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1 (Thereupon, the follow ng proceedings were had):
2 MR GRISHAM  Good norning, everyone. |'mgoing
3 to call today's neeting to order, P.O S. T. Conm ssion.
4 MR. SPANGLER  Thank you, sir. [If everyone woul d
5 pl ease | ook at the agenda. Are there any changes t hat
6 need to be made to the agenda? |If not, I'll entertain
7 the notion to approve the agenda.
8 MR. CHERRY: Mbti on.
9 MR. WAGGONER:  Second.
10 MR. SPANGLER: We've got a notion and a second to
11 approve. Al in favor say "aye."
12 THE COWM SSI ON:  Aye.
13 MR. SPANGLER: Opposed. Ayes have it.
14 Any admnistrative matters to go over this
15 mor ni ng?
16 MR GRISHAM No, M. Chair
17 MR. SPANGLER. And | need an approval for
18 previous mnutes, if everybody has had a chance to
19 review those. | think they were e-nailed out. So I'l
20 entertain a notion to approve those.
21 MR BELLG I'll make a notion.
22 MS. FAULKNER:  Second.
23 MR SPANGLER CGot a motion and a second to
24 approve. Al in favor say "aye."
25 THE COMM SSI ON:  Aye.
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1 MR. SPANGLER:  Opposed. The ayes have it.
2 Rol | call.
3 MR. M NES: Conm ssioner Bello.
4 MR BELLO Here.
5 MR. M NES: Conmm ssioner Birchfield.
6 MR Bl RCHFI ELD: Here.
7 MR. M NES: Conmm ssioner Cherry.
8 MR. CHERRY: Here.
9 MR. M NES: Conm ssioner Dunbar.
10 MR. DUNBAR  Here.
11 MR. M NES: Comm ssioner Farris.
12 Comm ssi oner Faul kner.
13 M5. FAULKNER  Here.
14 MR. M NES: Conm ssioner Forrester.
15 MR FORRESTER: Here.
16 MR. M NES: Comm ssioner Hul sey.
17 Comm ssi oner Jackson.
18 MR JACKSON. Here.
19 MR. M NES: Comm ssioner Russell.
20 MR RUSSELL: Here.
21 MR. M NES: Conmm ssioner \Waggoner.
22 MR, WAGGONER:  Her e.
23 MR. M NES: Conm ssioner Wight.
24 MR WRICHT: Here.
25 MR. M NES: Comm ssion Partin.
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1 And the Chair this norning.

2 MR. SPANGLER Here. W have a forum Thank

3 you.

4 M. Director, read our disclainmer, please.

5 MR GRISHAM Yes, M. Chair.

6 All P.OS T. have previously agreed to recuse

7 thenmselves fromany vote that would constitute a

8 conflict of interest. The nost obvious of these would
9 include issues that involve our own departnents or

10 soneone we know personal ly. Because we've already

11 agreed to this, it should be noted in all routine

12 matters it will be assunmed nonverbal ly that these

13 conm ssioners have abstained fromthe vote. |In bigger
14  nore controversial issues that may have a nore overt
15 conflict of interest that may have an appearance of

16 inpropriety, those applicable comm ssioners wll stil
17 verbally abstain fromsuch vote.

18 MR, SPANGLER  Thank you.

19 Let ne get a statement on our new certification
20 hearing for Septenber and Cctober.
21 MR GRISHAM Yes. Chairman Spangler, we
22 convened yesterday with an informal hearing
23 subcommttee. The recommendation is to accept three
24 court ordered P.OS. T. surrenders: One in the case of
25  Eobard Thawne, formerly of the Decatur Police
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1 Departnent; Jackson Col eman, formerly of Kingsport

2 Police Department; and Matthew Rodriguez, formerly of

3 the Decatur County Sheriff's Ofice. Al three of

4  those have surrendered their P.OS. T. certification

5 Several matters were heard in the matter of Jared

6 Bailey, formerly of the Bristol Police Departnent.

7 That matter -- the recommendation is to refer that case

8 to the full conmssion for a disciplinary hearing.

9 In the matter of Jeffrey Crossley, fornerly of

10 the Shel by County Sheriff's O fice, the recommendation

11 is a default order of decertification based on his

12 termnation for disciplinary reasons and his plea of

13 quilty to narcotics charges. Aso, he failed to

14  maintain his preenploynent standards.

15 Then for Galloway, formerly of the Shel by County

16  Sheriff's Ofice, the recommendation is default order

17  of decertification based on his conviction of felony

18 charges, his termnation for disciplinary reasons, and

19 his failure to maintain his preenpl oynent background

20  standards.

21 Rodney Di ggons, fornmerly of the Shel by County

22 Sheriff's Ofice, the recommendation is a default order

23 of termnation for -- default order based on his

24 termnation for disciplinary reasons and his failure to

25 maintain his preenpl oynent background standards.
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1 The matter of Jody Simmons, fornerly of the

2  Hickman County Sheriff's Ofice is referred to the full

3 commission, and the matter is tolled pending court

4 jurisdictionin acrimnal matter.

5 Joseph Quinn, fornerly of the Tipton County

6 Sheriff's Ofice, and Joshua Lews, fornerly of the

7 Tipton County Sheriff's Ofice, both matters are

8 referred to the full commssion for full disciplinary

9 hearing.

