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Tenn. Code Ann. § 68-102-133 
 

 

The commissioner shall, annually, on or before February 15, transmit to the governor a full report of the commissioner’s 
proceedings under this chapter, and such statistics as the commissioner may wish to include in the report, for the year previous. The 
commissioner shall also recommend any amendments to the law that, in the commissioner’s judgment, are deemed advisable. The 
report of the commissioner shall include a full and complete report of all collections made and all expenditures and for what 
purposes they were made and to whom paid. 
 
 

Overview of State Fire Marshal’s Office Operations 
The mission of the Division of Fire Prevention, also known as the Tennessee State Fire Marshal’s Office (SFMO), is to 
reduce the loss of life and property from fire and explosions in Tennessee. The SFMO and its 8 sections remain 
committed to protecting the safety of Tennesseans and their property through fire prevention, education, codes 
enforcement, inspection, regulation, and investigation. Each section of the SFMO incorporates one or more of these 
functions which aligns our focus and provides vision for the future.  

The Education & Outreach Section assists the fire service, elected officials, and the communities they serve, to realize 
the potential economic incentives of fire prevention by measuring trends, setting benchmarks, analyzing data, and 
compiling comprehensive loss reports. This section serves as a resource for fire prevention education and also oversees 
the registration and fire loss reporting for all fire departments across the state. The Fire Investigations Section, formerly 
known as the Bomb & Arson Section, provides expert assistance to local communities for investigations involving losses 
of property and life. This section will continue to assist other agencies including local fire service and law enforcement 
with specialized resources to determine the cause, origin, and circumstance of all fires in Tennessee. The sections of 
Codes Enforcement, Residential-Electrical-Marina Inspections, and Manufactured Housing & Modular Building ensure all 
engineered environments are designed and constructed to applicable standards and codes which reduce the 
susceptibility of buildings to fire. The Tennessee Fire Service and Codes Enforcement Academy (TFACA) and the 
Commission on Firefighting Personnel Standards and Education are tasked with training and certification of firefighters 
in Tennessee. Both TFACA and the Commission serve to promote professionalism and competency throughout the fire 
service. Lastly, the Administrative Services Section provides support for the SFMO in the areas of budgeting and 
purchasing while overseeing the processing for approximately 20 types of permits, licenses, and certificates. 

In working towards our mission, the SFMO interacts with the general public, 
elected officials, the fire service, and many regulated industries on a daily 
basis. The SFMO also works alongside the Tennessee Mutual Aid System and 
Tennessee Emergency Management Agency (TEMA) to ensure continuity and 
resources are met for fire service operations during widespread disasters.  
 

Fire Prevention Division Sections 
 

Education & Outreach 
Fire Investigations 
Codes Enforcement 
Residential–Electrical–Marina Inspections 
Manufactured Housing & Modular Building 
TFACA 
Firefighting Commission 
Administrative Services 
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State of the State 
 

Tennessee’s fire fatalities and mortality rate continue to be the primary focus of the SFMO. Individual fire prevention 
efforts have been successful on a small scale, but to make a more significant impact statewide, the SFMO understands 
there is a need to directly focus on the more vulnerable segments of the population in Tennessee and the immediate 
causes of fire. The SFMO is committed to reducing the fire mortality rate and property loss caused by fire with the 
continued support of crucial stakeholders including the Governor, General Assembly, Commissioner, Department of 
Commerce and Insurance, and the insurance industry, just to name a few. 

Based on a preliminary examination of all available documented fire records, there was an increase in accidental or 
undetermined civilian fire-related fatalities occurring in homes in 2016 from the previous year. Preliminary results show 
that 109 deaths occurred in Tennessee during 2016, representing a 51% increase compared to 2015. The highest total for 
fire-related deaths in the previous 13 year sample period was 2003 with 146 fire fatalities; which ranks 2016 as the 7th 
deadliest year for fire since 2003. These figures do not include statistics from the 2016 wildfires in Sevier County as the 
deaths are still being examined and analyzed. 

