Plans Review Checklist 
Nursing Services  



Person’s Name: [image: Person's Name box.]    Date of Birth: [image: Date of Birth box.]
				(Last, First)

Reviewer’s Name: [image: Reviewer's Name box.]    Date Request Received: [image: Date Request Received box.]


	A.         Initial Nursing Services  



	1.  

|_| YES  |_| NO





|_| YES  |_| NO




	Review questions:

a.	Is there a current, written order by a physician, physician assistant, or 	nurse practitioner for skilled nursing services which details the specific 	skilled nursing functions to be performed and the frequency such skilled 	nursing functions are requested; 
					AND

b.	Is there sufficient information in the Person-Centered Support Plan (PCSP) 	and supporting documentation to justify that the person has a medical 	diagnosis and treatment needs that would justify the provision of skilled 	nursing services by a registered nurse or licensed practical nurse, (excluding 	nursing assessment and nursing oversight and supervision)? 

If YES to “a.” and “b.”, proceed to Question #2.

If NO to “a.” or “b.”, stop and deny the service.  
		

	2.  |_| YES  |_| NO

















	Except as specified below, is the frequency (per day, per week, per month, etc.), amount (# of units) and duration (# of weeks or months) of Nursing Services requested consistent with and not more than the amount of services needed to perform only those skilled nursing functions ordered by the treating physician, physician assistant, or nurse practitioner (excluding nursing assessment and nursing oversight and supervision) which state law requires to be performed by a registered nurse or licensed practical nurse?

NOTE:  When skilled nursing functions, as specified above, are needed on an intermittent or scheduled basis, and the frequency of such intermittent or scheduled skilled nursing functions is such that a waiver Nursing Services provider cannot be secured to provide Nursing Services at the frequency at which they are needed (generally at least every 2-3 hours), approval may be granted for the nurse to remain in the home for a continuous period of time only as required to perform the skilled nursing functions at the frequency with which they are required.



While skilled nursing services will be authorized only as required to perform skilled nursing functions, or for a continuous period of time when required to perform the skilled nursing functions at the frequency with which they are required, as specified above, a nurse who is in the home to perform skilled nursing functions will be required to perform non-skilled services for the person, including eating, toileting, grooming, and other activities of daily living, so long as such care can be appropriately provided while also ensuring that the person’s skilled nursing needs are safely and effectively met.  

Only under exceptional circumstances will a nurse and personal assistant be authorized to provide the unskilled nursing needs of the person at the same time, as in most cases the nurse will be able to meet both the nursing and non-nursing needs of the person.  

A nurse that is providing skilled nursing services to a person receiving residential services may also assist residential staff in meeting the personal care needs of the person, so long as such assistance can be appropriately provided while also ensuring that the person’s nursing needs are safely and effectively met.

If YES, stop and approve the amount of Nursing Services requested.  Such approval may specify that concurrent review will be conducted after a specified period of time to ensure that Nursing Services continue to be needed.  Such determination shall be based on current medical records provided by a registered nurse or licensed practical nurse and/or physician, physician assistant, or nurse practitioner in response to the request for concurrent review.

If NO, approve that portion of the total amount of Nursing Services requested that is consistent with the amount of Nursing Services needed to perform only those skilled nursing functions ordered by the treating physician, physician assistant, or nurse practitioner (excluding nursing assessment and nursing oversight and supervision) which state law requires to be performed by a registered nurse or licensed practical nurse, or a continuous period of Nursing Services only as required to perform the skilled nursing functions at the frequency with which they are required, as specified above.  Deny that portion of the total amount of Nursing Services requested that is more than the amount of services needed to perform only those skilled nursing functions ordered by the treating physician, physician assistant, or nurse practitioner, (excluding nursing assessment and nursing oversight and supervision) which state law requires to be performed by a registered nurse or licensed practical nurse, or which exceeds the continuous period of Nursing Services required to perform the skilled nursing functions at the frequency with which they are required, as specified above.  









	|_| Approved
	

	|_| Denied
	Criteria [image: Criteria box.] not met.  

	Comment Section
	[image: Comment Section box.]

