and family engagement policy provides a great opportunity to get families 
involved. Use the policy development process as a way to build stronger relationships with EL families. 
Include several EL family representatives on your policy development team and be sure to gather feedback 

from other EL families throughout the process. 
 
When working with linguistically diverse families, the following guiding questions can help focus a school’s 
efforts: 

• Do we understand the families’ and students’ educational background and the educational system 
of the families’ country of origin? 

• Do our parent committees/groups reflect our EL population? Do we encourage EL families to be 
leaders at the school? How can we provide leadership training to families? 

• Are we providing information to families about the U.S. educational system? Do they understand the 
educational process and their role? Are we providing time and opportunity for answering their 
questions? 

• Are we making it clear to families why we want them to be involved? 
• Do we offer EL families frequent and convenient opportunities to share input, ideas, and concerns 

with school leaders and teachers in a variety of venues? 
• Are we helping families feel comfortable at meetings? 
• Are we communicating in a language they understand and in a culturally‐ responsive manner by 

valuing their diverse ethnic and linguistic backgrounds?   

                                                      
1 Thigpen & Freedberg (2014).   The power of parents: Research underscores the impact of parent 
involvement in schools. Oakland, CA: EdSource. https://edsource.org/wp-content/publications/Power-
of-Parents-Feb-2014.pdf  

https://edsource.org/wp-content/publications/Power-of-Parents-Feb-2014.pdf
https://edsource.org/wp-content/publications/Power-of-Parents-Feb-2014.pdf
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• Are we aware of families’ cultural practices and traditions? 
• Are bilingual personnel available for those families who do not speak English? 
• Are we providing childcare, transportation, or alternate meeting days and times, if needed? 

• What forms of communication will be most effective for the family?  Are we providing documents, or 
oral translations of documents, in a language they understand? 

• Are we helping families understand and access available community resources?    

What is included in this guide? 
This guide includes several tools to assist districts and schools in their development of meaningful parent 

and family engagement policies. Resources, templates, and samples are available for two different policy 

formats: a traditional policy that simply meets the requirements of the law and an innovative policy that 

meets all requirements, but also includes some additional promising practices. Tools include: 

 

Section 1: General Tools and Resources 

 

• Public Law 114-95 Section 1116: ESSA Parent and Family Engagement regulations. 

 

• Parent and Family Engagement Policy Requirements: District and School Side-by-Side 

Comparison: A side-by-side comparison of the requirements for the district- and school-level 

parent and family engagement policies. 

Section 2: District-Level Tools and Resources 

 

• District Parent and Family Engagement Policy Checklist: A checklist that can be utilized in the 

development of the district-level parent and family engagement policy to ensure all required 

components are included. 

 

• Traditional District Parent and Family Engagement Policy Template: A template that can be 

utilized in the development of a traditional district-level parent and family engagement policy. 

 

• Innovative District Parent and Family Engagement Policy Guide to Quality: A guide to 

quality that can be utilized to ensure all required components are included in the district-level 

parent and family engagement policy. The guide to quality is numbered (1A-9) to correspond 

with the innovative district parent and family engagement policy sample.  

 

• Innovative District Parent and Family Engagement Policy Sample: A sample of an innovative 

district-level parent and family engagement policy. The sample is numbered (1A-9) to 

correspond with the innovative district parent and family engagement policy guide to quality. 
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Section 3: School-Level Tools and Resources 

 

• School Parent and Family Engagement Policy Checklist – A checklist that can be utilized in the 

development of the school-level parent and family engagement policy to ensure all required 

components are included. 

 

• Traditional School Parent and Family Engagement Policy Template - A template that can be 

utilized in the development of a traditional school-level parent and family engagement policy. 

 

• Innovative School Parent and Family Engagement Policy Guide to Quality – A guide to quality 

that can be utilized to ensure all required components are included in the school-level parent and 

family engagement policy. The guide to quality is numbered (1A-8) to correspond with the innovative 

school parent and family engagement policy sample. 

 

• Innovative School Parent and Family Engagement Policy Sample - A sample of an innovative 

school-level parent and family engagement policy. The sample is numbered (1A-8) to correspond 

with the innovative school parent and family engagement guide to quality. 
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  Section 1: 
General Tools and Resources 
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Public Law 114-95 Section 1116  
a) LOCAL EDUCATIONAL AGENCY POLICY-  

(1)IN GENERAL- A local educational agency may receive funds under this part only if such agency conducts 
outreach to all parents and family members and implements programs, activities, and procedures for the 
involvement of parents and family members in programs assisted under this part consistent with this 

section. Such programs, activities, and procedures shall be planned and implemented with meaningful 
consultation with parents of participating children. 

(2)WRITTEN POLICY- Each local educational agency that receives funds under this part shall develop jointly 
with, agree on with, and distribute to, parents and family members of participating children a written parent 
and family engagement policy. The policy shall be incorporated into the local educational agency's plan 

developed under section 1112, establish the agency's expectations and objectives for meaningful parent 
and family involvement, and describe how the agency will —  

(A) involve parents and family members in jointly developing the local educational agency plan under 
section 1112, and the development of support and improvement plans under paragraphs (1) and (2) of 
section 1111(d).  

(B) provide the coordination, technical assistance, and other support necessary to assist and build the 

capacity of all participating schools within the local educational agency in planning and implementing 
effective parent and family involvement activities to improve student academic achievement and school 
performance, which may include meaningful consultation with employers, business leaders, and 
philanthropic organizations, or individuals with expertise in effectively engaging parents and family 
members in education;  

(C) coordinate and integrate parent and family engagement strategies under this part with parent and 
family engagement strategies, to the extent feasible and appropriate, with other relevant Federal, State, and 
local laws and programs; 

(D) conduct, with the meaningful involvement of parents and family members, an annual evaluation of the 
content and effectiveness of the parent and family engagement policy in improving the academic quality of 
all schools served under this part, including identifying—  

(i) barriers to greater participation by parents in activities authorized by this section (with particular 
attention to parents who are economically disadvantaged, are disabled, have limited English proficiency, 
have limited literacy, or are of any racial or ethnic minority background);  

(ii) the needs of parents and family members to assist with the learning of their children, including engaging 
with school personnel and teachers; and  

(iii) strategies to support successful school and family interactions;  
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(E) use the findings of such evaluation in subparagraph (D) to design evidence-based strategies for more 
effective parental involvement, and to revise, if necessary, the parent and family engagement policies 
described in this section; and  

(F) involve parents in the activities of the schools served under this part, which may include establishing a 
parent advisory board comprised of a sufficient number and representative group of parents or family 
members served by the local educational agency to adequately represent the needs of the population 
served by such agency for the purposes of developing, revising, and reviewing the parent and family 
engagement policy.’’; and (C) in paragraph (3)— 

(3) RESERVATION- 

(A) IN GENERAL.—Each local educational agency shall reserve at least 1 percent of its allocation under 
subpart 2 to assist schools to carry out the activities described in this section, except that this subparagraph 
shall not apply if 1 percent of such agency’s allocation under subpart, 2 for the fiscal year for which the 
determination is made is $5,000 or less. Nothing in this subparagraph shall be construed to limit local 
educational agencies from reserving more than 1 percent of its allocation under subpart 2 to assist schools 

to carry out activities described in this section.  

(B) PARENT AND FAMILY MEMBER INPUT- Parents and family members of children receiving services under 
this part shall be involved in the decisions regarding how funds reserved under subparagraph (A) are 
allotted for parental involvement activities.  

(C) DISTRIBUTION OF FUNDS- Not less than 90 percent of the funds reserved subparagraph (A) shall be 
distributed to schools served under this part with priority given to high need schools.  

(D) USE OF FUNDS.—Funds reserved under subparagraph (A) by a local educational agency shall be used to 
carry out activities and strategies consistent with the local educational agency’s parent and family 
engagement policy, including not less than 1 of the following: 

(i) Supporting schools and nonprofit organizations in providing professional development for local 
educational agency and school personnel regarding parent and family engagement strategies, which may be 

provided jointly to teachers, principals, other school leaders, specialized instructional support personnel, 
paraprofessionals, early childhood educators, and parents and family members.  

(ii) Supporting programs that reach parents and family members at home, in the community, and at school.  

(iii) Disseminating information on best practices focused on parent and family engagement, especially best 
practices for increasing the engagement of economically disadvantaged parents and family members.  

(iv) Collaborating, or providing subgrants to schools to enable such schools to collaborate, with community-

based or other organizations or employers with a record of success in improving and increasing parent and 
family engagement.  