However, the overall trend of Tennessee’s fire death rate continues to decline when viewing available historical fire 
records. Fluctuations in the number of fire deaths may occur from year to year so experts measure progress utilizing fire 
death rates of a population over a fixed period of time. Additionally, a state’s population usually changes over time so the 
number of accidental and undetermined civilian fire deaths is measured in proportion to the population. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Preliminary results show that from 2007-2011 to 2012-2016, the fire death rate for Tennessee decreased to 13.54 deaths 
per million equaling a 16% reduction. This decline is the one of the largest in Tennessee’s recorded history and 
approximately 4% greater than the projected reductions for the national rate. The National Fire Protection Association’s 
(NFPA) last report ranked Tennessee 6th in the nation at 17.7 deaths per million1 for the 2006-2010 period. It is expected 
that the NFPA will release new state rankings in 2017 that include the 2011-2015 period and the SFMO anticipates that 
Tennessee will no longer be ranked in the top 10 of states with the highest fire death rates.    

                                                            
1 Tennessee’s 2006-2010 average fire death rate, U.S. Unintentional Fire Death Rates by State, 10/12 
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From 1980 to 2010, a 57.4% reduction in the U.S. fire death rate was recorded with an average of 16% decrease for every 
5 year period. Please note that no information for the year 2000 was included in the data as it was specifically excluded 
from reference periods by the NFPA. Tennessee recorded a 44.5% decline in the rate of fire deaths from 1977-2015 with 
an average rate of reduction of 11% for every 5 year period. Between 2011-2015, Tennessee reduced its fire death rate 
(27.5%) by a greater margin than the U.S. as a whole (12.9%) since 2006-2010. Tennessee’s fire death rate still remains 
above the national average despite positive strides. 

As previously mentioned, the preliminary total for fire-related deaths in 2016 does not include deaths associated with the 
Sevier County wildfires on November 28, 2016. 14 deaths are being attributed to these wildfires and more than 1,500 
commercial and residential structures were completely destroyed by the fires according to current records. Initial property 
loss estimates were over $500 million. As of January 6, 2017, more than 3,900 insurance claims had been submitted in the 
total of $842 million for commercial and residential properties. The total reported property loss from fires for all of 2015 
was $266 million, which is less than a third of the insurance claims for the Sevier County wildfires. The SFMO and other 
agencies remain committed to analyzing available information to aid in the recovery process and the development of 
lessons learned. 

Year 1977-79 1980-84 1985-89 1990-94 1995-99 2001-05 2006-10 2011-15

US Rate 28.2 23 19.8 16.3 12.8 11.2 9.8 8.4

-18.4% -13.9% -17.7% -21.5% -12.5% -12.5% -14.8%

TN Rate N/A 31.9 33.0 27.0 25.5 20.9 17.7 12.8

N/A 3.4% -18.2% -5.6% -18.0% -15.3% -27.5%

% Change from Previous  Period

% Change from Previous  Period

The source for the US rate is NFPA’s 2012 report ‘U.S. Unintentional Fire Death Rates by State’. This report used 
5-year averages to examine the rates of fire deaths, but no 5-year period included the year 2000.  
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Education & Outreach Section 

The SFMO strives to make Tennessee a safe place to live, work, and visit. To achieve this goal, the Education & Outreach 
Section was created in 2015 to coordinate fire prevention efforts for the division. This section is comprised of several key 
components of the SFMO including:  the “Get Alarmed TN!” Smoke Alarm program, the administration of all fire incident 
reporting through the National Fire Incident Reporting System (NFIRS), the upkeep of SFMO’s Fire Fatality Database, the 
administration of all fire department recognitions and assistant to the commissioner designations, and the coordination 
of a state-wide 52-week Fire Prevention Education program. The Education & Outreach Section also serves as the central 
hub of all nationally recognized fire prevention related programs, such as NFPA’s Fire Prevention Week, the annual 
statewide Poster Contest, “Learn Not To Burn”, and many others. The section is charged with tracking trends and 
analyzing patterns related to fires in Tennessee as well. 
 

