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Victims Services »

Verna Wyatt, Co-Founder, Tennessee Voices For Victims

Motivated by grief over the 1991 abduction, rape, and murder of
her sister-in-law, Verna began her personal journey of activism
advocating for the rights of crime victims. She has worked in a
professional capacity on behalf of victims since that time, and
has gained a solid reputation in Tennessee with victims, law

enforcement, and justice professionals. In 2012, along with

Valerie Craig and Sara Kemp, she Co-Founded Tennessee Voices
For Victims. As a state-wide crime victim advocacy organization, the mission is to speak out for the rights of
victims, to help victims find their voice and promote their restoration, and to prevent crime through community
education and awareness. Verna and Valerie pioneered Victim Impact Programming for incarcerated men and
women in Tennessee, and have been facilitating weekly classes with incarcerated men and women for 15 years.
Leaning on their years of co-facilitating weekly victim impact classes in Tennessee prisons and jails, they
created a victim impact curriculum centered on, and supported by the evidence-based victim impact curriculum
produced by the OVC. The goal of victim impact education is to understand the impact that crime has on the

victim, and to awaken awareness and accountability.

Verna has served on numerous Boards and Commissions over the decades including 8 years on the Tennessee
POST Commission, The Sex Offender Treatment Board, Governor Haslam@ Task Force on Recidivism and
Sentencing, and the Judicial Nominating Commission. She currently serves on The ChildrenQ Justice Task Force,
The Tennessee Council for Interstate Adult Offender Supervision and serves on a subcommittee of Governor

Lee@ Criminal Justice Reform Task Force.

Past awards and recognition include the 2005 Presidents Award from the Tennessee Association of Chiefs of

Police, the 2012 Correction Corporation of America Volunteer of the Year, 2014 Edwina Hefner Community

Leadership Award from the Nashville Symphony, 2014 Board of Probation Victim Service Award, and 2015
Union University@ Champion of VictimsCRights Award.

Website: www.tnvoicesforvictims.org




Creating a Trauma-Informed Court Environment
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Join You Have the Power and Metro Office of Family

Safety for an interactive presentation in recognition of

Teen Dating Violence Awareness Month. Learn about Ifyou
healthy relationships and join a breakout room to really
learn more about teen dating violence or *walk in the love me,
shoes® of a teenager who has experienced it

Friday, February 26,2021  100pm - 230pm Central
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Domestic Violence and
Traumatic Brain Injury
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Join You Have the Power and experts as we examine
and discuss the impact of traumatic brain injuries on
victims of domestic violence and on their journey
toward safety and healing.

Stay tuned for more details!

Wednesday, March 24,2021 11:30am - :00pm Central
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April
Join You Have the Power and experts for a series of
discussions in recognition of Child Abuse Awareness Month.

Learn what child abuse s, the impact of the pandemic
abuse situations and reporting, understanding neglect and
verbal and emotional abuse, and creating positive childhood

experiences.
Stay tuned for more details!

Every Thursday in April

National Crime Victims’
Rights Week

April 18-24,
2021

Register

WHAT VICTIMS CAN DO IF THEY’RE A ‘

Tennessee Domestic Violence Hotline - 800-356-6767

National Domestic Violence Hotline - 800.799.SAFE

Battered Women@ Justice Project - 800.903.0111

Mothers Against Drunk Driving - 877.MADD.HELP

National Center for Missing and Exploited Children - 800.843.5678
Tennessee Human Trafficking Hotline—Mmy p-p p-¢ n y n
National Human Trafficking Hotline - 888.373.7888

Criminal Injuries Compensation: Corvel Corporation 866.960.6039
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