(v) Engaging in any other activities and strategies that the local educational agency determines are 
appropriate and consistent with such agency’s parent and family engagement policy.’’ 
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(b) SCHOOL PARENT AND FAMILY ENGAGEMENT POLICY- 

 

(1)IN GENERAL- Each school served under this part shall jointly develop with, and distribute to, parents and 

family members of participating children a written parent and family engagement policy, agreed on by such 
parents, that shall describe the means for carrying out the requirements of subsections (c) through (f). 
Parents shall be notified of the policy in an understandable and uniform format and, to the extent 
practicable, provided in a language the parents can understand. Such policy shall be made available to the 
local community and updated periodically to meet the changing needs of parents and the school.  

(2) SPECIAL RULE- If the school has a parent and family engagement policy that applies to all parents and 

family members, such school may amend that policy, if necessary, to meet the requirements of this 
subsection.  

(3) AMENDMENT- If the local educational agency involved has a school district-level parent and family 
engagement policy that applies to all parents and family members in all schools served by the local 
educational agency, such agency may amend that policy, if necessary, to meet the requirements of this 

subsection.  

(4)PARENTAL COMMENTS- If the plan under section 1112 is not satisfactory to the parents of participating 
children, the local educational agency shall submit any parent comments with such plan when such local 
educational agency submits the plan to the State.  

 

(c) POLICY INVOLVEMENT- Each school served under this part shall  

(1) convene an annual meeting, at a convenient time, to which all parents of participating children shall be 
invited and encouraged to attend, to inform parents of their school's participation under this part and to 
explain the requirements of this part, and the right of the parents to be involved; 

(2) offer a flexible number of meetings, such as meetings in the morning or evening, and may provide, with 
funds provided under this part, transportation, child care, or home visits, as such services relate to parental 

involvement;  

(3) involve parents, in an organized, ongoing, and timely way, in the planning, review, and improvement of 
programs under this part, including the planning, review, and improvement of the school parent and family 
engagement policy and the joint development of the schoolwide program plan under section 1114(b)except 
that if a school has in place a process for involving parents in the joint planning and design of the school's 
programs, the school may use that process, if such process includes an adequate representation of parents 

of participating children;  

(4) provide parents of participating children — 

(A) timely information about programs under this part;  
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(B) a description and explanation of the curriculum in use at the school, the forms of academic assessment 
used to measure student progress, and the achievement levels of the challenging State academic standards; 
and  

(C) if requested by parents, opportunities for regular meetings to formulate suggestions and to participate, 
as appropriate, in decisions relating to the education of their children, and respond to any such suggestions 
as soon as practicably possible; and  

(5) if the schoolwide program plan under section 1114(b)is not satisfactory to the parents of participating 
children, submit any parent comments on the plan when the school makes the plan available to the local 
educational agency. 

(d) SHARED RESPONSIBILITIES FOR HIGH STUDENT ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT- As a component of the 
school-level parent and family engagement policy developed under subsection (b), each school served 
under this part shall jointly develop with parents for all children served under this part a school-parent 
compact that outlines how parents, the entire school staff, and students will share the responsibility for 
improved student academic achievement and the means by which the school and parents will build and 

develop a partnership to help children achieve the State's high standards. Such compact shall —  

(1) describe the school's responsibility to provide high-quality curriculum and instruction in a supportive and 
effective learning environment that enables the children served under this part to meet the challenging 
State academic standards, and the ways in which each parent will be responsible for supporting their 
children's learning, volunteering in their child's classroom; and participating, as appropriate in decisions 
relating to the education of their children and positive use of extracurricular time; and  

(2) address the importance of communication between teachers and parents on an ongoing basis through, 
at a minimum —  

(A) parent-teacher conferences in elementary schools, at least annually, during the compact shall be 
discussed as the compact relates to the individual child's achievement;  

(B) frequent reports to parents on their children's progress;  

(C) reasonable access to staff, opportunities to volunteer and participate in their child's class, and 
observation of classroom activities; and  

(D) ensuring regular two-way, meaningful communication between family members and school staff, and, to 
the extent practicable, in a language that family members can understand. 

 

(e) BUILDING CAPACITY FOR INVOLVEMENT- To ensure effective involvement of parents and to support a 

partnership among the school involved, parents, and the community to improve student academic 
achievement, each school and local educational agency assisted under this part — 

(1) shall provide assistance to parents of children served by the school or local educational agency, as 
appropriate, in understanding such topics the challenging State academic standards, State and local 
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academic assessments, the requirements of this part, and how to monitor a child's progress and work with 
educators to improve the achievement of their children;  

(2) shall provide materials and training to help parents to work with their children to improve their 

children's achievement, such as literacy training and using technology (including education about the harms 
of copyright piracy), as appropriate, to foster parental involvement;  

(3) shall educate teachers, specialized instructional support personnel, principals, and other school leaders, 
and other staff, with the assistance of parents, in the value and utility of contributions of parents, and in 
how to reach out to, communicate with, and work with parents as equal partners, implement and 
coordinate parent programs, and build ties between parents and the school;  

(4) shall, to the extent feasible and appropriate, coordinate and integrate parent involvement programs and 
activities with other Federal, State, and local programs, including public preschool programs, and conduct 
other activities, such as parent resource centers, that encourage and support parents in more fully 
participating in the education of their children;  

(5) shall ensure that information related to school and parent programs, meetings, and other activities is 

sent to the parents of participating children in a format and, to the extent practicable, in a language the 
parents can understand;  

(6) may involve parents in the development of training for teachers, principals, and other educators to 
improve the effectiveness of such training;  

(7) may provide necessary literacy training from funds received under this part if the local educational 
agency has exhausted all other reasonably available sources of funding for such training; 

(8) may pay reasonable and necessary expenses associated with local parental involvement activities, 
including transportation and child care costs, to enable parents to participate in school-related meetings 
and training sessions;  

(9) may train parents to enhance the involvement of other parents;  

(10) may arrange school meetings at a variety of times, or conduct in-home conferences between teachers 

or other educators, who work directly with participating children, with parents who are unable to attend 
such conferences at school, in order to maximize parental involvement and participation;  

(11) may adopt and implement model approaches to improving parental involvement;  

(12) may establish a districtwide parent advisory council to provide advice on all matters related to parental 
involvement in programs supported under this section;  

(13) may develop appropriate roles for community-based organizations and businesses in parent 

involvement activities; and  

(14) shall provide such other reasonable support for parental involvement activities under this section as 
parents may request. 
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(f) ACCESSIBILITY.—In carrying out the parent and family engagement requirements of this part, local 
educational agencies and schools, to the extent practicable, shall provide opportunities for the informed 

participation of parents and family members (including parents and family members who have limited 
English proficiency, parents and family members with disabilities, and parents and family members of 
migratory children), including providing information and school reports required under section 1111 in a 
format and, to the extent practicable, in a language such parents understand.  

 

(g) FAMILY ENGAGEMENT IN EDUCATION PROGRAMS.—In a State operating a program under part E of Title 

IV, each local educational agency or school that receives assistance under this part shall inform parents and 
organizations of the existence of the program. 

 

(h) REVIEW- The State educational agency shall review the local educational agency's parent and family 
engagement policies and practices to determine if the policies and practices meet the requirements of this 

section. 
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Parent and Family Engagement Policy: District and School Side-by Side 
Comparison 

District Parent and Family Engagement Policy School Parent and Family Engagement Policy 

Each Title I served district must: Each Title I served school in a district must: 

• Develop jointly, agree on with, and distribute 
to families of Title I-served students a 
written parent and family engagement policy 
that must be incorporated into the district’s 
policy developed under Section 1112. 

• Establish the district’s expectation for parent 
and family engagement. 

• Develop jointly, agree on with, and distribute to 
families of participating students a written parent 
and family engagement policy that describes the 
means for carrying out the policy requirements. 

Each Title I district will: Each Title I school will: 
• Involve parents and families in: 

o The joint development of the LEA’s 
local plan under Section 1112; and 

o The process of school review and 
improvement under Section 1116. 

• Convene an annual meeting, at a convenient time, 
to which all families of participating children must 
be invited and encouraged to attend to inform 
families of their school’s participation in Title I, the 
requirements of the program, and the right of the 
families to be involved. 

• Provide the coordination, technical 
assistance, and other support necessary to 
assist participating schools in the planning 
and implementing effective family 
engagement activities to improve student 
academic achievement and school 
performance. 

• Offer a flexible number of meetings, such as in the 
morning or in the evening. Funds may be used to 
provide transportation, child care, or home visits, 
as the services relate to family engagement. 

• Build the schools’ and families’ capacity for 
strong family engagement. 

• Involve families—in an organized, ongoing, and 
timely way—in the planning, review, and 
improvement of Title I programs, including the 
planning, review, and improvement of the school 
parent and family engagement policy and the joint 
development of the schoolwide plan. If the school 
already has a process in place, it may use that 
process, if it includes an adequate representation 
of families of participating children. 