Get Alarmed Tennessee 

One of the highlights of the SFMO is the “Get Alarmed Tennessee!” smoke alarm distribution and installation program 
that also serves as an education tool. The goal of the “Get Alarmed” program is to provide a basic level of fire prevention 
education and smoke alarm protection for all residents, which has been the primary focus since the program launched in 
November 2012. Through the program, the SFMO distributes smoke alarms to fire departments and community 
organizations to then be installed in at-risk homes across the state. Volunteer installers play a critical role in the home as 
they explain key fire safety tips to residents and 
encourage them to create a home fire escape plan. 

Since its inception, the “Get Alarmed” program has 
distributed over 138,000 smoke alarms to 489 
Tennessee fire departments and community service 
organizations. Over 40,000 homes have received 
smoke alarm installations through “Get Alarmed” 
which is an average of 189 homes per week. “Get 
Alarmed” has been credited with alerting 168 
individuals to the presence of a fire in their home 
demonstrating that working smoke alarms can and 
will save lives. The SFMO wants all Tennesseans to 
have these vital devices in their homes.  
 

State and National Fire Incident Reporting   

T.C.A. § 68-102-132 authorizes the SFMO to gather and analyze information on the magnitude of the state’s fire problem 
as well as the detailed characteristics and trends. State law further authorizes the SFMO to develop uniform data 
reporting methods and to encourage and assist local agencies in developing and reporting data. The SFMO utilizes the 
U.S. Fire Administration’s National Fire Incident Reporting System (NFIRS), a national database providing standard 
incident reporting and analysis software to participating states, to accurately gather and analyze data. More than 700 
fire departments in Tennessee complete detailed incident, casualty, and optional reports for fires and other emergency 
events as they occur. Fire departments forward the completed incident reports to the SFMO’s Tennessee Fire Incident 
Reporting System (TFIRS) where the data is validated and then consolidated into NFIRS. The TFIRS reporting format is 
consistent with the 2001 edition of NFPA Standard 901, "Standard Classifications for Incident Reporting and Fire 
Protection Data”.   
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The following table represents all incidents and dollar loss, as reported via TFIRS, for the 2016 calendar year, but is 
considered preliminary until April 2017 to ensure that all fires reported are complete and accurate: 
 

 
 
 

The TFIRS system also requires reporting fire departments to identify the cause of the fire from 16 standard cause 
categories according to the reported heat source, equipment involved in ignition, and factors contributing to ignition. 
One category is “unknown” which reports the cause as undetermined. Since 2012, the Tennessee fire service has 
reported an average of 50.7% of all structure fires and 34.3% of all fatal structure fires as undetermined. Comparing the 
5-year periods of 2007-2011 to 2012-2016, the average annual number of reported structure fires was reduced by 12.0% 
from 10,340 to 9,098. During that same time period, the average annual property loss decreased by 21.9%. 

Fire Fatality Tracking and Database 

The SFMO maintains a centralized database of all unintentional fire fatalities in Tennessee going back to 2010. The 
purpose of this database is two-fold. First, the database tracks the locations and causes of fatal fires utilizing NFIRS 
reports, the Fire Investigations Section, and other reports from the fire service. Second, the database tracks the 
demographics and behaviors of fatal fire victims, relying on media reports, and death certificates. The database 
ultimately compiles any and all reports that might provide information into the cause and nature of fatal fires in 
Tennessee. Using information stored in the database, the Education & Outreach Section has the ability to analyze 
historical patterns while identifying trends to then develop appropriate educational messages and programs to help 
alleviate Tennessee’s fire death problem.  

 

Reported Incident Type
Reported 
Incidents % of Total

Fire: Structure 9,971 2.1%
Fire: Vehicle 4,450 0.9%
Fire: Other 13,194 2.8%

Fire Subtotal 27,615 5.9%

Explosions 788 0.2%

Rescue: Medical Treatment 301,534 64.0%
Rescue: Others 3,017 0.6%

Rescue Subtotal 304,551 64.6%

False Call: Malicious 1,600 0.3%
False Call: Other 44,179 9.4%

False Call Subtotal 48,458 10.3%

Hazardous Condition 14,253 3.0%
Service Calls 29,988 6.4%
Good Intent Calls 46,247 9.8%
Severe Weather or Natural Disaster 611 0.1%
Special Incident 1,488 0.3%