10 The matter of James Tucker, fornerly of the Metro

11 Nashville Police Department, the recomrendation is a

12 default order of decertification based on his

13 termnation for disciplinary reasons and his failure to

14 maintain his preenpl oyment background standard.

15 And finally, Ashley Tharp, fornmerly of the Al good

16  Police Departnent, |legal counsel is going to proceed

17 with final revocation. That matter has been postponed

18 Dby agreement, and Mss Tharp was to submt

19 docunentation to the P.O. S. T. Comm ssion, has failed to

20 do so, and the prior agreenent was revocation shoul d

21 she fail to do so.

22 That's our recommendati ons.

23 MR SPANGLER: On those with the orders, Joe, do

24  we need to have a full board approval for --

25 MR UNDERWOCD: It shoul d be a notion and
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1 approval of that. Then |'d like to recognize that

2 vice-chair is now joining the neeting.

3 MR PARTIN. | apologize for nmy tardiness.

4 MR UNDERWOCOD: Just want to make sure it's on

5 the record.

6 MR SPANGLER: And I'Il entertain a notion to --

7 to approve those orders on decertification that we have
8 and also on the ones that we'll be hearing in full --

9 in front of the full body.

10 MR WAGGONER: |'Il make a notion to approve.

11 MR BELLO  Second.

12 MR. SPANGLER: Got a notion and a second. Any

13 further discussion?

14 All in favor say "aye."

15 THE COW SSI ON: Aye.

16 MR. SPANGLER: Opposed. The ayes have it. Thank
17  you.

18 W have no waivers before the Conm ssion for

19  Cctober.
20 And on to waiver of basic training, waiver to
21 attend another acadeny. Johnson County Sheriff's
22 Ofice, are you here? Request that Justin H Arnold,
23 hired Cctober 6, 2019, be allowed to attend Walters
24  State Community College -- Community Basic Police
25  Acadeny Coll ege in January 2020. M. Arnold previously
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1 attended the THP Basic Acadeny on February 1 of '14.
2 M. Arnold was injured and withdrew from THP Basic

3 Acadeny the following day. M. Arnold has been a

4 reserve deputy for some tinme while al so working

5 full-time as a Gritical Care Paranmedic in Johnson

6 County, Tennessee.

7 Good norning, gentlenen.

8 MR, BROMN. Good norning, sir.

9 MR, ARNCLD: Good norni ng.

10 MR. SPANGLER. WII| you introduce yourself for
11  the Comm ssion, please.

12 MR. BROAN. Shawn Brown, investigator with the
13 Sheriff's Ofice representing the agency, and Justin
14  Arnol d.

15 MR, SPANGLER  Thank you. WII tell us alittle
16 bit nore about your situation here.

17 MR. BROMN. Go ahead and explain to him

18 MR. ARNOLD: | had started the H ghway Patro

19 Acadeny. | come in with an ankle injury, and I
20 attenpted to do it, but I just couldn't do all of the
21  physical requirements at that tine a hundred percent
22 wWth ny ankle injury. So | decided to | eave on that
23 second day because | couldn't give it a hundred
24  percent.
25 MR. SPANGLER  Any questions fromthe

www.huseby.com Huseby, Inc. Regional Centers 800-333-2082

Charlotte ~ Atlanta ~ Washington, DC ~ New York ~ Houston ~ San Francisco


http://www.huseby.com

PEACE OFFICER STANDARDS AND TRAINING COMMISSION

Committee Meeting on 10/18/2019 Page 10

1 conmm ssioners?

2 MR. FORRESTER. Mbdtion to approve.

3 MR HULSEY: Second.

4 MR. SPANGLER: We've got a notion and a second.

5 Al in favor say "aye."

6 THE COW SSI ON: Aye.

7 MR SPANGLER: Opposed. The ayes have it.

8 CGent | emen, thank you.

9 MR BROWN. Thank you.

10 MR. ARNCLD: Thank you.

11 MR. SPANGLER: \aiver of basic training,

12 University of Tennessee Canpus Police Departnent.

13 Request that Derrick D. Times, hired Septenber 16,

14 2019, be allowed to attend the P.O.S. T. Transition at
15  TLETA in March 2020. M. Times graduated fromthe

16  Arkansas Law Enforcenment Training Acadeny on August 4,
17  2017. M. Times was a full-tinme officer for the Hel ena
18 Police Department and the Cl arendon Police Depart nent
19 in Arkansas. M. Times will need a six-nonth

20 In-Service Waiiver. In addition, M. Tines wll also
21 need to conplete an additional sixteen hours of EVOC
22 training and an additional eight hours of Defensive

23  Tactics.

24 Good norni ng.

25 MR KNIGHT: Good norning.
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1 MR SPANGLER: W/ I you introduce yourself for

2 the conm ssioners, please.

3 MR KNIGHT: ['mArley Knight. |'mthe assistant
4 chief wth the UT Health Science Center in Menphis.

5 MR TIMES: [|'mofficer Derrick Tines.

6 MR. SPANGLER: Thank you. Anything el se you need
7 to add to what | just read off?

8 MR KNIGHT: No, sir. W -- other than we

9 have -- |'ve spoken to Menphis PD as far as getting his
10 training that he's going to need for the EVOC and the
11  Defensive Tactics.