• Coordinate and integrate parent and family 
engagement strategies with parent and 
family engagement strategies under other 
programs, such as: 

o Head Start 
o Reading First 
o Early Reading First 
o Even Start 
o Parents as Teachers 
o Home Instruction 

• Provide families of participating children: 
o Timely information about Title I programs; 
o A description and explanation of the 

curriculum in use at the school, the forms 
of academic assessment used to measure 
student progress, and the proficiency 
levels students are expected to meet; and 

o If requested by families, opportunities for 
regular meetings to formulate suggestions 
and to participate, as appropriate, in 

https://eplan.tn.gov/DocumentLibrary/ViewDocument.aspx?DocumentKey=1331222&inline=true
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o Preschool Youngsters 
o State-run preschools 

decisions relating to the education of their 
children, and to respond to any such 
suggestions as soon as practicably 
possibly. If the schoolwide plan is 
unsatisfactory to the families of 
participating children, the school must 
submit parent comments when the plan is 
made available to the district. 

• Conduct, with the involvement of families, 
an annual evaluation of the content and 
effectiveness of the parent and family 
engagement policy in improving the 
academic quality of the school served, 
including: 
o Identifying barriers to greater 

participation of families in Title I-related 
activities, with particular attention to 
families who are economically 
disadvantaged or disabled, and families 
who have limited English proficiency, 
limited literacy, or any racial or ethnic 
minority background;  

o Using the findings of the evaluation to 
design strategies for more effective 
family engagement; and 

o Revising the policy where necessary to 
address ways to overcome identified 
barriers. 

• As a component of the school parent and family 
engagement policy, each school served shall 
jointly develop with families of served children a 
school-parent compact that outlines how: 

o Families, the entire staff, and students will 
share the responsibility for improved 
student academic achievement and the 
means by which the school and families 
will build and develop a partnership to 
help children achieve the state’s high 
standards; 

o The school will provide high-quality 
curriculum and instruction in a supportive 
and effective learning environment that 
enables the children served to meet the 
state’s academic achievement standards; 
and 

o Each family will be responsible for 
supporting their children’s learning and 
participating, as appropriate, in decisions 
relating to the education of their children 
and positive extracurricular time.  

• The compact will also address the importance of 
communication between teachers and families on 
an ongoing basis through, at a minimum: 

o Parent-teacher conference in elementary 
schools, at least annually, during which the 
compact must be discussed as it relates to 
the individual child’s achievement; 

o Frequent reports to families on their 
children’s progress; and 

o Reasonable access to staff, opportunities 
to volunteer and participate in their child’s 
class, and observation of classroom 
activities. 

• Involve families in the activities of the 
schools served under this part.  

 

 

https://eplan.tn.gov/DocumentLibrary/ViewDocument.aspx?DocumentKey=1329729&inline=true
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Section 2: 
District-Level Tools and Resources 
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District Parent and Family Engagement Policy Checklist 
Note: A copy of this checklist may be downloaded here. 
In support of strengthening student academic achievement, each district that receives Title I, Part A funds 

must develop jointly with, agree on with, and distribute to families of participating children a written parent 

and family engagement policy that contains information required by PL 114-95 Section 1116(a)(2) of the 

Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA). The policy establishes the district’s expectations for parent and family 

engagement and describes how the district will implement a number of specific parent and family 

engagement activities. 

 

Please use the checklist below as a support tool in helping you create and assess your district-level parent 

and family engagement policy.  

Yes No  
  Does the district have a current year district parent and family engagement policy? PL 114-95 

Section 1116 (a)(2) 

   
  Is the district parent and family engagement policy presented in a format and written in a 

language parents/families can understand? (Is it user friendly?) PL 114-95 Section 1116 (b)(1) 
  Was the district parent and family engagement policy jointly developed with and agreed on 

with parents/families? PL 114-95 Section 1116 (a)(2) 
 Documentation should include: 
            Invitation to parents/families to attend meeting 
            Agendas for meetings 
            Sign-in sheet for meetings including name and title/position 
            Minutes of meeting 
   
  Was the district parent and family engagement policy distributed to parents/families? PL 114-

95 Section 1116 (a)(2) 
 Distribution methods: (Not all listed below are required, but may identify and document how 

the district policy was distributed) 
            Student handbook? 
            District website? 
            Direct mail? 
            Email? 
            Posted in newspaper? 
            Provided at student registration? 
            Provided and explained at a beginning of the year event? 
            Discussed at parent-teacher conferences? 

            Other: 
            Other: 
  Does the district policy describe how the district will involve families in the joint development 

of the District Improvement Plan? PL 114-95 Section 1116 (a)(2)(A) 
   

https://eplan.tn.gov/DocumentLibrary/ViewDocument.aspx?DocumentKey=1331128&inline=true
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Yes No  
  Does the district policy describe how the district will provide the coordination, technical 

assistance, and other support necessary to assist and build the capacity of all participating 
schools to plan and implement effective family engagement activities to improve student 
academic achievement and school performance? PL 114-95 Section 1116(a)(2)(B) 

  Building Capacity Requirements: 

  Does the district policy describe how the district will build the schools' capacity for family 
engagement in the following ways? 

  1. Shall provide assistance to parents/families in understanding such topics as the challenging 
state academic standards, state and local academic assessments, how to monitor a child's 
progress, and how to work with educators to improve the achievement of their children.        
PL 114-95 Section 1116 (e)(1) 

  2. Shall provide materials and training to help families to work with their children to improve 
their children's achievement, such as literacy and technology. PL 114- 95 Section 1116 (e)(2) 

  3. Shall educate teachers, specialized instruction support personnel, principals, other school 
leaders, and other staff, with the assistance of families, in the value and utility of contributions 
of parents/families, and in how to reach out to, communicate with, and work with families as 
equal partners, implement and coordinate parent programs, and build ties between the 
families and the school. PL 114-95 Section 1116 (e)(3) 

  4. Shall, to the extent feasible and appropriate, coordinate and integrate family engagement 
programs and activities with other federal, state, and local programs, including public 
preschool programs, and conduct other activities such as parent resource centers. PL 114-95 
Section 1118 (a)(2)(C) 

  5. Shall ensure that information related to school and parent/family programs, meetings, and 
other activities is sent to the parents/families in a format and, to the extent practicable, in a 
language the families can understand. PL 114-95 Section 1116 (e)(5) 

  6. Shall provide such other reasonable support for family engagement activities under this 
section as families may request. PL 114-95 Section 1116 (e)(14) 

 Documentation for building capacity requirements may include: 
            Publicity and invitations to families about events/ meetings 
            Agendas for events/meetings 
            Sign-in sheets at meetings and training events including name and position/title 
            Minutes of meetings/events 
            Letters, newsletters, and other printed information 
            Emails 
            Phone logs 
            Record of home visits 
            Other: 
            Other: 
  Building Capacity Options 

  Does the district policy describe how the district will build the schools' capacity for family 
engagement in the following ways? 

  1. May involve parents/families in the development of training for teachers, principals, and 
other educators to improve the effectiveness of such training (optional). PL 114-95 Section 
1116(e)(6)  
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Yes No  
  2. May provide necessary literacy training from funds received under this if the LEA has 

exhausted all other reasonably available sources of funding for such training (optional). PL 
114-95 Section 1116 (e)(7) 

  4. May train families to enhance the involvement of other families (optional). PL 114- 95 
Section 1116 (e)(9)  

  5. May arrange school meetings at a variety of times, or conduct in-home conferences 
between teachers and other educators with parents/families who are unable to attend such 
conferences at school in order to maximize family engagement and participation (optional). PL 
114-95 Section 1116 (e)(10)  

  6. May adopt and implement model approaches to improving family engagement (optional). PL 
114-95 Section 1116 (e)(11) 

  7. May establish a districtwide parent advisory council to provide advice on all matters related 
to family engagement in programs supported under this section (optional). PL 114-95 Section 
1116 (e)(12) 

  8. May develop appropriate roles for community-based organizations and businesses in family 
engagement activities (optional). PL 114- 95 Section 1116 (e)(13) 

 Documentation for building capacity requirements may include: 
            Publicity and invitations to families about events/ meetings 
            Agendas for events/meetings 
            Sign-in sheets at meetings and training events including name and position/title 
            Minutes of meetings/events 
            Letters, newsletters, and other printed information 
            Emails 
            Phone logs 
            Record of home visits 
            Other: 
            Other: 
   
  Does the district policy describe how the LEA will coordinate and integrate family engagement 

strategies, to the extent feasible and appropriate, with relevant Federal, State, and local laws 
and programs? PL 114-95 Section 1118 (a)(2)(C) 