2016 Total Reported Calls 471,320 100.0%

Total Fire Dollar Loss Reported
Total Dollar Loss Reported

$281,258,777
$288,690,905
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In 2016, there were 76 unintentional fatal fires resulting in 109 civilian fatalities throughout the state. The top known 
cause of the 76 fatal fires was smoking (13.2%), followed by electrical distribution (10.5%), heating (10.5%), cooking 
(7.9%), and open flame/candles (6.6%). The cause was ruled as undetermined in 47.4% of fatal fires in 2016. While there 
was a 51% increase in the number of fire deaths in 2016 from the previous year, the number of fatal fires increased only 
by 27% from 60 to 76.  

The overall average number of victims per fire from 2010-2015 was 1.2, but in 2016 the average jumped to 1.4 victims 
per fire. The increase in 2016 is due to 19 multi-fatality fires including the deadliest structure fire since 2003 that 
claimed the lives of 10 victims. In 2016, there were 19 fires that killed more than one victim. This is a significant hike 
when compared to the period of 2010-2015 when Tennessee averaged only 11 multi-fatality fires annually. Additionally, 
there was an increase in the number of children killed by fires in 2016. There were 28 children aged 17 or younger that 
died as a result of injuries sustained in a structure fire in 2016 compared to only 10 such fatalities in the previous year. 
The average number of child fatalities from structure fires from 2010-2015 was 9.2, which demonstrates the increase as 
well. Part of the increase can be attributed to a single fire that killed 7 children. 

Smoke alarm presence is also a central focus of the fire fatality database. Of the 76 fatal fires recorded in 2016, smoke 
alarms were reported as present in only 27.6% of these residences. In 39.5% of these fires, smoke alarm presence was 
undetermined, while 32.9% had no smoke alarms present.  
 

 

 
 

The average age of unintentional fatal fire victims in Tennessee was 42.5 years old.  The majority of fatal fire victims 
were over the age of 50 (53%), with most of those being between the age of 60 and 80. Children under five years old 
accounted for 16.5% of all fire deaths. The sex of the victims in fatal fires was 54% male (57 victims) and 46% female (49 
victims). Tennessee’s fatal fires occurred in all three grand divisions of the state:  West Tennessee had 20 fatal fires 
(26%), Middle Tennessee had 33 fatal fires (43%), and East Tennessee had 23 fatal fires (30%).2 

                                                            
2 At the time this report was compiled, three victims in an unintentional fatality fire in Macon County in December 2016 had not yet 
been identified. All statistics reported on victim demographics for 2016 do not include these fatalities, though the fire itself is 
counted in 2016’s fatal fire statistics. 
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Fire Department and Firefighter Statistics 
 

691 fire departments are recognized by the SFMO; 672 of these fire departments protect public property and have a 
designated fire response area with 9 protecting solely private property (such as an industrial or commercial facility), 
military facilities, or airports. The remaining recognized fire departments are affiliated with a larger recognized 
department and do not have their own fire response area. Of the 672 fire departments that protect public property, only 
60 (8.9%) are career fire departments where all firefighters receive financial compensation for their services. 525 (78.1%) 
of the public fire departments in Tennessee are staffed entirely by volunteers. The remaining 87 (12.9%) public fire 
departments are staffed by a combination of volunteer and career firefighters. 

The 22,910 total active firefighters consist of 14,679 (64%) volunteers and 7,242 
career firefighters (32%). Therefore, the majority of firefighters in Tennessee are 
volunteers who receive either no compensation or a nominal fee for their 
services. 

 

 

Fire Investigations Section 
 

Effective in 2016, the name of the Bomb & Arson Section was officially changed to the Fire Investigations Section which 
reflects the focus on the SFMO’s core responsibility to determine the cause, origin, and circumstance of all fires in 
Tennessee. Recent statutory changes provide for concurrent jurisdiction with the Tennessee Bureau of Investigations (TBI) 
for incendiary fires. The SFMO and the TBI have signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) to detail the new working 
partnership. The objective is to maintain a high level of collaboration between agencies allowing the most effective 
utilization of specialized resources to best protect the public. 

