
 

Our goal is that all Tennessee students graduate high school with the knowledge and experiences 

needed to move seamlessly into higher education and the workforce. The Tennessee Pathways 

Certification recognizes high schools that have developed clear and guided pathways for their 

students that are built upon partnerships among K-12, postsecondary education, and employers.  

The certification is a school-level distinction that recognizes high school pathways that have a 

defined labor market need, a progression of high school coursework that includes early 

postsecondary opportunities, and a series of work-based learning experiences with at least one 

employer partner. High-quality pathways accelerate progress toward a postsecondary credential 

thus increasing student postsecondary success and easing the transition from K-12 into higher 

education and the workforce. 

The Tennessee Pathways Certification is designed to help schools boost the number of Ready 

Graduates. High schools earning the certification will not only ensure that their students are 

prepared for life after graduation, but will also be eligible for the following benefits: 

 Public recognition: The commissioner will publicly recognize schools and districts earning 

the certification as a part of an exclusive statewide event announcing all Certified Tennessee 

Pathways in summer 2019.  

 New Skills for Youth (NSFY) grants: Only schools applying for the certification in spring 

2019 will be eligible to apply for NSFY grants for the 2019-20 school year. 

 Exclusive marketing materials: For each certified pathway, the Tennessee Pathways team 

will work with the high school to develop tailored marketing materials outlining coursework, 

partnerships, and career opportunities. 

 Resources and technical assistance: Tennessee is a founding member of the national 

Pathways to Prosperity network. Schools earning the certification will gain access to expert 

resources, research, promising practices, and technical assistance from Pathways regional 

coordinators and our national partners at the Pathways to Prosperity network. 

We anticipate that certified pathways will be diverse—including both CTE programs of study and 

other elective focus areas. The graphic below shows one example of a strong pathway. 

 

Rigorous Academic 
Coursework

• Nursing Services 
program of study

• AP Biology

• Local dual credit 
Anatomy and 
Physiology

Work-Based Learning

• Classroom speaker 
from a local 
hospital

• College fair for 
health sciences

• Job shadowing a 
nurse

• Clinical placement 
at a local hospital

Postsecondary 
Education

• Practical Nursing 
at TCAT 
Murfreesboro

• Nursing A.A.S. at 
Motlow State 
Community 
College

• Nursing BSN at 
Middle Tennessee 
State University

Career Opportunities

• Licensed Practical 
Nurse

• Registered Nurse

https://www.jff.org/what-we-do/impact-stories/pathways-to-prosperity-network/

