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PUBLIC CHAPTER NO. 714 

SENATE BILL NO. 1931 

By Yager, Bowling, Green, McNally, Overbey 

Substituted for: House Bill No. 2234 

By Calfee, Dale Carr, Ragan, Timothy Hill, Rogers 

AN ACT to amend Tennessee Code Annotated, Title 62, Chapter 18, Part 1, relative to land 
surveyors. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF TENNESSEE: 

SECTION 1. Tennessee Code Annotated, Section 62-18-109, is amended by deleting the 
section in its entirety and by substituting instead the following: 

(a)(1) The board shall consider and evaluate a land surveyor applicant's qualifications 
based upon: 

(A) The applicant's education, technical, and land surveying 
experience; 

(B) Exhibits of land surveying projects with which the applicant has 
been associated; 

(C) Recommendations and character references; and 

(D) The payment by the applicant of a fee set by the board in 
accordance with § 62-18-125 with the approval of the commissioner of 
commerce and insurance. 

(2) The board shall, in proper cases as authorized in this chapter, issue a 
certificate of registration as a land surveyor to any person who submits evidence 
satisfactory to the board that the person is fully qualified to practice land surveying~ 

(3) A land surveyor applicant's qualifications may be reviewed at an interview 
if the board determines it necessary. 

{4) Educational credit for institute courses, correspondence courses, or other 
courses shall be determined by the board. 

(5) No person shall be eligible for registration who: 

(A) Does not have a high school education diploma or a general 
equivalency diploma (GED®); 

{B) Does not speak and write the English language; or 

{C) Is not of good character and repute. 

(b) The following shall be considered as the minimum evidence satisfactory to the 
board that the applicant meets the qualifications of a professional land surveyor: 

(1) To be certified as a land surveyor intem (PLSIT}, an applicant shall: 

(A) Make a complete application to the board; 

(B) Be of good character and reputation; 

(C) Submit three (3) character references to the board, one (1) of 
whom is a professional land surveyor; 
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(D) Comply with the requirements of this chapter; 

(E) Pass the Fundamentals of Land Surveying examination; and 

(F) Satisfy one (1) of the following requirements related to education 
and experience: 

(i) Obtain a baccalaureate degree from a surveying or 
surveying technology curriculum offour (4) or more years, approved by 
the board; 

(ii) Obtain a baccalaureate degree from a science, engineering 
or technology curriculum of four (4) or more years related to the 
practice of land surveying, approved by the board, with a minimum of 
twenty-four (24) semester hours of board-approved coursework in the 
surveying sciences; 

(iii) Obtain a baccalaureate degree from a non-surveying 
related curriculum of four (4) or more years, approved by the board, 
plus an additional thirty-six (36) semester hours of board-approved 
coursework in the surveying sciences; 

(iv) Obtain an associate degree in surveying technology or a 
related science, engineering or technical field, approved by the board, 
with a minimum of thirty (30) semester hours of board-approved 
coursework in the surveying sciences, a record of four {4) years of 
progressive practical experience, two (2) years of which shall have 
been under the direct supervision of a practicing professional land 
surveyor; or 

{v) Obtain a high school education diploma or a general 
equivalency diploma (GED®) with a record satisfactory to the board of 
ten (10) years of progressive practical experience, six (6) years of 
which shall have been under the direct supervision of a practicing 
professional land surveyor. 

(2) To be licensed as a professional land surveyor, an applicant shall: 

(A) Make a complete application to the board; 

(B) Be of good character and reputation; 

(C) Submit five (5) character references to the board, three (3} of 
whom are professional land surveyors or individuals acceptable to the board 
and who have personal knowledge of the applicant's land surveying 
experience; 

(D) Comply with the requirements of this chapter; and 

(E) Satisfy one (1) of the following requirements: 

(i) Obtain a baccalaureate degree from a surveying or 
surveying technology curriculum of four (4) or more years, approved by 
the board, and a record satisfactory to the board of two (2) years of 
progressive practical experience after the applicant passes the · 
Fundamentals of Land Surveying examination, one (1) year of which 
shall have been in responsible charge of duties performed under a 
practicing professional land surveyor. An applicant who passes the 
Principles and Practice of Land Surveying examination and the 
Tennessee State Jurisdictional examination shall be granted licensure 
as a professional land surveyor; 

(ii) Obtain a baccalaureate degree from a science, engineering 
or technology curriculum of four (4) or more years related to the 
practice of land surveying, approved by the board, with a minimum of 
twenty-four (24) semester hours of board-approved coursework in the 
surveying sciences, and a· record satisfactory to the board of two (2) 
years of progressive practical experience after the applicant passes 
the Fundamentals of Land Surveying examination, one (1) year of 
which shall have been in responsible charge of duties performed under 
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a practicing professional land surveyor. An applicant who passes the 
Principles and Practice of Land Surveying examination and the 
Tennessee State Jurisdictional examination shall be granted licensure 
as a professional land surveyor; 

(iii) Obtain a baccalaureate degree from a non-surveying 
related curriculum of four (4) or more years, approved by the board, 
plus an additional thirty-six (36) semester hours of board-approved 
coursework in the surveying sciences, and a record satisfactory to the 
board of two (2) years of progressive practical experience after the 
applicant passes the Fundamentals of Land Surveying examination, 
one (1) year of which shall have been in responsible charge of duties 
under a practicing professional land surveyor. An applicant who 
passes the Principles and Practice of Land Surveying examination and 
the Tennessee State Jurisdictional examination shall be granted 
licensure as a professional land surveyor; 

(iv) Obtain an associate degree in surveying technology or a 
related science, engineering or technical field approved by the board 
with a minimum of thirty (30) semester hours of board-approved 
coursework in the surveying sciences, and a record satisfactory to the 
board of four (4) years of progressive practical experience, three (3) 
years of which shall have been in responsible charge of duties 
performed under a practicing professional land surveyor if the 
applicant passes the Fundamentals of Land Surveying examination on 
or before June 30, 2016, or if the applicant does not pass the 
Fundamentals of Land Surveying on or before June 30, 2016, a record 
satisfactory to the board of six (6) years of progressive practical 
experience after the applicant passes the Fundamentals of Land 
Surveying examination, four (4) years of which shall have been in 
responsible charge of duties under a practicing professional land 
surveyor. An applicant who passes the Principles and Practice of Land 
Surveying examination and the Tennessee State Jurisdictional 
examination shall be granted licensure as a professional land 
surveyor; or 

(v) Comply with the requirements of subdivision (b)(1)(F)(v) as 
approved by the board and pass the Fundamentals of Land Surveying 
examination on or before June 30, 2017, or if the applicant does not 
pass the Fundamentals of Land Surveying examination on or before 
June 30, 2017, obtain six (6) years of progressive practical experience 
which shall have been in responsible charge of the duties performed 
under a professional land surveyor after the applicant passes the 
Fundamentals of Land Surveying examination, plus an additional 
twelve (12) hours of board-approved coursework in the surveying 
sciences. An applicant who passes the Principles and Practice of Land 
Surveying examination and the Tennessee State Jurisdictional 
examination shall be granted licensure as a professional land 
surveyor. 

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect upon becoming a law, the public welfare requiring it, 
and shall apply to any person seeking to become a certified land surveyor intern or a registered or 
licensed land surveyor on or after the effective date of this act. 

3 



J 

I 
J 

SENATE BILL NO. 1931 

PASSED: March 31, 2014 

~~EAKER 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

lt-tk ·L·n 
APPROVED this jj/l_ day of ~ 2014 

BILL HASLAM, GOVERNOR 