The Fire Investigations Section will continue to assist local fire service, law enforcement agencies, the TBI, and the Bureau 
of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives (ATF) with specialized investigatory resources to determine the cause and 
origin of all fires across the state while assisting other agencies with investigating arson and related offenses as described 
in T.C.A. § 39-14-301. The section remains available to send special resources such as ATF trained accelerant detection K-
9’s to assist local jurisdictions in their investigations. Specialized equipment, ranging from a mini excavator to portable 
sifting screens, are also available to aid local jurisdictions. The section will be working to expand training and education 
opportunities for local fire departments as well. 

In order to carry out the statutory responsibilities of the Commissioner, T.C.A. § 68-102-101 - § 68-102-111 outlines the 
duties of the deputies and assistants to the commissioner. Deputies to the commissioner are the Fire Investigators of the 
section, formerly known as Bomb & Arson Agents, and they are tasked with assisting in the investigation process. The role 
of assistant to the commissioner is a delegated responsibility of authority to a local designee such as a fire chief or local 
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fire marshal. The local designee has an obligation to investigate the cause, origin, and circumstance of every fire occurring 
in any city or place in this state by which property has been destroyed or damaged, and to notify the Commissioner 
immediately if a fire is of suspicious origin.  

The requirements also outline that a detailed written report of every fire must be submitted to the Commissioner within 
10 days of the occurrence of the fire. Most fire losses, property or life, are deemed accidental. Nonetheless, each 
occurrence of fire is still required to be investigated with the goal of reducing these occurrences of loss. Without continued 
assistance from the Fire Investigations Section, local fire chiefs, and officials would not have the resources to meet the 
requirements of this statute.  

The Fire Investigations Section conducted a 
total of 478 fire/explosive investigations in 
2016. In 2016, the Fire Investigations Section 
closed 223 cases:  

• Closed With Arrest:  14 
• Closed Unfounded:  7 
• Closed by Exceptional Means:  7 
• Avg. incendiary dollar loss per 

Investigation:  $94,180 

In 2016, the Fire Investigations Section 
assisted in making 34 total arrests with an 
arrest rate of 18%. Of those arrests, 33 were 
adult arrests and 1 was a juvenile arrest. 

 

Codes Enforcement Section 
 

The Codes Enforcement Section enforces statewide adopted fire and building construction safety codes and standards to 
afford a reasonable degree of safety to life and property from fire and hazardous incidents. This section oversees the 
design, construction, alteration, and repair of buildings or structures. 

Plans Review and Inspections in 2016:  

• Plan Submittals Received:  829 
• Inspections Performed:  14,648 
• Blasting Inspections Performed:  642 
• Blasting Complaints Received:  295 

 

Inspections for Transient Rental Homes, such as VRBO’s, have been a trending topic throughout the country as residential 
homes are being rented on the open market as overnight rentals. The section has recently reviewed several new rental 
projects that are larger than hotels and have no fire protection features, flammable interior finishes, and no escape 
pathways from second or higher floors. To assure safety measures are being taken in the highest risk categories, the SFMO 
developed new rules to inspect and review the new larger homes under construction which has helped streamline the 
residential building process while also assuring occupant safety. Several town hall meetings were conducted to address 
these complicated issues by utilizing a group of stakeholders including builders, designers, bankers, and owners. 
Thresholds were developed for when a building can be built to the International Residential Code (IRC), and it was 
determined that buildings with 12 or fewer occupants, 3 or fewer stories, and less than 5,000 gross square feet can be 
built to the IRC. Additional rulemaking was conducted in August to adopt the 2012 editions of the current codes. These 

46%

40%

11%

1% 1%

0.05%

0.05%

Cases by Type

Undetermined Fire 46% Incendiary Fire 40%

Accidental Fire 11% Recovery 1%

Suspicious/Unattended Package 1% Hoax .05%

Explosion .05%
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codes were chosen with consent from a stakeholder group that included contractors, engineers, architects, building 
officials, and fire officials. The 2012 codes better align with codes adopted by local governments, making it easier for 
designers and contractors to work in multiple jurisdictions. The new codes reflect the continuing evolution of building 
trends, fire safety systems, and increased energy efficiency standards for commercial buildings. 