   
  Does the district policy describe how, with the meaningful involvement of families, the LEA will 

conduct an annual evaluation of the content and effectiveness of the parent and family 
engagement policy in improving the academic quality of all schools? PL 114-95 Section 1116 
(a)(2)(D) 

  Does the district policy describe that the annual evaluation will also (i) identify barriers to 
greater participation by parents/families in activities authorized by this section (with particular 
attention to families who are economically disadvantaged, are disabled, have limited English 
proficiency, have limited literacy, or are of any racial or ethnic minority background); (ii) 
identify needs of parents/families to assist with the learning of their children; (iii) identify 
strategies to support successful school and family interactions? PL107-110 Section 1118 
(a)(2)(D)(i - iii) 
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Yes No  
  Does the district policy describe that the findings from the evaluation will be used to design 

evidence-based strategies for more effective family engagement and to revise, if necessary, 
the parent and family engagement (district and school) policies? PL 114-95 Section 1116 
(a)(2)(E) 

 Documentation may include: 
            Surveys and other evaluation tools 
            Sign-in sheets and records of interviews 
            Sign-in sheets for meetings with names and title/position      
            Agenda of meetings to discuss evaluation data 
            Minutes of meetings 
   
  Does the district policy describe how to involve families in the activities of the schools, which 

may include establishing a parent advisory board? PL 114-95 Section 1116 (a)(2)(F) 
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Traditional District Parent and Family Engagement Policy Template 

NOTE TO THE DISTRICT: School districts, in meaningful consultation with families, may use the sample 

template below as a framework for the information to be included in a traditional parent and family 

engagement policy. School districts are not required to follow this sample template or framework, but if 

they establish the district’s expectations for parent and family engagement and include all of the 

components listed under “Description of How District Will Implement Required District Parent and Family 

Engagement Policy Components” below, they will have incorporated the information that Section 1116(a)(2) 

requires for the district parent and family engagement policy.  School districts, in meaningful consultation 

with families, are encouraged to include other relevant and agreed upon activities and actions that will 

support effective parent and family engagement and strengthen student academic achievement.                  

An editable version of this template is available here. 

 
 
District Parent and Family Engagement Policy 
(Insert District Name) 
(Insert School Year XXXX-XXXX) 
(Insert Revision Date MM/DD/YYYY) 

 
In support of strengthening student academic achievement, name of school district receives Title I, Part A 

funds and therefore must jointly develop with, agree on with, and distribute to parents and family members 

of participating children a written parent and family engagement policy that contains information required 

by Section 1116(a)(2) of the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA). The policy establishes the district’s 

expectations and objectives for meaningful parent and family engagement and describes how the district 

will implement a number of specific parent and family engagement activities.  

The __   name of school district_______ agrees to implement the following requirements as outlined by 
Section 1116:   
 
• The school district will put into operation programs, activities, and procedures for the engagement of 

parents and family members in all of its schools with Title I, Part A programs. These programs, activities, 
and procedures will be planned and operated with meaningful consultation with parents and family 
members of participating children.  

• Consistent with Section 1116, the school district will work with its schools to ensure that the required 
school-level parent and family engagement policies meet the requirements of Section 1116(b) of the 

INSERT DISTRICT 

LOGO HERE 

https://eplan.tn.gov/DocumentLibrary/ViewDocument.aspx?DocumentKey=1331129&inline=true
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ESSA, and each include as a component a school-parent compact consistent with Section 1116(d) of the 
ESEA. 

• In carrying out the Title I, Part A parent and family engagement requirements to the extent practicable, 
the school district and its schools will provide full opportunities for the participation of families with 
limited English proficiency, limited literacy, disabilities, of migratory children, who are economically 
disadvantaged, or are of any racial or ethnic minority background, including providing information and 
school reports required under Section 1111 of the ESSA in an understandable and uniform format 
including alternative formats upon request and, to the extent practicable, in a language families 
understand. 

• If the district plan for Title I, Part A, developed under Section 1112 of the ESEA, is not satisfactory to the 
families of participating children, the school district will submit any parent comments with the plan 
when the school district submits the plan to the state department of education.  

• The school district will be governed by the following definition of parent and family engagement and 
expects that its Title I schools will carry out programs, activities, and procedures in accordance with this 
definition in Section 8101 of the ESSA: 

Parent and family engagement means the participation of families in regular, two-way, and 
meaningful communication involving student academic learning and other school activities, 
including ensuring: 

(A) families play an integral role in assisting their child’s learning; 
(B) families are encouraged to be actively involved in their child’s education at school; 
(C) families are full partners in their child’s education and are included, as appropriate, in 
decision-making and on advisory committees to assist in the education of their child; and 
(D) other activities are carried out, such as those described in Section 1116 of the ESEA. 

 
Description of how the district will implement required district parent and family engagement policy 
components: 

NOTE TO THE DISTRICT: The district parent and family engagement policy must include a description of 
how the school will implement or accomplish each of the following components [Section 1116(b)(1) of ESSA]. 
This is a sample template, as there is no required format for these descriptions. However, regardless of the 
format the school chooses to use, a description of each of the following components below must be 
included to satisfy statutory requirements. 

JOINTLY DEVELOPED 

The __name of school district________ will take the following actions to involve parents and family members 
in jointly developing its LEA plan under Section 1112, and the development of support and improvement 
plans under paragraphs (1) and (2) of Section 1111(d) of the ESEA:   

 

 
 
 

(Describe/List how families will be involved in the development of the district parent and family 

engagement policy, the district improvement plan, and how families will be involved in the 

development and review of the school improvement/Title I schoolwide/Title I targeted assistance plan, 

and if applicable, the comprehensive support and improvement and the targeted support and 

improvement plans.) 
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TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE 
 
The __name of school district________ will provide the following coordination, technical assistance, and 

other support necessary to assist and build capacity of all Title I, Part A schools in planning and 

implementing effective parent and family engagement activities to improve student academic achievement 

and school performance, which may include meaningful consultation with employers, business leaders, and 

philanthropic organizations, or individuals with expertise in effectively engaging parents and family 

members in education:   

(Describe/List how the district will provide support and technical assistance to all its Title I schools in 

planning and implementing effective parent and family engagement practices inclusive of school parent 

and family engagement policies/plans, school-parent compacts, and all Title I parent and family 

engagement requirements.)  

ANNUAL EVALUATION 

The __name of school district________ will take the following actions to conduct, with the meaningful 

involvement of parents and family members, an annual evaluation of the content and effectiveness of this 

parent and family engagement policy in improving the academic quality of its Title I, Part A schools. The 

evaluation will include identifying barriers to greater participation by families in activities (with particular 

attention to families who are economically disadvantaged, are disabled, have limited English proficiency, 

have limited literacy, or are of any racial or ethnic minority background). The evaluation will also include 

identifying the needs of parents and family members to assist with the learning of their children, including 

engaging with school personnel and teachers and strategies to support successful school and family 

interactions. The school district will use the findings of the evaluation about its parent and family 

engagement policy to design evidence-based strategies for more effective family engagement, and to revise, 

if necessary, its parent and family engagement policies. 

(Describe/List actions for how the evaluation will be conducted, identifying who will be responsible for 

conducting it, and explaining what role parents and family members will play.) 

RESERVATION OF FUNDS 

The __name of school district________ will involve the parents and family members of children served in 

Title I, Part A schools in decisions about how the 1 percent of Title I, Part A funds reserved for parent and 

family engagement is spent and will ensure that not less than 90 percent of the 1 percent reserved goes 

directly to Title I schools. 
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(Describe/List how the district will share with parents and family members the budget for parent and 
family engagement activities and programs, and how parents and family members will be involved in 
providing input into how the funds are used.) 

 
COORDINATION OF SERVICES 
  
The __name of school district________ will coordinate and integrate parent and family engagement 

strategies with parent and family engagement strategies, to the extent feasible and appropriate, with other 

relevant federal, state, and local laws and programs:  [Insert programs, such as: Head Start or other public 

preschool programs, parent resource centers, and other programs] that encourage and support families in 

more fully participating in the education of their children by: 

(Describe/List how the district will coordinate with other organizations, businesses, and community 

partners to provide additional supports and resources to families such as public preschool programs or 

organizations to help students transition to elementary, middle, high, and postsecondary schools or 

careers.) 

BUILDING CAPACITY OF PARENTS AND FAMILY MEMBERS 
 
The __name of school district________ will, with the assistance of its Title I schools, build families’ capacity 
for strong family engagement by providing materials and training on such topics as literacy training and 
using technology (including education about the harms of copyright piracy) to help families work with their 
children to improve their children’s academic achievement. Assistance will also be provided to parents and 
families in understanding the following topics: 

• The challenging state academic standards; 
• The state and local academic assessments including alternate assessments; 
• The requirements of Title I, Part A; 
• How to monitor their child’s progress; and 
• How to work with educators. 

