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Training for Potential Foster Parents: 

https://www.tn.gov/dcs/program-areas/training/tpd/fpt/t/potential.html  

Persons interested in becoming foster parents can access information for Tennessee KEY 

pre-approval training, including a step-by-step guide to the inquiry, training, and approval 

process; minimum requirements to foster; a course overview including summaries of each 

module; links to the foster parent inquiry form and training calendars; as well as training 

materials including participant guides, forms, and video links. 

 

How to Become a TN DCS Foster Parent 

 

About TN KEY 

 

Inquiry and Calendars 

 

Training Materials 

 

https://www.tn.gov/dcs/program-areas/training/tpd/fpt/t/potential.html
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Tennessee KEY calendar for July 2021 

 

Continued Training for Approved Foster Parents 

Foster parents have several options to continue their training following approval. In 

addition to live deliveries, foster parents can also take advantage of self-directed learning 

opportunities, including computer-based trainings, podcasts, approved books and movies, 

special webinar opportunities, and attendance of the foster parent conference. 

All foster parents are required to complete the 15 hours of training annually, including the 

following trainings within the first year of approval: 

• Creating Normalcy through Prudent Parenting 

• What to Know about Child Exploitation and Human Trafficking 

• Working with the Education System 

• One trauma-informed training 
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Additionally, foster parents must complete a Medication Administration refresher course 

and CPR & First Aid training during the second year of approval, and every other year 

thereafter. 

All training opportunities provided by DCS can be located on the training website. 

Foster Parent Post Approval Training Calendar:  

https://www.tn.gov/dcs/program-areas/training/tpd/fpt/t/calendars/post-state.html  

 

Post Approval Training Calendar 

 

https://www.tn.gov/dcs/program-areas/training/tpd/fpt/t/calendars/post-state.html
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Online Foster Parent Training:  

https://www.tn.gov/dcs/program-areas/training/tpd/fpt/t/opportunities/online-

training.html  

The online training webpage includes course codes to allow parents with Edison accounts 

to easily locate and complete trainings within the Edison ELM system, as well as links to 

Formstack trainings for those who do not have accounts in Edison. The page is set up to 

allow parents to easily identify trainings that fulfill certain requirements and cover certain 

topics of interest. 

 

Online Foster Parent Training page 

 

https://www.tn.gov/dcs/program-areas/training/tpd/fpt/t/opportunities/online-training.html
https://www.tn.gov/dcs/program-areas/training/tpd/fpt/t/opportunities/online-training.html
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Right Time and Vanderbilt Lunch and Learn Series 

In addition to individual courses, the online trainings page includes links the collection of 

CORE: Teen Right Time videos and recordings of the Vanderbilt Center of Excellence for 

Children in State Custody’s (COE) monthly lunch and learn series. Foster parents can 

receive one hour of training credit for each of these courses. 

The Right Time video training in Formstack is set up using a dropdown menu for 

participants to identify the training they wish to complete. Currently there are eight videos 

available. When a selection has been made, the video and a summary of the training will 

appear on the form and the entire training can be completed on a single page. Current 

topics include: 

• Understanding Behavior 

• Understanding and Recognizing the Effects of Trauma 

• Transitions 

• SOGIE 

• Relationship Development 

• Parental Regulation 

• Parental Adaptation 

• Continued Connections 

Each video is also available individually in Edison. 

 

Right Time video selection in Formstack 
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Right Time: Continued Connections  video training and summary in Formstack 

Direct link: https://stateoftennessee.formstack.com/forms/righttime  

 

https://stateoftennessee.formstack.com/forms/righttime
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The complete list of Vanderbilt COE lunch and learn trainings is located at 

https://www.tn.gov/content/tn/dcs/program-areas/training/tpd/spotlight/vbilt-coe-

lunchlearn.html 

A link is provided to each video in the archive. Foster parents can receive credit by 

completing the associated form, linked at the top of the list, and also provided on the 

second tab on the webpage. There are currently over 70 hours of training credit available 

through this series. These trainings are also available to complete in Edison. 

 

Vanderbilt Lunch and Learn Series 

 

https://www.tn.gov/content/tn/dcs/program-areas/training/tpd/spotlight/vbilt-coe-lunchlearn.html
https://www.tn.gov/content/tn/dcs/program-areas/training/tpd/spotlight/vbilt-coe-lunchlearn.html
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COE Lunch and Learn Formstack for training credit 

 

Dropdown list of COE titles on the training credit form 
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DCS Talks Podcast Series 

https://www.tn.gov/dcs/program-areas/training/tpd/cw-resources/cwr/dcs-talks.html  

The Office of Training and Professional Development produces a podcast series for staff, 

providers, foster parents, and the community at large. Parents can receive 30 minutes of 

training credit for each episode by completing a form for credit; these episodes are also 

available to complete in Edison. There are currently over 18 hours of training credit 

available through these podcasts. 

 
DCS Talks webpage 

 

https://www.tn.gov/dcs/program-areas/training/tpd/cw-resources/cwr/dcs-talks.html
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DCS Talks Formstack 
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Approved Training Media 

https://www.tn.gov/dcs/program-areas/training/tpd/fpt/t/opportunities/media.html 

Foster parents can receive training credit for relevant books and films during the third year 

of approval and after, up to three hours per year (two hours for books; one hour for films). 

Parents must complete a form summarizing the resource and what they learned to receive 

credit.  

 

Approved Training Media 

https://www.tn.gov/dcs/program-areas/training/tpd/fpt/t/opportunities/media.html
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Foster Parent Conference 

https://www.tn.gov/dcs/program-areas/training/tpd/fpt/t/training-

spotlight/conference.html 

The Office of Training and Professional Development hosts an annual conference for foster 

parents to provide training opportunities to allow parents the chance to complete all 

annual training over the course of a single weekend. Offerings include required trainings, 

regularly offered electives developed by the Department, and special workshops provided 

by vetted speakers both within DCS and from outside partners. The conference webpage 

includes the conference brochure, including schedule and workshop descriptions, as well 

as registration links and other relevant resources. 

 

Foster Parent Conference webpage 

https://www.tn.gov/dcs/program-areas/training/tpd/fpt/t/training-spotlight/conference.html
https://www.tn.gov/dcs/program-areas/training/tpd/fpt/t/training-spotlight/conference.html
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Training Resources 

https://www.tn.gov/dcs/program-areas/training/tpd/fpt/t/resources.html  

In addition to training opportunities, the foster parent training website includes links to 

several resources, including: 

• Child Welfare Resources portal 

• Frequently asked questions 

• Edison resources 

• Regional training map 

• Information for kinship parents 

• Medical forms for foster parents 

 

Foster Parent Training Resources 

 

https://www.tn.gov/dcs/program-areas/training/tpd/fpt/t/resources.html
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The Child Welfare Resources page, created in partnership with the Office of Child Safety, 

provides additional resources, including 

• Resources for Adverse Childhood Experiences (ACEs) 

• Mandated Reporter Training 

• Trauma resources 

• Information about neonatal abstinence syndrome (NAS) 

• Information about the commercial sexual exploitation of minors 

• Resources for teens 

• Resources for runaway youth 

• Infant mental health resources 

• Drug and addiction resources 

 

Child Welfare Resources portal: https://www.tn.gov/dcs/program-areas/training/tpd/cw-resources.html 

 

https://www.tn.gov/dcs/program-areas/training/tpd/cw-resources.html