Electrical, Residential, and Marina Inspections Section 
 

The Residential, Electrical, and Marina Inspections Section is responsible for both 
the electrical inspection program and the residential building inspection 
program. The section issues permits and performs inspections to enforce the 
provisions of Tennessee’s adopted electrical code, residential building code, and 
energy conservation code.  

In 2015, the Electrical Permitting System (EPS) personnel in the Administrative 
Services Section were moved to the Residential, Electrical, and Marina 
Inspections Section to provide a more effective and efficient workflow process. 

Permits and Inspections in 2016: 

• Total Residential Building Permits Issued:  879 
• Total Residential Building Inspections Performed:  2,207 
• Total Electrical Permits Issued:  120,284 
• Total Electrical Inspections Performed:  171,707 
• Total Marinas Inspected:  64 

 

Following the passage of the Noah Dean and Nate Act, T.C.A. § 68-102-601 et seq., the section has added marina safety 
inspections to its operations. The law requires each public marina to be inspected once every 5 years. Since its 
implementation in 2015, a safety inspection has been performed at 158 marinas across the state and found numerous 
safety violations. One such inspection included the discovery of a 480 volt electrical service which was energizing water at 
the marina. Other found safety violations include:  energized electrical cords in water, no installed main disconnects at 
which power can be disconnected in the event of a situation, energized junction boxes in water, electrical wiring under 
docks not properly installed, no Ground Fault Indicators installed on some marinas, and faulty electrical wiring in which 
the neutrals and grounds were not separated on subpanels installed on a marina. These violations, if not detected, could 
have eventually caused serious injuries, even death, to persons entering the water in the vicinity of these hazards.  

Manufactured Housing & Modular Building Section 
 

The Manufactured Housing & Modular Building Section administers portions of the Uniform Standards Code for 
Manufactured Homes Act related to U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) Labeled Manufactured 
Homes and the Tennessee Manufactured Home Installation Act. This section acts as HUD’s State Administrative Agent 
(SAA) and exclusive Primary Inspection Agency (IPIA) to administer certain aspects of the National Manufactured Housing 
Construction and Safety Standards Act of 1974. 

Inspections and Activities in 2016: 

• Complete In Plant Inspections:  26,260 
• Floors Inspected:  32,626 
• HUD Labels Sold:  20,341 
• Installation Inspections:  1,971     
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• Retail Lot Inspections:  16 
• Consumer Complaints Opened:  10 
• Consumer Complaints Closed:  15 

 

 

In 2015, Manufactured Housing assumed the Modular Building Program from the Codes Enforcement Section due to the 
programs’ similarities. The Modular Building Program includes plant oversight, installation, and licensing of modular 
building manufactures, retailers, and installers.  

Tennessee Fire Service and Codes Enforcement Academy  
 

The Tennessee Fire Service and Codes Enforcement Academy (TFACA) plans, develops, and facilitates education and 
training programs to promote professionalism and competency of fire service and codes enforcement personnel through 
a standardized statewide program. These programs enhance the individual and collective ability of those in the fire service 
to protect life and property of Tennesseans. TFACA’s focus on both fire service and codes enforcement establishes it as a 
regional center for the training, testing, and certification of codes enforcement officials, firefighters, and other homeland 
security first responders.  
 

 

Training and Activities in 2016: 

• Total Students Enrolled:  13,838 
• Non-Mission Students Enrolled:  

1,559 
• Total Classes Conducted:  983       
• Fire Classes Conducted and Students 

Enrolled:  913/12,234 
• Codes Classes Conducted and 

Students Enrolled:  70/604 
 

 

 
For the year running from July 2015-June 2016, TFACA set a new record with 
66 Fire Departments exceeding 1,000 or more student contact hours.  
 