 
(Describe/List activities, such as workshops, conferences, classes, online resources, meetings, and any 

equipment or other materials that may be necessary to support families in helping their student’s 

academic success.) 

BUILDING CAPACITY OF SCHOOL STAFF (Optional) 

The __name of school district________ will, with the assistance of its schools and families, educate its 
teachers, specialized instructional support personnel, principals, and other school leaders, and other staff in 
the value and utility of contributions of families, and in how to reach out to, communicate with, and work 
with families as equal partners, implement and coordinate parent programs, and build ties between families 
and schools by:   
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NOTE TO THE DISTRICT:  The district parent and family engagement policy may include additional 
paragraphs listing and describing other discretionary activities that the school district, in meaningful 
consultation with its families, chooses to undertake to build families’ capacity for involvement in the school 
and district to support their children’s academic achievement, including the following discretionary activities 
listed under Section 1116(e) of the ESSA: 
 

• Involving families in the development of training for teachers, principals, and other educators to 

improve the effectiveness of that training. 

• Providing necessary literacy training for families from Title I, Part A funds, if the school district 

has exhausted all other reasonably available sources of funding for that training. 

• Paying reasonable and necessary expenses associated with family engagement activities, 

including transportation and child care costs, to enable families to participate in school-related 

meetings and training sessions. 

• Training families to enhance the involvement of other families. 

• Maximize family engagement and participation in their children’s education, arranging school 

meetings at a variety of times or conducting in-home conferences between teachers or other 

educators who work directly with participating children, with families who are unable to attend 

those conferences at school. 

• Adopting and implementing model approaches to improving family engagement. 

• Establishing a districtwide parent advisory council to provide advice on all matters related to 

parent and family engagement in Title I, Part A programs. 

• Developing appropriate roles for community-based organizations and businesses, including 

faith-based organizations, in family engagement activities. 

NOTE TO THE DISTRICT:  Describe how each discretionary item will be implemented.  
 
ADOPTION 

This district parent and family engagement policy has been developed jointly and agreed on with parents 

and family members of children participating in Title I, Part A programs, as evidenced by 

____________________.  

This policy was adopted by the __name of school district________ on __mm/dd/yy______ and will be in effect 

for the period of the 2017-2018 school year. The school district will distribute this policy to all families of 

participating Title I, Part A children on or before _________________. 

              
        (Signature of Authorized Official) 
 
               
        (Date) 
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NOTE TO THE DISTRICT: It is not a requirement that the district parent and family engagement policy is 
signed. This sample template is not an official U.S. Department of Education document. It is provided only as 
an example.



 
 

Innovative District Parent and Family Engagement Policy Guide to Quality 
Note: A copy of this document may be downloaded here.  
Districts may use the guide below to identify the requirements for the district-level parent and family 
engagement policy and match these requirements with the sample policy provided in the following section. 
The numbers on the guide to quality (1A-9) correspond to the numbers on the sample policies. Title I, 
Section 1116 of the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) requires that each district receiving Title I, Part A 
funds jointly develop with, agree on with, and distribute to parents and family members of participating 
children a written parent and family engagement policy. Therefore, districts are encouraged to use this 
guide with the sample policies, in meaningful consultation with families, to develop a district parent and 
family engagement policy that will establish the expectations for family engagement and strengthen student 
academic achievement for the district.  
 

 Does the district parent and family 
engagement policy: 

Section of 
Title I law: 

To make the policy more effective: 

Jo
in

tl
y 

D
ev

el
op

ed
 

1A - Describe the purpose of the parent 
and family engagement policy along with 
information about the Title I program. 

1116(a)(2) Provide a brief overview of Title I and its 
purpose as well as what is included in the 
district parent and family engagement 
policy. 

1B - Describe how parents and family 
members will be involved in the 
development of the district parent and 
family engagement policy. This may 
include establishing a parent advisory 
board. 

1116(a)(2) 
1116(a)(2)(F) 

Ensure all parents have the opportunity to 
provide input on the district parent and 
family engagement policy by providing 
several attempts and ways for families to 
provide feedback. 

Pa
re

nt
 In

pu
t 

2A - Describe how parents and family 
members will be involved in the 
development of the district improvement 
plan. 

1116(a)(2)(A) List the specific opportunities that exist for 
parents and family members to provide 
input and feedback on the district 
improvement plan. 

2B - Describe how parents and family 
members will be involved in developing 
school improvement plans. 

1116(a)(2)(A) Utilize parent and family leaders to co-
facilitate a schoolwide plan meeting. 

2C - Describe how parents and family 
members will be involved in the 
decisions regarding how parent and 
family engagement funds are allotted. 

1116(a)(2)(B Provide various times, ways, and places for 
families to provide input on the parent and 
family engagement budget. 

Te
ch

ni
ca

l A
ss

is
ta

nc
e 3 - Describe how the district will provide 

the coordination, technical assistance, 
and other support to assist schools in 
planning and implementing effective 
parent and family engagement activities, 
which may include meaningful 
consultation with employers, business 
leaders, philanthropic organizations, or 
individuals. 

1116(a)(2)(B) Provide ongoing guidance and professional 
development to schools on effective parent 
and family engagement activities, school 
parent and family engagement plans, and 
school-parent compacts. 

Re
se

rv
a

ti
on

 o
f 

Fu
nd

s 4A -Describe how the district will reserve 
1 percent of Title I funds to carry out 
parent and family engagement 
requirements.  

1116(a)(3)(A) Describe how the district will establish an 
adequate budget for parent and family 
engagement activities and programs. 

Used with permission from the Georgia Department of Education 
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4B - Describe how the district will 
distribute 90 percent of the 1 percent 
reserve to schools. 

1116(a)(3)(C) Describe how the district will assist schools 
in developing parent and family 
engagement budgets. 

In
te

gr
at

io
n 

5 - Describe ways the district will 
coordinate and integrate parent and 
family engagement strategies with other 
relevant federal, state, and local laws and 
programs. 

1116(a)(2)(C) 
1116(e)(4) 

Distribute and share information with these 
programs concerning school events and 
activities for families that help support 
student learning and promote academic 
achievement. 

A
nn

ua
l E

va
lu

at
io

n 

6 - Describe how the district will conduct, 
with meaningful involvement of parents 
and family members, an annual 
evaluation of the content and 
effectiveness of the parent and family 
engagement policy in improving the 
academic quality of all schools served 
under Title I, Part A and use the findings 
to design evidence-based strategies. 

1116(a)(2)(D) 
1116(a)(2)(E) 

Describe various combinations of evaluation 
methods—surveys, focus groups, open 
discussion forums, to provide parents and 
families with multiple ways to provide 
evaluation feedback on the parent and 
family engagement policy. 

Fo
rm

at
 

an
d 

La
ng

ua
ge

 7 - Ensure that the format and language 
of the policy are family-friendly. 

1116(f) Describe how district reports, letters, 
information, and materials will be available 
in a format and language that all families 
can understand. 

Bu
ild

in
g 

Ca
pa

ci
ty

 

8A - Describe how the district will provide 
assistance to families in understanding 
the challenging state academic 
standards, state and local academic 
assessments, Title I requirements, and 
how to monitor their child’s progress and 
work with educators. 

1116(e)(1) Gather feedback from families to determine 
their specific understanding of the state 
academic standards, academic assessments, 
and school curriculum so the school can 
provide necessary resources and materials. 

8B - Describe how the district will provide 
materials and training to help families to 
work with their children to improve their 
children’s achievement, such as literacy 
training and using technology (including 
education about the harms of copyright 
piracy). 

1116(e)(2) Develop educational classes for students 
and families to attend to provide them with 
resources for at-home learning 
opportunities. 

8C - Describe how the district will 
educate teachers, specialized 
instructional support personnel, 
principals, and other school leaders, and 
other staff, with the assistance of 
families, in the value and utility of 
contributions of families, and in how to 
reach out to, communicate with, and 
work with families as equal partners, 
implement and coordinate family 
programs, and build ties between 
families and the school. 

1116(e)(3) Encourage communication between the 
district and schools to consistently share, in 
multiple ways, best practices and ideas how 
to effectively reach out to parents and 
family members in a meaningful and 
productive manner 

Used with permission from the Georgia Department of Education 
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8D - Describe how the district will 
coordinate and integrate family 
engagement programs with other 
federal, state, and local programs, 
including public preschool programs, and 
conduct other activities, such as parent 
resource centers, that encourage and 
support families in more fully 
participating in the education of their 
children. 