12 MR SPANGLER: Ckay. So he's not done any of the
13 EVOC or Defensive Tactics, correct?

14 MR KNIGHT: Yes, sir.

15 MR SPANGLER: Any questions?

16 MR FORRESTER: Mdtion to approve.

17 MR RUSSELL: Second.

18 MR SPANGLER: We've got a notion and a second to
19 approve. Any further discussion?
20 Al'l in favor say "aye."
21 THE COW SSI ON:  Aye.
22 MR SPANGLER: Opposed. Ayes have it.
23 Thank you, gentl enen.
24 MR KNIGHT: Thank you all.
25 MR, SPANGLER: Vanderbilt University Public
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1 Safety request that Phillip A VanGessel -- | hope |

2 pronounced that correct -- hired Septenber 16, 2019, be
3 allowed to attend the P.O.S.T. transition school in

4  TLETA in March 2020. M. VanGessel graduated fromthe
5 Louisiana State Police Basic Law Enforcenent Acadeny in
6 April 6, 2015. He worked as a full-tine Louisiana

7 State Trooper fromhis graduation until Septenber 13,

8 2019. He will need a six-nonth waiver. |In-Service

9 \Vaiver, I'msorry.

10 Good norning, Gentlenen.

11 MR LANIER  Good norning.

12 MR VANGESSEL: Good nor ni ng.

13 MR, SPANGLER:  Wbuld you introduce yourself to

14  the conm ssioners, please.

15 MR GRISHAM Captain Horace Lanier, GDI

16  Vanderbilt University Police Departnent.

17 MR VANGESSEL: Phillip Anthony VanGessel

18 MR, SPANGLER: Good norning. Anything you need

19 to -- would like to add?
20 MR LANTER W're just asking that M. VanCGesse
21 be allowed to go to transition school in the next March
22  class of 2020. He's been working now as a security
23 officer until we can get himthrough the acadeny.
24 MR, SPANGLER: Any questions fromthe
25  comm ssioners?
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1 MR UNDERWOCD:  You al so need a six-nonth waiver

2 fromthe Conm ssion, | believe. |Is that correct?

3 MR. GRI SHAM  Yes.

4 MR LANIER | submtted it.

5 MR WAGNER: I'll make a notion to approve.

6 MR RUSSELL: Second.

7 MR SPANGLER: We've got a notion and a second to
8 approve. Any further discussion?

9 All in favor say "aye."

10 THE COW SSI ON: Aye.

11 MR SPANGLER: Opposed. Ayes have it.

12 Thank you, gentl enen.

13 MR. LANIER  Thank you.

14 MR SPANGLER: There's no waivers for the waiver
15 of in-service rule from Cctober.

16 Movi ng on, waiver six-nonth rule. Dyersburg

17  Police Departnment request a six-nonth waiver for

18 Katelyn -- help me out here.

19 MR JOAERS: Katelyn Shifflett.
20 MR. SPANGLER: Katelyn, okay. Katelyn Shifflett.
21  Mss Shifflett was hired by this agency on March 11,
22 2019, and is currently attending TLETA. Mss Shifflett
23 is unable to conplete the Defensive Tactics training
24 due to a nedical condition but has been approved to
25 return to TLETA at a later date to conplete that
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1 portion of her training. In addition, the agency wll
2 have to request an additional six-nmonth waiver to
3 ensure that the agency and she remain in P.O S T.
4  conpliance.
5 Good norni ng.
6 MR JONERS: Good norning.
7 MR SPANGLER: WII you introduce yourself,
8 please.
9 MR. JONERS: Yes. Lieutenant Kenny Jowers,
10  Dyersburg Police Departnent.
11 MR, SPANGLER: Anything you' d like to add to
12 that?
13 MR JOMNERS: No, sir. She -- | spoke with
14  Oficer Shifflett. Her nmedical condition will require
15 us to extend another six-nonth waiver about February.
16 At that time she should be conpleted with her pregnancy
17 at that tine.
18 MR CRISHAM It's a nom nedical waiver.
19 MR FORRESTER: Mbtion to approve.
20 MR WAGGONER:  Second.
21 MR. SPANGLER: We've got a notion, second to
22  approve. Any further discussion?
23 All in favor say "aye."
24 THE COW SSI ON:  Aye.
25 MR SPANGLER: (Opposed. The ayes have it. Thank
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1 you.
2 MR. JONERS: Thank you.
3 MR SPANGLER: Moving al ong, new busi ness or
4 items for discussion. No waivers for October 2019.
5 Applications for training officer. P.OST.
6 investigators have reviewed five applications for
7 training officers, and they appear to neet the criteria
8 for approval. The officers listed: WIIliam Crawford,
9 WIIliam Dickey, WIIiam Morehead, Justus Perigo, and
10 Jerry W/ des.
11 MR RUSSELL: Mdtion to approve.
12 MR WRI GHT:  Second.
13 MR. SPANGLER: Ckay. Those officers wll need a
14  one-year waiver for that to be conpleted. So we still
15 have a notion for that?
16 MR, RUSSELL: Mbtion.
17 MR WRI GHT:  Second.
18 MR SPANGLER. We've got a notion and second to
19 approve. Al in favor say "aye."
20 THE COW SSI ON:  Aye.
21 MR SPANGLER: Opposed. The ayes have it.
22 Curriculumand tests, specialized training
23 curriculum P.QO S T. investigators have revi ewed 140
24 in-service and specialized training classes this nonth,
25 and they appear to be in order, nmeet, or exceed m ninum
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1 standards set forth by the P.OS. T. training

2 requirenents. They have nade note if these training

3 offerings neet the P.OS. T. requirenents for Firearnms,
4 EVCC, Mental Illness, and CSA

5 MR. WRIGHT: Motion to approve.

6 MR. JACKSON: Second.

7 MR. SPANGLER: Got a notion and a second to

8 approve. Any further discussion?

