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Background

The administration of a universal reading screener (URS) serves many purposes and is a required
assessment in 3rd grade as result of state law and State Board of Education rule. See T.C.A. § 49-1-905(c)(1);
State Board of Education Rule 0520-01-03-.15(2). This document addresses the URS composite score
required as a component of the Pathways to Promotion for students in 3rd grade. See T.C.A. §8 49-1-

3115(a)(2)(A)(vi).

Composite Scores

A composite score is a single score that represents a student's overall performance on one of the seven
state board approved universal reading screening assessment suites. Each URS vendor has a method for
determining the composite score based on subtests required as part of the suite of assessments provided
by the individual vendor. While the generation of composite scores is unique to each vendor, composite
scores are reported as national percentiles that are similar in representing a student's performance.

Reporting of Composite Scores

Only composite scores reported to the Tennessee Department of Education (department) by each approved
vendor are considered for Pathways to Promotion. Districts must sign data sharing agreements with the
approved vendor(s) of their choice to allow vendors to submit these data on their behalf. If no signed data
sharing agreement is in place, a vendor is unable to submit data on behalf of the district and no scores,
including composite scores, would be reported to the department for the district.

Pathways to Promotion and Appeals

The results of the spring administration of the URS for students in 3rd grade are utilized along with other
requirements as a Pathway to Promotion when the student scores at the 50th percentile or above on the TN
URS (aimswebPlus). See T.C.A. 8 49-6-3115(a)(2)(A)(vi).

The results of the spring administration of the URS for students in 3rd grade are utilized along with other
requirements as a Ground 1 Appeal when the student scores at the 40th percentile or above on any of the
seven (7) state board approved URS vendor assessments pending State Board of Education Rule 0520-01-
03-.16(7)(f)(4), which is available on the State Board's website through this link. The highest of the two
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https://advance.lexis.com/documentpage/?pdmfid=1000516&crid=67881ec7-a3dc-4c99-a90a-d448d029e4d3&config=025054JABlOTJjNmIyNi0wYjI0LTRjZGEtYWE5ZC0zNGFhOWNhMjFlNDgKAFBvZENhdGFsb2cDFQ14bX2GfyBTaI9WcPX5&pddocfullpath=%2Fshared%2Fdocument%2Fstatutes-legislation%2Furn%3AcontentItem%3A631Y-THM0-R03M-K541-00008-00&pdcontentcomponentid=234179&pdteaserkey=sr0&pditab=allpods&ecomp=6s65kkk&earg=sr0&prid=62f90d6b-9a93-40cd-b153-56d10ca08b4a
https://publications.tnsosfiles.com/rules/0520/0520-01/0520-01-03.20240403.pdf
https://advance.lexis.com/documentpage/?pdmfid=1000516&crid=3928c866-e558-4b1b-8c58-4b113a7fa2cd&config=025054JABlOTJjNmIyNi0wYjI0LTRjZGEtYWE5ZC0zNGFhOWNhMjFlNDgKAFBvZENhdGFsb2cDFQ14bX2GfyBTaI9WcPX5&pddocfullpath=%2fshared%2fdocument%2fstatutes-legislation%2furn%3acontentItem%3a621H-2610-R03K-F3MS-00008-00&pdcontentcomponentid=234179&pdteaserkey=sr0&pditab=allpods&ecomp=7s65kkk&earg=sr0&prid=c362dffe-103e-42f4-a262-3623dc0ae48b&mc_cid=8958db5a82&mc_eid=43beddb2c8
https://advance.lexis.com/documentpage/?pdmfid=1000516&crid=3928c866-e558-4b1b-8c58-4b113a7fa2cd&config=025054JABlOTJjNmIyNi0wYjI0LTRjZGEtYWE5ZC0zNGFhOWNhMjFlNDgKAFBvZENhdGFsb2cDFQ14bX2GfyBTaI9WcPX5&pddocfullpath=%2fshared%2fdocument%2fstatutes-legislation%2furn%3acontentItem%3a621H-2610-R03K-F3MS-00008-00&pdcontentcomponentid=234179&pdteaserkey=sr0&pditab=allpods&ecomp=7s65kkk&earg=sr0&prid=c362dffe-103e-42f4-a262-3623dc0ae48b&mc_cid=8958db5a82&mc_eid=43beddb2c8
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b28b453ee164f9a2e2b5057e1&id=c4db523320&e=43beddb2c8__;!!PRtDf9A!sLOfHxJ2BSBUnk3DZPpKzYQ-Xyo374HoIC898rCSq9tdKgzfMKzhbPqtbEW-KgrPikY-E1F1lM7AK2mY2KRBCQqETunY4TgY$
https://www.tn.gov/content/dam/tn/stateboardofeducation/documents/pendingrules/Promotion%20and%20Retention%20Rule%200520-01-03-.16_AG%20SOS%20Filing%20Form_AG%20SOS%20Signed.pdf
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composite scores submitted to the department by the URS vendors will be the score utilized in determining
the student's promotion appeals pathway.

Grade 3 Generation of Composite Scores by Vendor

Vendor/Assessment Suite

Subtests Comprising

Composite Score

Location and Name of Composite
Scores within Vendor Platforms and/or

Pearson/aimswebPlus (TN URS)

Oral Reading Fluency
Reading Comprehension
Vocabulary

Reports

Benchmark Summary Report

Score Export
Composite scores are provided as
“composite.”

Curriculum Associates/iReady

iReady Diagnostic

iReady Diagnostic Results Report
iReady Diagnostic Results Export
Composite scores are provided as
“Percentile Ranks.”

Renaissance/STAR Assessment
Suite

STAR Reading

STAR Record Book

Screening Report

Composite scores are provided as
“scaled score” or “ss.”

[lluminate/FastBridge Suite: FAST

aReading

Group Growth Report
Composite scores are provided as
“observed” score.

Amplify/DIBELS

Oral Reading Fluency
MAZE

Detailed Benchmark Report
Composite scores are provided as
“composite.”

NWEA MAP/MAP Suite

MAP Growth Reading 2-5:
Outcome Overall RIT

Class Profile Report

Student Profile Report

School Profile Report, Single Term
Achievement

Composite scores are provided as
“RIT” scores.

Riverside/easyCBM

General Outcome Measure:

Passage Reading Fluency
Proficient Reading
Vocabulary

Composite scores are the average
of the passage reading fluency
percentile score, the proficient
reading percentile score, and the
vocabulary percentile score.
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