1116(e)(4) Coordinate with the corresponding 
organizations to strengthen communication 
and enhance potential opportunities for 
parent and family engagement, including 
providing information and resources to 
support school orientation for families and 
students to assist in successful student 
transitions to school. 

8E - Describe how the district will ensure 
that information related to school and 
family programs, meetings, and other 
activities is sent to the families of 
participating children in a format and, to 
the extent practicable, in a language the 
families can understand 

1116(e)(5) Utilize the discretionary items described in 
Section 1116 to develop strategies to 
improve parent and family engagement. 
Provide opportunities for families to request 
additional support and offer input on the 
improvement of parent and family 
engagement programs 

8F - Describe how the district will provide 
such other reasonable support for family 
engagement activities under this section. 
(For example, the discretionary items 
described in Section 1116[e][6- 13] to 
build effective partnerships between the 
school and families). 

1116(e)(14) Utilize the discretionary items described in 
Section 1116 to develop strategies to 
improve parent and family engagement. 
Provide opportunities for families to request 
additional support and offer input on the 
improvement of parent and family 
engagement programs. 

M
ea

su
re

s 
of

 
Ef

fe
ct

iv
en

es
s 

9 - Describe the strategies, activities, and 
information that the district will provide 
to support a strong partnership between 
the school, families, and the community 
to improve student academic 
achievement. 

This is a best 
practice and 
not required. 

Provide families with resources and 
assistance based on the district needs 
assessment and parent input. 

 

Used with permission from the Georgia Department of Education 
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Innovative District Parent and Family Engagement Policy Sample 
Note: A copy of this sample may be downloaded here. 

 

 

 

https://eplan.tn.gov/DocumentLibrary/ViewDocument.aspx?DocumentKey=1331131&inline=true
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Section 3: 
School-Level Tools and Resources 

 

 

 



 
 

School Parent and Family Engagement Policy Checklist 
Note: A copy of this checklist may be downloaded here. 
In support of strengthening student academic achievement, each school that receives Title I, Part A funds 
must develop jointly with, agree on with, and distribute to, families of participating children a written parent 
and family engagement policy that contains information required by Public Law (PL) 114-95 Section 1116 (b) 
& (c) of the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA). The policy establishes the school’s expectations for family 
engagement and describes how the school will implement a number of specific family engagement 
activities. 
 
Please use the checklist below as a support tool in helping you create and assess your school parent and 
family engagement policy.  
 

Yes No  
  Does the school have a current year school parent and family engagement policy? PL 114-95 

Section 1116 (b)(1) 

   
  Is the school parent and family engagement policy presented in a format and written in a language 

parents/families can understand? (Is it user friendly?) PL 114-95 Section 1116 (b)(1) 
  Was the school parent and family engagement policy jointly developed with and agreed on with 

families? PL 114-95 Section 1116 (b)(1) 
 Documentation should include: 
            Invitation to parents/families to attend meeting? 
            Agendas for meetings? 
            Sign-in sheet for meetings including name and title/position? 
            Minutes of meeting? 
   
  Was the school parent and family engagement policy distributed to parents/families? PL 114-95 

Section 1116 (b)(1) 
  Distribution methods: (Not all listed below are required, but may identify and document how the 

district policy was distributed) 
            Student handbook? 
            District website? 
            Direct mail? 
            E-mail? 
            Posted in newspaper? 
            Provided at student registration? 
            Provided and explained at a beginning of the year event? 
            Discussed at parent-teacher conference? 

           Other: 
   
  Was the school parent and family engagement policy made available to the local community? PL 

114-95 Section 1116 (b)(1) 
 Document how the school policy was made available to the community: newspaper 

announcement, presented at public school board meeting, provided to places of worship, civic 
organizations, businesses, etc. 

https://eplan.tn.gov/DocumentLibrary/ViewDocument.aspx?DocumentKey=1331133&inline=true
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Yes No  
  Does the school policy describe that there will be an annual meeting, at a convenient time, to which 

all families will be invited and encouraged to attend, to inform families of the school's participation 
under this part and to explain the requirements under this part, and the right of families to be 
involved? PL 114-95 Section 1116 (c)(1) 

 Documentation should include: 
            How the meeting was announced and parents invited - website, email blast, flyer, etc.       
            Agendas for meetings including any handouts 
            Sign-in sheet for meetings including name and title/position 
            Minutes of meeting 
   

  Does the school policy affirm that the school will offer a flexible number of meetings, such as 
morning and evening, and may provide, with funds provided under this part, transportation, child 
care, or home visits, as such services related to family engagement? PL 114-95 Section 1116 (c)(2) 

   
  Does the school policy describe how families will be involved in an organized, ongoing, and timely 

way in the planning, review, and improvement of programs under this part, including the planning, 
review, and improvement of the school parent and family engagement policy? PL 114-95 Section 
1116 (c)(3) 

   
  Does the school policy describe how families will be involved in an organized, ongoing, and timely 

way in the planning, review, and improvement of programs under this part, including the planning, 
review, and joint development of the school improvement plan? PL 114-95 Section 1116 (c)(3)     

             
  Does the school policy address how parents/families will be provided timely information about 

school programs under this part? PL 114-95 Section 1116 (c)(4)(A)      
             
  Does the school policy address how parents/families will be provided a description and explanation 

of the curriculum in use at the school, the forms of academic assessment used to measure student 
progress, and the achievement levels of the challenging State academic standards? PL 114-95 
Section 1116 (c)(4)(B)  

             
  Does the school policy address how parents/families, when requested, will have opportunities for 

regular meetings to formulate suggestions and to participate, as appropriate, in decisions relating 
to the education of their children, and respond to any such suggestions as soon as practicably 
possible? PL 114-95 Section 1116 (c)(4)(C)      

             
  Does the school policy state that if the school improvement plan is not satisfactory to families that 

the school will submit any family comments on the plan when the school makes the plan available 
to the district? PL 107-110 Section 1118 (c)(5)       

  Building Capacity Requirements 
  Does the school policy describe how the school will build the schools' (and families’') capacity for 

family engagement in the following ways?    
  1. Shall provide assistance to parents/families in understanding such topics as the challenging State 

academic standards, State and local academic assessments, and how to monitor a child's progress, 
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and how to work with educators to improve the achievement of their children.        PL 114-95 
Section 1116 (e)(1) 

  2. Shall provide materials and training to help families to work with their children to improve their 
children's achievement, such as literacy training and using technology. PL 114-95 Section 1116 (e)(2)      

  3. Shall educate teachers, specialized instruction support personnel, principals and other school 
leaders and other staff, with the assistance of families, in the value and utility of contributions of 
parents/families, and in how to reach out to, communicate with, and work with families as equal 
partners, implement and coordinate family programs, and build ties between families and the 
school. PL 114-95 Section 1116 (e)(3)         

  4. Shall, to the extent feasible and appropriate, coordinate and integrate family engagement 
programs and activities with other Federal, State, and local programs, including public preschool 
programs, , and conduct other programs such as parent resource centers. PL 114-95 Section 1116 
(a)(2)(C) and (e)(4)         

  5. Shall ensure that information related to school and parent/family programs, meetings, and other 
activities is sent to the parents/families in a format and, to the extent practicable, in a language the 
families can understand. PL 114-95 Section 1116 (e)(5)  

  6. Shall provide such other reasonable support for family engagement activities under this section 
as families may request. PL 114-95 Section 1116 (e)(14)    

 Documentation should include:  
            Publicity and invitations for parents and families    
            Agendas for meetings and programs    
            Sign in sheets for meetings and events, including name and position/title       
            Minutes of meetings or record of training event 
            Letters, newsletters, and other printed information 
            Emails        
            Phone logs 
            Record of home visits 
            Other: 
  Building Capacity Options 

  Does the school policy describe how the school will build the schools' and families' capacity for 
family engagement in the following ways? 