9 Al'l in favor say "aye."

10 THE COW SSI ON: Aye.

11 MR. SPANGLER  (Opposed. The ayes have it.

12 Applications for certified instructor. P.O S T.
13 Investigators have reviewed 13 applications for

14 certified instructor, and they appear to be in order
15 and neet the m nimum standards, and they have conplete
16 the mninumhours in attendance of required courses.
17 The instructors listed below, if any, wll be inforned
18 they have one year to conplete Instructor Devel opment
19 or approved substitute. Oficers listed request a
20 waiver of one-year training officer requirement. Any
21 request a waiver of the five-year training officer
22 requirenents, please see the supporting docunents. W
23  have those on file, | think.
24 MR MNES. Yes, sir.
25 MR. SPANGLER |'Il entertain a notion.
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1 MR WRIGHT: Mbtion to approve.
2 MR. PARTIN:. Second.
3 MR. SPANGLER We've got a notion to approve.
4  Any further discussion?
5 Al'l in favor say "aye."
6 THE COW SSI ON: Aye.
7 MR. SPANGLER  (Opposed. The ayes have it.
8 Vi ver of the eight nmonth rule. No waiver
9 Movi ng al ong. Waiver for medical. No waivers,
10 no requests.
11 Waiver -- there's no waivers for mlitary |eave.
12 A d business. Bluff Cty Police Departnent
13 request that Kinme Birchfield, hired Septenber 4th,
14 2019, be allowed to attend P.O. S. T. transition school
15 at TLETA in March 2020. M. Birchfield attended TLETA
16 and graduated in February 1979. M. Birchfield worked
17 for the Elizabethton Police Department from 1978
18 through 1982; Carter County Sheriff's Departnent from
19 1982 through 1984; Johnson Cty Police Departnent from
20 1984 to 2008; and Gate City Virginia Police Departnent
21 from 2011 to 2014. M. Birchfield wll need a
22  six-nmonth in-service waiver. And it's not -- | don't
23 know if it's on your-all's or not, but he's out of the
24  five year by six and a half nonths.
25 Good norning, gentlenen.
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1 MR DEPEW Good norning, sir. |'mChief Geg

2 Depew at the Bluff Cty Police Departnent, and |

3 appreciate the opportunity and honor to be before you

4 today to ask for M. Birchfield, Oficer Birchfield, to

5 get a waiver based on his experience, 33 years of tota

6 law enforcenent, and what he can bring to our

7 departnment would be a real asset to us. W're an

8 eight-man department. |It's been a struggle over the

9 last couple of years. At times we've been down to

10 three people. W just sent three through the acadeny,

11  had one conme back and resign. |'ve hired another guy

12 who's in the process now. He goes through the acadeny

13 class next comng up. And we've kind of been in a

14 really tough situation. So we had the opportunity to

15 bring M. Birchfield on, and we were needing a waiver

16 to where he could go and certified and hel p us out.

17 MR SPANGLER. M. Mnes, you got sonething you

18 to add to that also?

19 MR MNES: [|'mnot sure, Chief, is this a waiver

20 to ask himnot to attend transition --

21 MR DEPEW What | would like, sir, if that's

22  possible, I would request that we could do that based

23 on his experience. And -- and, two, you know, what our

24  departnent's been through here over the last year and a

25 half, it's been extrenely hard and difficult. | know
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1 every departnment suffers the same thing trying to hire
2 people and what we go through, but in a small town

3 we've -- like | said, we've put three through the

4 acadeny, and we're going to have to send another one

5 now because we had one just resign. So that's a total
6 of four. And we just got back to eight people. And it
7 would be an asset to us if we could get hima waiver to
8 where we could be -- you know, he wouldn't have to go

9 for the three weeks, if that's possible.

10 MR. SPANGLER: Any questions fromthe

11 conm ssioners?

12 MR. RUSSELL: So he's not enforced any laws in

13 the state of Tennessee since 2008; is that correct?

14 MR DEPEW Yeah. He -- when we hired him he

15 started doing code enforcenment for us, and that's what
16 he's been doing for our department, but no. He was a
17 chief of police in Gate City for three years.

18 MR RUSSELL: Okay. So the last tinme he actually
19 worked in law enforcenment in the state of Tennessee was
20 in 2008.
21 MR DEPEW That's correct.
22 MR, RUSSELL: Okay.
23 MR, SPANGLER:  Any ot her questions?
24 MR WAGGONER: He's still certified? You're just
25 inactive; is that right?
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1 MR. DEPEW Go ahead.

