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Optional TCAP Grade 2 Early Literacy Assessment Re-Design 
History 

The Optional TCAP Grade 2 Early Literacy Assessment was developed and first administered in Spring 
2018. At that time, it was referred to as the Optional Grade 2 English Language Arts assessment in 
alignment with other TCAP ELA tests. The ELA assessments measure students’ mastery of the Tennessee 
state standards in the areas of fluency, reading comprehension, foundational literacy skills, and writing. 
To better reflect authentic classroom experiences and the way students learn and process information, 
the tests are to assess the standards in an integrated manner, rather than in isolation. All items (except 
for the fluency item sets) are associated with text-based stimuli (reading passages, reading/writing 
passages, listening passages, or listening sentences).  

Re-Design of the Optional Grade 2 TCAP Early Literacy Assessment 

For several years prior to 2024, TDOE had listened to and considered concerns expressed by 
stakeholders about the Grade 2 ELA assessment. It was considered a valuable resource and tool by many 
district staff but a cumbersome and difficult tool to administer by teachers. Many suggestions were 
considered to improve the experience of the assessment while maintaining its efficacy as an assessment. 
The resulting re-design brought the Grade 2 assessment experience into alignment with the TCAP ELA 
assessment experience at other grade levels, specifically Grade 3. 

The original design of the Grade 2 assessment was implemented at a time before Universal Reading 
Screener mandates across the state. Some aspects of the Grade 2 ELA assessment reflected this and 
could be considered more appropriately applicable in a universal screener rather than a standardized 
summative assessment. The assessment had multiple sections which were read aloud to all students and 
sections which students were to read on their own. This was a difficulty when applying appropriate 
accommodations and also allowed for error in administration which was common.  

The use of two blueprints to create a single assessment created a very long test of many passages and 
items. An opportunity was seen to reduce the length and time of the test by consolidating the blueprint 
and mirroring the blueprint design used at other grade levels. This blueprint allowed for a concentration 
of content and a reduced number of items. Additionally, some item types were eliminated from the re-
designed Optional Grade 2 TCAP Early Literacy Assessment. These eliminated item types were viewed as 
more diagnostic and less suitable for a standardized summative assessment. The Fluency and Listening 
items, both of which were problematic in administration, were removed. 

The revised testing structure reduced the number of subparts, as well. The below table highlights the 
revisions in testing structure for Grade 2 and reflects the total of both the number of operational items 
and field test items. 
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Grade 2 ELA Reduced Test Length and Time 

 2018-2023 2024 

Blueprints 2 (Informational, Literature) 1 blueprint 
Points Inf (36-52) + Lit (38-54) 40  
Items ~100 46 

Sub-parts 4 3 

Duration 162 minutes 132 minutes 
 

Performance Impacts 

It is important to note the Grade 2 ELA standards did not change. The re-design of the assessment did 
not add content to be tested but rather focused the assessed content to be more appropriate for 
standardized summative assessment. Following the initial administration of the re-designed assessment, 
a standard setting was conducted in Summer of 2024. Educators familiar with Grade 2 standards and the 
Grade 2 ELA assessment from across the state were convened to set cut scores for the assessment. 

Following the educator recommendations cut scores were set and adopted by the TN State Board of 
Education. Impact data reflecting the performance of students using the revised cut scores is shown 
below. Grade 3 is provided as well, for reference. 
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As seen in the diagram, student performance improved on the re-designed test. Educators gave many 
reasons of justification for this impact. 

• The content standards assessed were those that students were building on from K through 
Grade 2, and therefore, a higher degree of mastery was to be expected. 

• The item types more clearly assessed student understandings and the simplified interactions 
were a better representation of skills. 

• Reduced test length and time eliminated testing fatigue that negatively impacted performance 
in the original design. 

Educators were adamant that Grade 3 performance could not be a consideration when evaluating 
performance on the new Grade 2 test. They stated that Grade 3 ELA standards consist of the 
introduction of new skills and concepts whereas the Grade 2 standards consist of skills and concepts 
that are built on throughout K-2 and therefore students are at the conclusion of a progression where 
performance would be expected to be high. 

Impact of Grade 2 ELA Redesign on TVAAS Calculations 

TVAAS growth measures are built by following cohorts of students over time. Specifically, 3rd grade 
growth measures use the predictive (URM) model, which measures growth as the difference between a 
student’s observed score and their expected score. There are two important factors for creating each 
student’s expected score. First is the observed relationship of the cohort’s prior assessments and the 
one for which growth is being measured. The second component is each student’s individual testing 
history.  

Students who took the 3rd grade assessment in the 2023-24 school year would all be expected to have 
taken the 2nd grade assessments prior to the 2024 standard setting. Because of this, expected scores for 
each student would be based on the shared testing history using the older assessment and consequently 
3rd grade growth measures for the 2023-24 school year would not be using any data from the revised 
2nd grade ELA assessment. 

Looking forward, students who are currently in the 3rd grade for the 2024-25 school year would be 
expected to have taken the updated 2nd grade assessments in the prior year. Consequently, 3rd grade 
growth measures for the 24-25 school year will be based on a shared testing history that includes this 
updated assessment. Expected scores (and consequently growth measures) for these students will be 
based on the observed relationship between the updated 2nd grade ELA assessment and the 3rd grade 
TCAP assessments.  

 