	
	Reviewer Signature: [image: Reviewer Signature box.] Date: [image: Date box.]
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	B.	Continuation of  Nursing Services  



	1. 

|_| YES  |_| NO





|_| YES  |_| NO







	Review questions:

a.	Is there a current, written order by a physician, physician assistant, or 	nurse practitioner for skilled nursing services which details the specific 	skilled nursing functions to be performed and the frequency such skilled 	nursing functions are requested; 
					AND

b.	Is there sufficient information in the PCSP and supporting documentation to 	justify that the person has a medical diagnosis and treatment needs that 	would justify the provision of skilled nursing services by a registered nurse or 	licensed practical nurse (excluding nursing assessment and nursing oversight 	and supervision)?

If YES to “a.” and “b.”, proceed to Question #2.

If NO to “a.” or “b.”, stop and deny the service.  

	2. |_| YES  |_| NO

	Except as specified below, is the frequency (per day, per week, per month, etc.), amount (# of units) and duration (# of weeks or months) of continued Nursing Services requested plus any requested increase in such services, as applicable, consistent with and not more than the amount of services still required to perform only those skilled nursing functions ordered by the treating physician, physician assistant, or nurse practitioner (excluding nursing assessment and nursing oversight and supervision) which state law requires to be performed by a registered nurse or licensed practical nurse?

NOTE:  When skilled nursing functions, as specified above, are required on an intermittent or scheduled basis, and the frequency of such intermittent or scheduled skilled nursing functions is such that a waiver Nursing Services provider cannot be secured to provide Nursing Services at the frequency at which they are needed (generally at least every 2-3 hours), approval may be granted for the nurse to remain in the home for a continuous period of time only as required to perform the skilled nursing functions at the frequency with which they are required.
While skilled nursing services will be authorized only as required to perform skilled nursing functions, or for a continuous period of time when required to perform the skilled nursing functions at the frequency with which they are required, as specified above, a nurse who is in the home to perform skilled nursing functions will be required to perform non-skilled services for the person, including eating, toileting, grooming, and other activities of daily living, so long as such care can be appropriately provided while also ensuring that the person’s skilled nursing needs are safely and effectively met.  

Only under exceptional circumstances  will a nurse and a personal assistant be authorized to provide the unskilled nursing needs of the person at the same time, as in most cases the nurse will be able to meet both the nursing and non-nursing needs of the person.  A nurse that is providing skilled nursing services to a person receiving residential services may also assist residential staff in meeting the personal care needs of the person, so long as such assistance can be appropriately provided while also ensuring that the person’s nursing needs are safely and effectively met.  

To the extent that the request includes any increase in the frequency, amount, or duration of Nursing Services, is there sufficient information in the PCSP and supporting documentation to demonstrate that the person’s needs have changed and/or the previously approved frequency, amount, or duration of Nursing Services is no longer sufficient needed to perform only those skilled nursing functions ordered by the treating physician, physician assistant, or nurse practitioner (excluding nursing assessment and nursing oversight and supervision) which state law requires to be performed by a registered nurse or licensed practical nurse, or to provide a continuous period of Nursing Services only as required to perform the skilled nursing functions at the frequency with which they are required, as specified above?

If YES, stop and approve the continuation of Nursing Services and any increase as requested.  Such approval may specify that concurrent review will be conducted after a specified period of time (see attached guidelines) to ensure that Nursing Services continue to be required.  Such determination shall be based on medical records provided by the registered nurse or licensed practical nurse and/or physician, physician assistant, or nurse practitioner in response to the request for concurrent review.  

If NO, approve that portion of the total amount of Nursing Services requested that is consistent with the amount of Nursing Services needed to needed to perform only those skilled nursing functions ordered by the treating physician, physician assistant, or nurse practitioner (excluding nursing assessment and nursing oversight and supervision) which state law requires to be performed by a registered nurse or licensed practical nurse, or a continuous period of Nursing Services only as required to perform the skilled nursing functions at the frequency with which they are required, as specified above.





	|_| Approved
	

	|_| Denied
	Criteria [image: Criteria box.] not met.  

	Comment Section
	[image: Comment Section box.]

	
	Reviewer Signature: [image: Reviewer Signature box.] Date: [image: Date box.]
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