2 MR CRISHAM He's attenpting to reactivate his

3 certification. He's alittle bit over the five-year

4 rule.

5 MR, WAGGONER: Barely outside.

6 MR, DEPEW He's about six nmonths, if ['m

7 correct.

8 MR, Bl RCHFI ELD: That's correct.

9 MR. GRISHAM And he has obviously served on the
10 P.OS T. Commssion for that six nonths if you want
11 to --

12 MR WAGGONER I'Il nmake a notion to approve.

13 MR, RUSSELL: |'Ill second it.

14 MR, SPANGLER  Ckay. We've got a notion and

15 second. And Conm ssioner \Waggoner, clarify your

16 nmotion, what it is.

17 MR, WAGGONER: That he be granted a waiver to

18 Dbypass the transition school. | mean, he's got 33

19 years. He's got six nonths on the P.OS. T. So he's

20 really --

21 MR. SPANGLER: So he doesn't have to attend.

22 MR WAGGONER Right. That's ny feeling about

23 it

24 MR, UNDERWOOD: | think we're giving credit --

25 what you're saying is you're giving himcredit for
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1 service for the P.O S. T. Comm ssion --
2 MR. WAGGONER:  Ri ght.
3 MR. UNDERWOOD: -- to help fill that six-nmonth
4 gap regarding the lapse with his activation of
5 certification, which I know -- | know this difference
6 is apples and oranges. |In Firefighting Conm ssion we
7 give credit for working in the fire service. Wrking
8 in the Conm ssion would be considered service to that
9 profession. So there are other professions that do
10 this. | think that woul d be acceptable.
11 MR FORRESTER If that's the case then he
12 wouldn't need a waiver for transition school.
13 MR. SPANGLER  Correct. | think that's what
14 they're just -- they're doing a waiver asking for the
15 request on the transition, asking for the request of
16 the recertification.
17 MR, UNDERWOOD: Recertification.
18 MR. GRISHAM Have you done in-service? Have you
19 done your in-service?
20 MR, BIRCHFIELD: | have not this year, no.
21 MR. DEPEW W can take care of that asap.
22 MR, Bl RCHFI ELD: Wen we get back.
23 MR. UNDERWOOD: And that could be part of the
24  condition of the notion.
25 MR. SPANGLER  You want to add that?
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1 MR WAGGONER: Yeah, we'll add that. |f he does
2 his in-service as soon as possible.

3 MR. DEPEW W did the V acadeny, so | can take

4 that as soon as we get back to the department. And

5 we're doing our Firearnms com ng up soon, so all of that
6 wll be taken care of.

7 MR WAGGONER: So I'Il amend ny notion to include
8 that.

9 MR. SPANGLER: And Conmi ssioner, your second, you
10 go along with that?

11 MR RUSSELL: |'magood with that.

12 MR. SPANGLER: W have a notion and second. Any
13 further discussion?

14 All in favor say "aye."

15 THE COW SSI ON: Aye.

16 MR. SPANGLER: Opposed. The ayes have it. Thank
17  you.

18 MR. DEPEW On behal f of nyself and the police

19 departnent, we thank you guys. Thanks.
20 MR. SPANGLER: Thank you.
21 Wll, I"'msorry, that's the last we have on our
22 agenda unl ess anybody has anything el se.
23 MR UNDERWOCD: Well, we do have sone
24 admnistration stuff.
25 MR SPANGLER  Ckay.
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1 MR. UNDERWOOD: |'m sorry.

2 MR. SPANGLER: No, you're fine.

3 MR. UNDERWOOD: Director Gisham you're first.

4 MR GRISHAM First of all, and | probably should

5 have nentioned this under new business, but while we

6 were on the topic of the Vanderbilt officer comng to

7 transition school, it's a long practice. Just to

8 explain to you-all, and we'll go over this in our class

9 in Novenber, but |'ve been working a long tine under

10 the previous comm ssion's know edge w th Bel nont

11  University that there was a special statute in

12  Tennessee attached to the state university and col |l ege

13 that you -- that allows certain private universities to

14 develop P.OS T. certified |aw enforcenment agencies

15 wth the cooperation of their |ocal executive.

16 So Vanderbilt was the first with cooperation of

17  Metro Nashville Police Departnment. There are three

18 others. There are about six universities eligible for

19 this that aren't taking advantage of it. There will --

20 | think Belnont is seeking an alteration of the statute

21 to include their canpus population in the enabling

22 statute.

23 But what |I'mgetting at is they have two formally

24  P.OS. T. certified command staff there. |In fact, both

25 of themworked at Vanderbilt University, their chief
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1 and assistant chief. If it's okay with you, I'm--

2 we're going to, if we have space available, let them

3 come to transition school in anticipation of them

4 becomng a PPOS T certifiedentity. It has to be

5 worked out with Chief Anderson at Metro Nashville as to

6 whether he's going to go along with it, but he has with

7 Vanderbilt so long as they have the sane training as

8 any other P.OS. T. certified entity.

9 So I'mjust informng you I"'mtrying to work with
10 themto get themin the next transition school because
11 they're right at the ten-year level in their service,
12 Mss Marlene Hall and -- Cunni nghanf
13 MS. FAULKNER:  Cunni ngham
14 MR GRISHAM  Cunningham | think Conm ssioner
15  Faul kner would be famliar with them So just letting
16 you know that's out there, and | nay present that to
17  you next nonth.

