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Limited License Guidance 
Disclaimer: A Limited License is not a full and valid license.  
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Obtaining a Limited License 
 Limited License 

 
Limited Occupational Teaching License  

(LOTL) 
 
 

Allowable 
Endorsements 

Academic Occupational 

Teaching 
Background 

Requirements 

• 3 Academic Permits 
• LOE score of a 4 or 5 on most recent 

evaluation 
 
*Educators are only eligible for the 
endorsement issued on the most recent 
permit. 

 
N/A 

 
*The LOTL has replaced the Occupational 
Permit and can be obtained by candidates 

new to the profession. 

Initial 
Requirements 

• Obtain a recommendation from the 
director of schools 

• Agree to begin a State Board-approved 
pathway to advance to Practitioner 
License 

• Conditional offer of employment 
• Experience OR Industry Certification for 

the endorsement area from the 
Occupational Guidance Document 

• Assigned mentor 
Validity Period 2 years 3 years 

Renewable? No Yes 

Renewal 
Requirements N/A 

• Must have an LOE of 4 or 5 for each of 
the first 2 years on the license during 
each validity period 

• Training by LEA during the first 
issuance* 

 
*The current department-approved LEA 
training is OLNTT (Occupational Licensure New 
Teacher Training). 

Eligible for 
Advancement? 

Yes No 

Advancement 
Requirements 

• Recommendation from a State Board-
approved EPP verifying completion of 
courses on foundational pedagogical 
skills and foundational literacy skills 

• Enrollment in or completion of a state-
board-approved educator preparation 
program, as promulgated in Educator 
Licensure Rule 

Permit 1 Permit 2 Permit 3 Limited 
License

Practitioner 
License

LOTL
(renewable with LOE)

Practitioner License

mailto:Educator.Licensure@tn.gov
https://www.tn.gov/education/educators/licensing/licensure-resources.html
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• Verify support from mentor 
• Qualifying scores on current 

assessments from the Professional 
Assessment Policy 5.105 

 
*Cannot advance to a professional license 
without completion of a full EPP 

Eligible for 
Reactivation? 

No No 

Prohibited Subjects Special Education N/A 

 

Application Process for Initial Limited License 
 Limited License Limited Occupational Teaching License 

 
 

Who submits the 
transaction? 

District District 

Endorsement 
Selection 

Select the same endorsement that was 
listed on the most recent permit 

Select the occupational endorsement(s) for 
which the educator qualifies 

LOE Status Verify that the educator received a 
qualifying LOE score 

N/A 

Recommendation Provide a digital signature (PIN) by a 
Superintendent or Superintendent 

Designee 

Provide a digital signature (PIN) by a 
Superintendent or Superintendent 

Designee 
Experience N/A Occupational Experience and Qualification 

 
*Not required if industry certification 
requirements are met 

Industry 
Certification 

N/A Relevant Industry Certification 
 

*Not required if experience requirement is met 
Finalizing 

Transaction 
Click “Save and Continue” on Summary tab 

to submit 
 

*Educator must submit their own personal 
affirmation  

Click “Save and Continue” on Summary tab 
to submit 

 
*Educator must submit their own personal 
affirmation 

 
Application Process for Advancement to a Practitioner License 
 Limited License 

 
 

Limited Occupational Teaching License 
 

Who submits the 
transaction? 

Educator Preparation Program (EPP) Educator Preparation Program (EPP) 

Educator 
Preparation 

Completed courses on foundational 
pedagogical skills and foundational literacy 

Enrollment in or completion of a state-
board-approved educator preparation 

Permit 1 Permit 2 Permit 3 Limited 
License

Practitioner 
License

LOTL
(renewable with LOE)

Practitioner License

Permit 1 Permit 2 Permit 3 Limited 
License

Practitioner 
License

LOTL
(renewable with LOE)

Practitioner License

mailto:Educator.Licensure@tn.gov
https://www.tn.gov/sbe/rules--policies-and-guidance/policies.html
https://www.tn.gov/sbe/rules--policies-and-guidance/policies.html
https://www.tn.gov/content/dam/tn/education/forms/ed5334_occupational_experience_qualification.pdf
https://www.tn.gov/content/dam/tn/education/ccte/occ-lic/Occupational_Licensure_Endorsement_Guidance.pdf
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Program Status skills (verified by the EPP) 
 

*Educators cannot advance to a professional 
level license without full EPP completion 

program, as promulgated in Educator 
Licensure Rule   

Recommendation Provide a digital signature (PIN) by the EPP Provide a digital signature (PIN) by the EPP 
License Issued Practitioner Teacher License Practitioner Occupational Teacher License 

Assessment Qualifying (passing scores) on applicable 
content assessments as outlined in 

Assessment Policy 5.105 

N/A 

Endorsement 
Selection 

Select the same endorsement that was 
listed on the most recent permit 

Select the occupational endorsement(s) for 
which the educator qualifies 

Experience N/A Occupational Experience and Qualification 
 

*EPP admissions requirements may differ 
from licensure requirements. Candidates are 
encouraged to reach out to EPPs directly to 
ask about EPP specific requirements. 

Industry 
Certification 

N/A Relevant Industry Certification 
 

*EPP admissions requirements may differ 
from licensure requirements. Candidates are 
encouraged to reach out to EPPs directly to 
ask about EPP specific requirements. 

Finalizing 
Transaction 

Click “Save and Continue” on Summary tab 
to submit 

 
*Educator must submit their own personal 
affirmation  

Click “Save and Continue” on Summary tab 
to submit 

 
*Educator must submit their own personal 
affirmation 

Can additional 
endorsements be 

added? 

Additional endorsements can't be added to 
a Limited License. After receiving a 

practitioner license via the advancement 
pathway, educators may add additional 

endorsements.  

Additional endorsements may not be added 
to a Limited Occupational Teaching License.  

 
Completion of occupational EPP and 

relevant industry cert/experience required 
for additional endorsements.     

Can the 
Practitioner be 
advanced to a 
Professional 

License? 

Yes, with completion of an EPP.  Yes, with completion of an EPP.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
  

mailto:Educator.Licensure@tn.gov
https://www.tn.gov/sbe/rules--policies-and-guidance/policies.html
https://www.tn.gov/content/dam/tn/education/forms/ed5334_occupational_experience_qualification.pdf
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