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Tools to Prepare

Essential References for Preparing Your Application

I I
N,

_\15 Core Resources ‘?{5\ SmartSimple Registration

 BEAD Program Page * Create an Account

« Benefit of the Bargain Grant Application (pdf) » Click on the “Click Here” button under the “To register or
view grant funding opportunities” section

» Login to SmartSimple to access live Application

e . > Follow prompts to complete your organization profile
«  Qualification Application (pdf) P Y P y g P

> Logi n tO S m a rtSi m p | e tO a Ccess | iVe Ap pl icati O n Depa rTijnt Of ECOn0m|C and This system may contain Government information, which is restricted to
COI'T'I mun \Ty DeVelOpment Gra nt authorized users ONLY. Unauthorized access, use, misuse, or modification of

this computer system or of the data contained herein or in transit to/from this

B EA D G u i d e b O O k ( Late St Ve rs I O n) Management SO'Ution system constitutes a violation of state and federal laws including, but not

limited to Title 18, United States Code, Section 1030, and may subject the

Applicant login here
individual to Criminal and Civil penalties pursuant to Title 26, United States

B u d g et Te m D | a t e Code, Sections 7213(a), 7213A (the Taxpayer Browsing Protection Act), and
=4 +

C e rt i fi C a t i O n FO r This system and equipment are subject to monitoring to ensure proper
’ Password performance of applicable security features or procedures. Such monitoring

may result in the acquisition, recording and analysis of all data being

E | . . b | L . F . | el communicated, transmitted, processed, or stored in this system by a user. If
Igible Location File 9

monitoring reveals possible evidence of criminal activity, such evidence may be

Forgot Password? provided to Law Enforcement Personnel.

Pl \U kl I I Z fl | e State Employee To register or view Grant ANYONE USING THIS SYSTEM EXPRESSLY CONSENTS TO SUCH

R e R MONITORING and SHOULD HAVE NO EXPECTATION OF PRIVACY for any

Login Here information stored or communicated via this system.

Click Here
Training Videos

Watch Here



https://www.tn.gov/ecd/rural-development/broadband-office/redirect-provider-resources/bead-program.html
https://www.tn.gov/content/dam/tn/ecd/documents/broadband/infrastructure/bead/program-materials/TN_Benefit_of_the_Bargain_Grant_Application_7-2.pdf
https://www.tn.gov/content/dam/tn/ecd/documents/broadband/infrastructure/bead/program-materials/TN_Benefit_of_the_Bargain_Qualification_Application_6-24.pdf
https://www.tn.gov/content/dam/tn/ecd/documents/broadband/infrastructure/bead/program-materials/BEAD_Guidebook_7-2-25.pdf
https://www.tn.gov/content/dam/tn/ecd/documents/broadband/infrastructure/bead/program-materials/BEAD_Budget_Template.xlsx
https://www.tn.gov/content/dam/tn/ecd/documents/broadband/infrastructure/bead/program-materials/BEAD_Application_Submission-Certification.pdf
https://www.tn.gov/content/dam/tn/ecd/documents/broadband/infrastructure/bead/program-materials/Eligible_Locations_7-2-25.xlsx
https://www.tn.gov/content/dam/tn/ecd/documents/broadband/infrastructure/bead/program-materials/PAU_BOB.kmz
https://ecd.grants.tn.gov/s_Login.jsp
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Nuances That May Trip Up Applicants

Details to Double-Check Before You Submit

Top Areas to Double-Check:

« Cost per Passing

» Calculated as BEAD funds only + total BSLs served

Partial Coverage

» You may remove high-cost BSLs but must provide a clear justification narrative and mapping data

Latency & Speed Documentation

» Must show capacity for 100/20 Mbps now and ability to scale in 4 years

Low-Cost Service Plan

» Still required—pricing determined by the applicant

SmartSimple Registration

» Ensure all organization users are set up before starting the application
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Scalability Evidence Requirements

Documentation Needed to Demonstrate Scalability

Future Speed Requirements Special Considerations

* Networks must demonstrate * General network design (hardware, * Unlicensed Fixed Wireless Projects:
capability to scale within 4 years to: software, backhaul plans) > Must address all Appendix A
> 1,000 Mbps download « Plans for increasing capacity over 4 questions and .Sme't feq“'red
years polygons and link studies
» 500 Mbps upload
» Clear evidence the proposed - LEO Projects:

> <100 ms latency technology will reliably deliver these

speeds without contingencies » Must address Appendix B

questions regarding capacity
» Examples: vendor reservations and scalability
documentation, third-party
studies, field data

« Certification of financial capacity to
maintain and grow the network
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Frequently Asked Questions

Recent Q&A Highlights & Common Questions

Q: Do | need to reapply if | submitted in Round 1?

A: — Itis recommended to revise previously submitted applications since new questions have been added. All
applications will be rescored according to the new scoring criteria as long as the organization submitted a Benefit
of the Bargain LOI.

Q: Do | need to resubmit my Qualification Application?

A: — No, not if you were previously approved. If you were not qualified in Round 1, you may update and resubmit
(if desired).

Q: What happens if | don't revise my original Round 1 application?
A: — Your application will not be rescored unless a new LOI is submitted by the June 24 deadline.

Q: Can | remove locations in this round?
A: — Yes, if they are excessively high-cost or economically unviable—but you must justify why.
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Frequently Asked Questions Continued

Recent Q&A Highlights & Common Questions

Q: How do we justify removing high-cost BSLs?

A: — Provide a clear narrative explaining why the location is economically unviable and upload supporting
documentation in SmartSimple.

Q: How do | register for SmartSimple?
A:—
1. Visit ecd.grants.tn.gov
2. Click on the “Click Here” button under the “To register or view grant funding opportunities” section
3. Complete the organization profile setup before starting your application.

Q: When can construction start?
A: — January 2026.
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Thank youl!

Please email
ECD.Broadband@tn.gov
with any questions you may have.
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