18 M5. FAULKNER.  Excuse ne.

19 MR GRISHAM  Yes.

20 M5. FAULKNER: | don't know how to work this

21 thing. They have a canpus in Franklin, and so they'll

22  be covered there as well, right?

23 MR GRI SHAM Yes.

24 M5. FAULKNER  Ckay.

25 MR GRISHAM And | think their intention is just
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1 to have the command staff, the top three P.OS. T.

2 certified right now And there's been -- they have a
3 major crine that they've been investigating along wth
4 Metro Nashville and it would have been a lot easier if
5 they had a liaison ongoing.

6 And for those of you that aren't famliar, they

7 are alnost contiguous with Vanderbilt's canpus in

8 downtown Nashville in a very high crime area, and |'ve
9 worked with themfor years thinking that they shoul d
10  probably have a canpus | aw enforcenent agency that's
11 nore than just private security. That's what that's
12 all about.

13 I n Novenber, we will be -- as you know, we'll be
14 convening in Gatlinburg at the Edgewater Hotel. W're
15 doing a GDI school there, and we will have about a

16  hundred training officers fromall over the state, and
17 all of you are wel come and encouraged to attend the

18 norning session of the GDI school. W're going to go
19 through P.OS. T. rules fromAto Z vyou know, the
20 history and the practice. It should be informative to
21 you. And that afternoon there will be a formal --
22 MR. UNDERWOOD: There's the afternoon 1 o' clock
23 there will be a formal hearing before the ful
24 conm ssi on.
25 MR GRISHAM The GDI school will continue on
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1 going into the conputer work and all of the things you
2 don't need to know about, but the norning will be quite
3 beneficial to you. Formal hearing in the afternoon.

4 You'reinvited to attend the training officers banquet
5 that night if you want to or it's on your own. And

6 we'll have a business nmeeting Friday norning right

7 there in downtown Gatlinburg.

8 It's a pretty good venue. |f you hadn't gotten

9 your reservations, they've renodel ed the roons, and

10 it's walking distance to everything you want to do

11 downtown. W have a room block if you haven't gotten
12 your reservations.

13 Also, we wll soon publish -- | know a coupl e of
14  you have asked me. We will soon publish the neeting

15 dates for next year. There are three dates that wll
16 Dbe altered fromthe normal -- is it third Friday of

17 each nonth due to graduations at the -- at the TLETA
18 and if you want nme in the March neeting you'll have to
19 nove that. |If you don't want me that's fine, but |
20 usually don't mss these. So we'll -- we'll publish
21 those shortly. But with the exception of March, June,
22 and Decenber, it's the third Friday of each nonth, if
23 you want to go and start penciling those in.
24 MR, UNDERWOCD: The Departnent of Commerce and
25 Insurance has a new conm ssioner, Hodgen Mainda. He is
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1 comng from Chattanooga. He previously worked in

2 econom c devel opnent there and has noved over to take

3 over as conmissioner. There's been sone reorgani zation

4 wthin the department a little bit, but we were

5 still -- P.OS T. Conmmissionis still assigned to the

6 departnment and it will representing you, providing

7 legal services and other admnistrative functions for

8 all fiscal and adm nistrative and ot herw se.

9 | have spoken with the Governor's office

10 regarding the notice of hearing for rule updates. They

11  have -- they had sone questions. |'ve answered those.

12 | hope to hear soon. Unless |I'"'mable to file the rules

13 wth the Secretary of State on Tuesday, we will not be

14 able to neet the 52-day deadline for the Decenber

15 nmeeting. So it likely looks |ike the rul emaking

16 hearing will be in January. And we're trying to -- you

17 can see this agenda was kind of slow today. W were

18 hoping to have a rul enmaking hearing. | wll try to

19 find a day. |If it's not January, it will be February,

20  but one of those day it's not full with waivers and

21 everything that we sit through so you won't have to be

22  here for 10 hours. But we'll work to get to that

23 process. | wll provide an update in November, | hope,

24  regarding the deadline of that.

25 MR GRISHAM And the last thing, | net with the
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1 Governor's policy people. Probably next year -- we'll
2 talk alot about this at the training session, but one
3 of the things we're not tracking that is a detrinment to
4 the citizens of the state, we're not tracking

5 adequately part-time tenporary reserve auxiliary

6 officers. Qur best estination, there's six or seven

7 thousand of those out there. They do fall under

8 P.OS T guidance. Al of the rules apply to them

9 But unless we have additional personnel, we can't

10 adequately have themreport like full-tine officers.

11 It's ny desire to nake that happen soon. So we nmay

12 float legislation to add to our staff and then require
13 each agency to submt those just like a new full-time
14  officer so we know the population, we know that they're
15 getting their training, and we enforce it. So that's
16 all | have.

17 MR. SPANGLER: For the formal hearing for next

18 nmonth will be on that Thursday, correct?