  1. May involve parents/families in the development of training for teachers, principals, and other 
educators to improve the effectiveness of such training (optional). PL 114-95 Section 1116 (e)(6)  

  2. May provide necessary literacy training from funds received under this if the district has 
exhausted all other reasonably available sources of funding for such training (optional). PL 114-95 
Section 1116 (e)(7)  

  3. May pay reasonable and necessary expenses associated with local family engagement activities, 
including transportation and child care costs, to enable parents/families to participate in school-
related meetings and trainings (optional). PL 114-95 Section 1116 (e)(8)  

  4. May train families to enhance the involvement of other families (optional). PL 114-95 Section 
1116 (e)(9)  

   5. May arrange school meetings at a variety of times, or conduct in-home conferences between 
teachers and other educators with parents/families who are unable to attend such conferences at 
school in order to maximize family engagement and participation (optional). PL 114-95 Section 
1116 (e)(10)  
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Yes No  
   6. May adopt and implement model approaches to improving family engagement (optional). PL 

114-95 Section 1116 (e)(11)           
  7. May develop appropriate roles for community-based organizations and businesses in family 

engagement activities (optional). PL 114-95 Section 1116 (e)(13) 
  Documentation should include: 
            Publicity and invitations for parents and families    
            Agendas for meetings and programs    
            Sign in sheets for meetings and events, including name and position/title       
            Minutes of meetings or record of training event 
            Letters, newsletters, and other printed information 
            Emails        
            Phone logs 
            Record of home visits 
            Other: 



 
 

Traditional School Parent and Family Engagement Policy Template 
NOTE TO SCHOOLS:  Schools, in meaningful consultation with families, may use the sample template below 
as a framework for the information to be included in the school parent and family engagement policy.  
Schools are not required to follow this sample template or framework, but if they establish the school’s 
expectations for parent and family engagement and include all of the components listed under “Description 
of How The School Will Implement Required School Parent and Family Engagement Policy Components,” 
they will have incorporated the information that Section 1116(b) and (c) of the Every Student Succeeds Act 
(ESSA) requires to be in the school parent and family engagement policy.  Schools, in meaningful 
consultation with families, are encouraged to include other relevant and agreed upon activities and actions 
that will support effective parent and family engagement and strengthen student academic achievement.  
An editable version of this template is available here. 
 
 

 

 
School Parent and Family Engagement Policy 
[Insert School Name] 
[School Year XXXX - XXXX] 
[Insert Revision Date MM/DD/YYYY] 

 
In support of strengthening student academic achievement, __    name of school ____ receives Title I, Part A 
funds and therefore must jointly develop with, agree on with, and distribute to parents and family members 
of participating children a written parent and family engagement policy that contains information required 
by section 1116(b) and (c) of the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA). The policy establishes the school’s 
expectations for parent and family engagement and describes how the school will implement a number of 
specific parent and family engagement activities, and it is incorporated into the school’s plan submitted to 
the district. 
 
The __    name of school ____ agrees to implement the following requirements as outlined by Section 1116: 
 

• Involve families, in an organized, ongoing, and timely way, in the planning, review, and 

improvement of programs under Title I, Part A, including the planning, review, and improvement 

of the school parent and family engagement policy and the joint development of the school 

improvement plan under Section 1114(b) of the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA).  

• Update the school parent and family engagement policy periodically to meet the changing needs 

of families and the school, distribute it to the families of participating children, and make the 

parent and family engagement policy available to the local community.  

• Provide full opportunities, to the extent practicable, for the participation of families with limited 

English proficiency, families with disabilities, and families of migratory children, including 

INSERT DISTRICT 

LOGO HERE 

https://eplan.tn.gov/DocumentLibrary/ViewDocument.aspx?DocumentKey=1331136&inline=true
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(Describe/List how families will be involved in the development of the school parent and family 
engagement policy and how families will be involved in the planning, review, and improvement 
of parent and family engagement programs.) 

 

providing information and school reports required under Section 1111 of the ESSA in an 

understandable and uniform format, including alternative formats upon request and, to the 

extent practicable, in a language families understand. 

• If the school improvement plan under Section 1114(b) of the ESSA is not satisfactory to the 

families of participating children, submit any family comments on the plan when the school 

makes the plan available to the local educational agency.  

• Be governed by the following statutory definition of parent and family engagement and will 
carry out programs, activities, and procedures in accordance with this definition:  

Parent and Family Engagement means the participation of families in regular, two-way, and 
meaningful communication involving student academic learning and other school activities, 
including ensuring: 

(A) families play an integral role in assisting their child’s learning; 
(B) families are encouraged to be actively involved in their child’s education at school; 
(C) families are full partners in their child’s education and are included, as appropriate, 

in decision-making and on advisory committees to assist in the education of their 
child; and 

(D) other activities are carried out, such as those described in Section 1116 of the ESSA. 
 

Description of how the school will implement required school parent and family engagement policy 
components: 
 
NOTE TO SCHOOLS: The school parent and family engagement policy must include a description of how the 

school will implement or accomplish each of the following components [Section 1116(b)(1) of ESSA]. This is a 

sample template, as there is no required format for these descriptions. However, regardless of the format 

the school chooses to use, a description of each of the following components below must be included to 

satisfy statutory requirements. 

JOINTLY DEVELOPED 
 
__    Name of school ____ will take the following actions to involve families in an organized, ongoing, and 
timely manner in the planning, review, and improvement of Title I programs, including opportunities for 
regular meetings, if requested by families, to formulate suggestions and to participate, as appropriate, in 
decisions relating to the education of their child and respond to any such suggestions as soon as practicably 
possible. 
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(Describe/list when the school will hold the annual Title I meeting to inform families of the 
requirements of Title I and the school’s participation as well as the families’ rights to be 
involved. The annual Title I meeting should not be used to ask for family input, but provided as 
an opportunity to disseminate information and distribute copies of the revised parent and 
family engagement policy.) 

 

(Describe/List how the parent and family engagement policy will be distributed to families and how the 
school is going to communicate with families including information about how the school will provide 
information related to school and family programs, meetings, and other activities to families in a 
format, to the extent practicable, and in a language that families can understand.) 

 

 

(Describe/List the process the schools will follow to jointly develop with families a school-parent 
compact.) 

ANNUAL TITLE I MEETING 
 
__    Name of school ____ will take the following actions to conduct an annual meeting, at a convenient time, 
and encourage and invite all families of participating children to attend to inform them about the school’s 
Title I program, the nature of the Title I program, the families’ requirements, the school parent and family 
engagement policy, the schoolwide plan, and the school-parent compact.  
 
 
 
 

 

COMMUNICATIONS 
 
__    Name of school ____ will take the following actions to provide families of participating children the 
following: 

• Timely information about the Title I programs 
• Flexible number of meetings, such as meetings in the morning or evening, and may provide with 

Title I funds, transportation, child care or home visits, as such services relate to parent and family 
engagement.  

• Information related to the school and parent programs, meetings, and other activities, is sent to the 
families of participating children in an understandable and uniform format, including alternative 
formats upon request and, to the extent practicable, in a language the families can understand: 

 

 
 
 
 
 
SCHOOL-PARENT COMPACT 
 
__    Name of school ____ will take the following actions to jointly develop with families of participating 
children a school-parent compact that outlines how families, the entire school staff, and students will share 
the responsibility for improved student academic achievement and the means by which the school and 
families will build and develop a partnership to help children achieve the state’s high standards. 
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(If the district receives more than $500,000 in Title I allocation, then it must reserve 1 percent for 
parent and family engagement activities. If the school is allocated a percentage of the 1 percent, 
describe/list how the school will share with families the budget for parent and family engagement 
activities and programs and how families will be involved in providing input into how the funds are 
used.) 

(Describe/List how the district will coordinate with other organizations, businesses, and community 
partners to provide additional supports and resources to families.) 

(Describe/List activities such as workshops, conferences, trainings, webinars, and online resources 
that will be used with school staff to build their capacity to work with families as equal partners. 
Describe/List methods of families’ assistance for building staff capacity.)   

 

(Describe/List actions the school will take to provide other reasonable support for parent and family 
engagement activities.) 

 

RESERVATION OF FUNDS 
 
If applicable, __    name of school ____ will take the following actions to involve the families of children 
served in Title I, Part A schools in decisions about how the 1 percent of Title I, Part A funds reserved for 
parent and family engagement is spent by: 
 

 

 

COORDINATION OF SERVICES 
 
__   Name of school ____ will, to the extent feasible and appropriate, coordinate and integrate parent and 
family engagement programs and activities with other Federal, State, and local programs, including public 
preschool programs, and conduct other activities, such as parent resource centers, that encourage and 
support families in more fully participating in the education of their children by: 
 

 

 
BUILDING CAPACITY OF SCHOOL STAFF 
 
__    Name of school ____ will provide training to educate teachers, specialized instructional support 
personnel, principals, and other school leaders, and other staff, with the assistance of families, in the value 
and utility of contributions of families, and in how to reach out to, communicate with, and work with families 
as equal partners, implement and coordinate parent programs, and build ties between families and the 
school by: 
 

 

 
 
__    Name of school ____ will provide other reasonable support for parent and family engagement activities 
under Section 1116 as families may request by: 
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DISCRETIONARY SCHOOL PARENT AND FAMILY ENGAGEMENT POLICY COMPONENT 

NOTE TO SCHOOLS: The school parent and family engagement policy may include additional paragraphs 

listing and describing other discretionary activities that the school, in meaningful consultation with its 

families, chooses to undertake to build families’ capacity for involvement in the school to support their 

children’s academic achievement, such as the following discretionary activities listed under Section 1116(e) 

of the ESSA. Please indicate which of the following discretionary (optional) school parent and family 

engagement policy components the school will implement to improve family-school partnerships: 

• Involve families in the development of training for teachers, principals, and other educators to 
improve the effectiveness of that training. 