A Mobile Training Tower (MTT) was purchased with the assistance of a 
federal grant with the State providing 15% matching funds. Our risk analysis 
demonstrates that many firefighters across the state do not have access to 
training towers. There are different levels of safety, quality, and capabilities 
found throughout the state ranging from virtually no capability in some areas 
to advanced professionally designed training towers. The addition of the MTT 
will allow TFACA to meet the needs of more firefighters by providing safe, 
compliant, and realistic training while promoting firefighter health and safety 
as well as public safety. 
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In 2016, bids were awarded to replace some of the aging fleet of fire apparatus at the Fire Academy. TFACA took 
possession of a new Commercial Pumper in December 2016 which replaces a 2001 model pumper. A purchase order was 
also issued for a Custom 75’ Quint Ladder Truck with an anticipated delivery date of June 2017.  

Commission on Firefighting Personnel Standards and Education  
 

The Commission on Firefighting Personnel Standards and Education is responsible for the certification of volunteer and 
paid firefighters in the State of Tennessee. The certification program is designed to be an incentive to firefighters to 
develop their skills and further their training and education. The Commission also manages and administers the daily 
operations for the In-Service Training and Educational Incentive Pay Programs. 

Testing and Activities in 2016:  

• Total Written Exams Applications Processed:  6,305 
• Total Exams Administered:  7,173 

o Written Exams Administered:  5,060 
o Practical Exams Administered:  2,113 

• Total Number of Test Events:  423 
o Written Exam Events:  296 
o Practical Exam Events:  127 

• Reciprocities Granted:  440 
• Fire Departments Participating in In-Service Training and Educational Incentive Pay Program:  99 
• Fire Departments Audited:  18 
• Fire Service Professionals Receiving Educational Incentive Pay:  6,064 (totaling $3,638,400.00)  

 

 

In 2016, the Commission received re-accreditation from the International Fire Service Accreditation Congress (IFSAC) for 
17 levels of current certification and 5 new levels were added.  

Administrative Services Section 
 

The Administrative Services Section provides administrative support for the SFMO in the areas of budgeting, purchasing, 
and personnel management. The section ensures that qualified applications are properly processed under the State’s laws 
and regulations for various professions and annually issues over 4,000 professional permits, licenses, and certificates of 
registration.  

The Permits and Licenses Unit specifically processes regulatory permits, licenses, and certificates of registration for the 
certified inspector program, explosives, fireworks, fire extinguisher, fire sprinkler, and LP gas industries. In 2015, the 
Electrical Permitting System (EPS) personnel in the Administrative Services Section were moved to the Residential, 
Electrical, and Marina Inspections Section to provide a more effective and efficient workflow process. The benchmark for 
processing applications within 10 days of receipt was also met in 2016. 

Permits, Licenses, and Certification Programs in 2016:   

• Portable and Fixed Fire Extinguisher Systems 
Firms     100 
Branches    4 
Specialists    337 
Technicians    28 
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• Liquefied Petroleum Gas 
Dealers     529 
Managers    29 
Responsible Managing Employee 85   

• Fireworks 
Annual Retailers   85 
Seasonal Retailers   731 
Operators    87 
Exhibitors    26 
Display Permits    424 

• Fire Protection Sprinkler Systems 
Contractors    180 
Responsible Managing Employee 230 

• Certified Inspectors 
Inspectors    379 

• Explosives 
  Firm     58 

Handlers    369 
  Blasters     153 
  Limited Blasters    4 

• Fire Safe Cigarettes    2 

SFMO/Division of Fire Prevention Operating Cost 

Entire Division of Fire Prevention   

FY 2016 

Expenditures 
           Budget                    Actual 

$21,789,000.00  $19,522,317.83  

  
 

  

Revenues 
           Budget  Actual 

$21,789,000.00  $24,711,294.84  

 

Revenues collected include funding from the Fire Insurance Premium Tax, pursuant to T.C.A. § 68-102-142, penalties, 
fees for services, or forfeitures collected under T.C.A. §§ 68-102-101 through 68-102-143, 68-102-147, or 68-102-148. 
Expenditures associated with the Fire Premium Tax is included in T.C.A. §§ 56-4-208, 56-4-205(c), 56-22-114, 68-102-142 
and 68-102-203.   

Recommended Amendments  
 

There are no recommended amendments or suggested statutory changes as current law provides the State Fire 
Marshal’s Office/the Division of Fire Prevention the authority to carry out our mission in saving lives, reducing property 
loss, and preventing injuries. 
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