19 MR UNDERWOCD: That is correct. At 1 o'clock
20 that Thursday. So the full commssion -- it would not
21  be the informal. It would be the whole comm ssion
22 would be invited. It would be a quorumfor the
23 hearing.
24 It wll be in front of a, ALJ. We will be -- as
25 part of the reorganization process, we wll be using
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1 ALJs for hearings going forward, | believe, is the
2 intent. W're still working our that process. But
3 they're judges fromthe Secretary of State's office
4 that will sit and make determ nations regarding
5 evidence and witnesses and swearing and so forth. They
6 are the unpire of calling balls and strikes, but the
7 Commssion is still the ultimte determ nator of facts
8 in determnation of policy and any disciplinary action
9 to be taken.
10 MR WAGGONER: What tine is the earlier nmeeting?
11 MR GRI SHAM  8: 30.
12 MR WAGGONER: 8:30. (Ckay.
13 MR CGRISHAM And there's |ight breakfast
14  provided at that.
15 MR, WAGGONER: That's on the 14th, right?
16 MR. UNDERWOOD: Yeah. [It's planned for two days.
17  Hearing planned for two days.
18 MR GRISHAM \Wednesday ni ght and stay Thursday
19 night. W'Ill start at -- well, | guess, yeah, 8:30 or
20 9:00. 9:00 is what | got down.
21 MR UNDERWOCD: Eastern tine.
22 MR. GRISHAM Eastern, yeah
23 MR SPANGLER: Yeah. It will be different from
24  this tine, nost definitely. So we're going to -- we're
25 ~going to have some neetings ourselves as far as the
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1 Board then also with the -- the P.OS. T. rules and what
2 have you.

3 MR. GRI SHAM  Yes.

4 MR SPANGLER: Wth the GDI schooling.

5 MR. UNDERWOCD: And at that point if I"'mable to

6 filethe rules, I'll be able to provide you all updates
7 of the future changes and the future what's proposed.

8 You'll have a red line. You'll see where the current

9 rules have been -- what's changed in the current rules
10 versus what's going to be the proposed changes and so
11 forth,

12 MR GRISHAM And |'Il cover themas we go by.

13 MR. SPANGLER: Does anybody have anything el se?

14 |I'msorry that the neeting went so short and quick

15 MR RUSSELL: |'ve just got brief question. |f

16 we start tracking the auxiliary and reserve officers,
17 is there a way to also include constables in that?

18 MR GRISHAM They don't fall within -- within

19 the -- within the guidelines of P.OS. T. due to their
20 definition in not being full-tinme in the prevention,
21 detection, and crine act, potential defenders and
22  enployee of a political subdivision or a nunicipality.
23 MR RUSSELL: Would reserve officers have that
24  same definition?
25 MR GRISHAM No. They -- they -- they are a --

www.huseby.com Huseby, Inc. Regional Centers 800-333-2082

Charlotte ~ Atlanta ~ Washington, DC ~ New York ~ Houston ~ San Francisco


http://www.huseby.com

PEACE OFFICER STANDARDS AND TRAINING COMMISSION

Committee Meeting on 10/18/2019 Page 31

1 an enployee of the -- they work in support of a

2 full-time officer ina-- in that departnent.

3 Constables are kind of floating around out here. Now,
4 thereis -- there's new statutory gui dance that

5 requires full 40-hour in-service for constables.

6 MR, RUSSELL: Yeah, ny thing is we got a bunch of
7 people out there that's carrying a gun and a patrol

8 car, and | would like to see us, you know, maybe

9 grandfather the ones we got in, and the new ones com ng
10  in have to be P.OS. T. certified or something in the

11 future.

12 MR GRISHAM For many of ny years |'ve gone

13  before the General Assenbly and testified as to the

14  desires of the Commssion. | haven't asked you-al

15 specifically, but every comm ssion has said full

16  420- hour basic, they need to have that first before

17 they have | aw enforcenent authority. And there's a

18 hodgepodge in the state of -- of constables, sone with
19 law enforcenment authority, some without.
20 MR, UNDERWOOD: Sone with weapons.
21 MR CGRISHAM Sone with weapons, some w thout.
22  Some just civil process. Some counties have voted to
23 do away with them They are no |onger constitutional
24  officers. They were renoved fromthe constitution in
25 the '"80s. So -- but they exist out there, and they
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1 have just resisted that full basic is -- is the issue.

2 The training they have to have is -- is -- there's a

3 fewconstables that are P.OS. T. certified. They

4  happen to be a deputy sonewhere. But the -- but their

5 statute requires themto have whatever training is

6 deened adequate by their -- the constables association

7 or the constable council and -- but |ast year General

8 Assenbly said they have to have full 40 hours from here

9 on, full 40-hour in-service each year

10 MR UNDERWOCD: But there's no bilatera

11  requirenment |like there would be for the sheriff's

12 office. The sheriff you have to be P.OS. T. certified

13 prior to being on the sheriff's ballot. Council didn't

14 require it for the Constables for that.

15 MR RUSSELL: | just know they're a bit help in

16 some of these rural counties and distressed counties,

17 and | think that they are valuable to the |ocal

18 sheriff's offices and police departnents for backup

19 and hopefully 1'd like to see themunder some sort of

200 P.OS. T. guidelines or something. | knowit's going to

21 be alittle bit of resistance, but | think we

22 grandfather the ones we got in and try to work to --

23 MR UNDERWOCD: That's kind of what | think

24  happened with the sheriffs years ago.