• Provide necessary literacy training for families from Title I, Part A funds if the school has 
exhausted all other reasonably available sources of funding for that training. 

• Pay reasonable and necessary expenses associated with local parent and family engagement 
activities, including transportation and child care costs, to enable families to participate in school-
related meetings and training sessions. 

• Train families to enhance the engagement of other families. 

• To maximize parent and family engagement and participation in their child’s education, arrange 
school meetings at a variety of times or conduct in-home conferences with teachers or other 
educators who work directly with participating children and families who are unable to attend 
conferences at school. 

• Adopt and implement model approaches to improving parent and family engagement 

• Establish a districtwide parent advisory council to provide advice on all matters related to parent 
and family engagement in Title I, Part A programs. 

• Develop appropriate roles for community-based organizations and businesses, including faith-
based organizations, in parent and family engagement activities.  
 

NOTE TO SCHOOLS: Describe how each discretionary item checked above will be implemented.



 
 

Innovative School Parent and Family Engagement Policy Guide to Quality 
Note: A copy of this document may be downloaded here.  
Schools may use the guide below to identify the requirements for the school-level parent and family 
engagement policy and match these requirements with the sample policy provided in the following section. 
The numbers on the guide to quality (1A-8) correspond to the numbers on the sample policies. Title I, 
Section 1116 of the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) requires that each school receiving Title I, Part A 
funds jointly develop with, agree on with, and distribute to parents and family members of participating 
children a written parent and family engagement policy. Therefore, schools are encouraged to use this 
guide with the sample policies, in meaningful consultation with families, to develop, revise, and review 
annually a school parent and family engagement policy that will establish the expectations for family 
engagement and strengthen student academic achievement.  

 Does the school parent and family 
engagement policy: 

Section of 
Title I law: 

To make the policy more effective: 

Jo
in

tl
y 

D
ev

el
op

ed
 

1A - Describe the purpose of the parent 
and family engagement policy along with 
information about the Title I program. 

1116(b)(1) Provide a brief overview of Title I and its 
purpose as well as what is included in the 
district parent and family engagement 
policy. 

1B - Describe how parents and family 
members will be involved in the 
development of the school parent and 
family engagement policy. 

1116(b)(1) Ensure all families have the opportunity to 
provide input on the school parent and 
family engagement policy by providing 
several attempts and ways for families to 
provide feedback. 

Pa
re

nt
 In

pu
t 

2A - Describe how parents and family 
members will be involved in the 
planning, review, and improvement of 
parent and family engagement 
programs. 

1116(c)(3) Develop multiple opportunities throughout 
the year for families to provide feedback 
and suggestions. 

2B - Describe how the school will provide 
families with the opportunity for regular 
meetings to formulate suggestions and 
participate in decision-making regarding 
their child’s education. 

1116(c)(3) 
1116(c)(4)(C) 

Provide parents with multiple opportunities 
to provide suggestions and participate in 
decision-making. 

2C - Describe how parents will be 
involved in the development of the 
school improvement plan. 

1116(c)(3) List the specific opportunities that exist for 
families to provide input on the school 
improvement plan. 

A
nn

ua
l T

it
le

 I 
M

ee
ti

ng
 

3 - Describe how the school will convene 
an annual meeting to inform parents of 
the requirements of Title I and the 
school’s participation as well as the 
parents’ right to be involved. 

1116(c)(1) Describe how the school will offer a flexible 
number of Title I Annual Parent Meetings at 
various times and in varying formats. 

Used with permission from the Georgia Department of Education 

https://eplan.tn.gov/DocumentLibrary/ViewDocument.aspx?DocumentKey=1331138&inline=true
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Co
m

m
un

ic
at

io
ns

 
4A -Describe how the school will notify 
parents and family of the parent and 
family engagement policy in an 
understandable format. 

1116(c)(4)(A) Describe the various methods the school 
will use to communicate information with 
parents 

4B - Describe how the school will provide 
parents with timely information about 
Title I programs. 

1116(c)(4)(A) Describe the various methods the school 
will use to communicate information with 
parents 

4C - Describe how the school will offer 
parents a flexible number of meetings 
and transportation, child care, or home 
visits. 

1116(c)(2) Describe how the school will offer multiple 
meetings at convenient times for parents to 
increase participation 

Sc
ho

ol
-P

ar
en

t 
Co

m
pa

ct
 

5 - Describe the process the schools will 
follow to jointly develop with parents a 
school-parent compact that outlines how 
parents, the entire school staff, and 
students will share the responsibility for 
improved academic achievement. 

1116(d) Work with families to evaluate 
commitments and determine how 
successful each party was throughout the 
school year in honoring the compact. 

Fa
m

ily
 

Fr
ie

nd
ly

 6 - Ensure that the format and language 
of the policy are family-friendly. 

1116(f) 
1116(b)(1) 

Describe how district reports, letters, 
information, and materials will be available 
in a format and language that all parents 
can understand. 

Bu
ild

in
g 

Ca
pa

ci
ty

 

7A - Describe how the school will build 
families’ capacity for strong family 
engagement. 

1116(e) Describe the various ways the district will 
implement procedures to build the schools’ 
and families’ capacity. 

7B - Describe how the school will provide 
assistance to parents in understanding 
the achievement levels of the challenging 
State academic standards, state and local 
academic assessments and alternate 
assessments, Title I requirements, and 
how to monitor their child’s progress and 
work with educators. 

1116(e)(1) 
1116(c)(4)(B) 

Provide grade-level educational workshops 
designed to help parents understand the 
corresponding subjects, assessments, and 
requirements. 

7C - Describe how the district will provide 
materials and training to help parents to 
work with their children to improve their 
children’s achievement, such as literacy 
training and using technology. 

1116(e)(2) Create regularly scheduled, at least 
quarterly, staff development classes 
highlighting different ways that the school, 
families, and students can work together to 
obtain goals. 

7D - Describe how the school will 
educate teachers, specialized 
instructional support personnel, 
principals, and other school leaders and 
other staff, with the assistance of 
families, in the value and utility of 
contributions of families, and in how to 
reach out to, communicate with, and 
work with parents as equal partners, 
implement and coordinate parent 
programs, and build ties between 
parents and the school.  

1116(e)(3) Coordinate with the corresponding 
organizations to strengthen communication 
and enhance potential opportunities for 
parent and family engagement, including 
providing information and resources to 
support school orientation for families and 
students to assist in successful student 
transitions to school. 

Used with permission from the Georgia Department of Education 
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7E - Describe how the school will 
coordinate and integrate family 
engagement programs with other 
Federal, State, and local programs, 
including public preschool programs, and 
conduct other activities, such as parent 
resource centers, that encourage and 
support parents in more fully 
participating in the education of their 
children. 

1116(e)(4) Coordinate with the corresponding 
organizations to strengthen communication 
and enhance potential opportunities for 
family engagement, including providing 
information and resources to support 
school orientation for parents and students 
to assist in successful student transitions to 
school. 

7F - Describe how the school will ensure 
that information related to school and 
parent programs, meetings, and other 
activities is sent to the families of 
participating children in a format and, to 
the extent practicable, in a language the 
parents can understand. 

1116(e)(5) Provide all parents with materials, 
correspondence, and information in 
appropriate languages, according to the 
school population, and a format that is 
family-friendly. 

7G - Describe how the school will provide 
other reasonable support for family 
engagement activities under this section 
as parents may request. 

1116(e)(14) Utilize the discretionary items described in 
Section 1116 to develop strategies to 
improve parent and family engagement. 
Provide opportunities for parents to request 
additional support and offer input on the 
improvement of parent and family 
engagement programs. 

M
ea

su
re

s 
of

 
Ef

fe
ct

iv
en

es
s 

8 - Describe the strategies, activities, and 
information that the school will provide 
to support a strong partnership between 
the school, families, and the community 
to improve student academic 
achievement. 

This is a best 
practice and 
not required. 

Provide parents with resources and 
assistance based on the school’s needs 
assessment and parent input.  
 
Develop multiple opportunities for parents 
to receive information and to be engaged in 
the child’s education. 
  

Used with permission from the Georgia Department of Education 



 
 

Innovative School Parent and Family Engagement Policy Sample  
Note: A copy of this sample may be downloaded here. 

https://eplan.tn.gov/DocumentLibrary/ViewDocument.aspx?DocumentKey=1331139&inline=true
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