25 MR GRISHAM Yeah. | nean, they started out not
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1 needing P.OS T. certification, and they very nuch
2 wanted it, so -- and that's -- that's a true -- you
3 know, true observation that -- you know, | do a | ot of
4  court assessments. One of the -- one of the
5 economcally depressed counties, Fentress County,
6 wouldn't have a court officer if the constable didn't
7 do that function. So, | nmean, we can look at it.
8 MR RUSSELL: Al right. Thanks.
9 MS. FAULKNER: | couldn't tell if you saw ne or
10 not. Are you going to request or do you need the
11  support for this legislation fromthe Chief's and
12 Sheriff's Association?
13 MR GRISHAM We would ask themfor it. | nean
14 it certainly doesn't need to be a hardship. The prior
15 conmssion really wanted to take a hard | ook at whet her
16 we were going to have themat all, and we were going to
17  poll and make sure, you know, who was utilizing them
18 who depended on them But the horror story is | don't
19 want Tennessee to end up |ike Cklahoma in that textbook
20 case of the very benevol ent special deputy that gave
21 thousands of dollars to that agency, outfitted them
22  wth TASERs, and then never bothered to learn howto
23 use that TASER properly, ends run killing somebody with
24 a service weapon instead of the TASER Sinply a |ack
25 of training. So his great service to that departnent
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1 ends up with mllions of dollars of liability, and

2 that's -- we have people like that working in

3 Tennessee, and we only know about it if we audit. So

4 that's -- there are people who are dependi ng on

5 part-time officers to run an entire departnent and, you
6 know, we need to decide whether that's right or not.

7 MR. SPANGLER:  Anybody el se?

8 MR WAGGONER: | know the part-time officer thing
9 isin the northern part of the country being fromthe
10 railroad police, alot of railroad police are also

11 part-tinme officers in the nmunicipalities and all that,
12 but they met the standards and all of that, all of the
13 P.O S T. standards. |It's not that way down south, but
14 it's that way --

15 MR GRISHAM It's a cottage industry here to

16  work special events in Nashville and with part-tine

17 officers, and we've had agencies that, you know, to our
18  know edge, have less than 10 full-tine officers, but

19 they've got dozens of part-time officers that they're
20  not really serving that community there --
21 MR WAGGONER: Yeah. W had one or two --
22 MR GRISHAM -- held in credentials --
23 MR WAGGONER: Last neeting we had a couple in
24  that position.
25 MR CGRISHAM So, | nean --
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1 MR. WAGGONER: The public doesn't understand an

2 officer is an officer, part-tine or otherw se.

3 MR GRISHAM We're not able to enforce the

4 fact -- their -- their definitionis to be in support

5 of full-tine officers. Does that really nean they're

6 the ones patrolling and then the full-tine officer's

7 asleep? | mean, is that really the issue?

8 MR WAGGONER: Well, the departnment only has one

9 active person and then they work nights usually.

10 MR GRISHAM Yeah. | nean, | see howif | were
11 a chief or a sheriff, if I'd use part-time officers,

12 1'd only hire full-time officers fromel sewhere to work
13 for ne, and that's -- that's done. | know that's done.
14 MR. UNDERWOOD: In the proposed rules, we

15 changed -- we would -- because we're increasing the

16  hours for the mninumbasic training for full-tine

17 officers for 400 to 480, the request is also in the

18 rules to increase the 80 hours to 120 hours for the

19 part-tinme, but still is that sufficient? You know,
20 that's what you're getting, 40 extra hours. Wat
21 they're asking is the sane as the full-tinme officer a
22 lot of tines.
23 MR GRISHAM And with our practice, you know, we
24 don't let full-time officers work alone. They work
25 with a certified officer until they make it through the
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1 basic acadeny. So we're letting part-tine officers go
2 through 120 hours of training and then work al one.
3 It's just there's, you know, an inherent difficulty
4  there.
5 MR, SPANGLER.  Well, | think -- | think the
6 nunber one goal for every agency ought to be that
7 nmake sure we don't get caught up in that nunber one
8 lawsuit in failure to train. That's where we can get
9 all of us in trouble.
10 MR. UNDERWOOD: That's probably our |argest
11  public records request as far as we get requests all
12 the tine on officers training, especially on events and
13  lawsuits. Plaintiffs' attorneys -- plaintiffs'
14 attorneys are always reaching out to us to find those
15 records.
16 MR SPANGLER:  Anybody else? If not, "Il
17 entertain a notion to adjourn.
18 MR RUSSELL: Make a notion.
19 MR WRI GHT:  Second.
20 MR. SPANGLER: And we're adjourned. Thank you
21 (This proceedi ng was concl uded at 10:07 a.m)
22 - -
23
24
25
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1 CERTI FI CATE OF REPORTER
2
STATE OF TENNESSEE )
j COUNTY OF DAVI DSON ;
5 I, Cicely More, Court Reporter, certify that I

6 was authorized to and did stenographically report the

7 proceedings at the tine and place described herein; that
8 the transcript is a true and conplete record of said

9 pr oceedi ngs.

10 Dated this 30th day of October, 2019.

11

12

Cicely More
14 Certified Court Reporter
State of Tennessee
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