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Contents & Overview 
The following report was compiled by members of the Education and Outreach 

Team of the Tennessee State Fire Marshal’s Office. Since its founding in 1915, the TNSFMO 
has been dedicated to reducing loss of life and property by fire throughout the state. The 
TNSFMO works closely with state and local partners, including the state’s many fire 
departments, to educate the public about fire safety and publicize noticeable risk trends 
with regards to fire.  

The goal of this report is to examine the causes and trends of unintentional 
structure fire deaths. All data and information is compiled using the TNSFMO’s central 
Fire Fatality Database and the National Fire Incident Reporting System (NFIRS).  
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2016 Fire Fatality Summary 
Number of fatalities 113 ▲ up from 72 last year 
Number of fatal fires 79 ▲ up from 60 last year 

Fatalities per fatal fire 1.43 ▲ up from 1.20 last year 
Average age of victim 43 ▼ down from 54 last year 

% over 50 years old 49% ▼ down from 64% last year 
% Female victims 45% ▼ down from 56% last year 
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Fire Fatality Charts & Analysis 
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Fire Victims 
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January 
Date of Incident Fatalities County City Cause Sex Age 

1/9/2016 1 Knox Knoxville Unknown M 50 
1/18/2016 1 Fentress Jamestown Smoking M 87 
1/18/2016 1 Madison Jackson Heating M 30 
1/20/2016 1 Jefferson White Pine Electrical Distribution F 67 
1/22/2016 1 Campbell Jacksboro Electrical Distribution F 63 
1/25/2016 1 Shelby Memphis Smoking F 56 

1/26/2016 2 Coffee Manchester Unknown F 65 
M 62 

 
February 

Date of Incident Fatalities County City Cause Sex Age 
2/4/2016 1 Jackson Bloomington Springs Unknown M 64 

2/6/2016 2 Davidson Nashville Electrical Distribution 
F 64 
F 60 

2/7/2016 1 Putnam Cookeville Unknown M 24 

2/17/2016 3 Madison Jackson Cooking 
M 46 
F 36 
F 12 

2/21/2016 1 Rutherford Murfreesboro Open Flame M 75 
2/26/2016 1 Franklin Decherd Open Flame F 45 

 
March 

Date of Incident Fatalities County City Cause Sex Age 
3/3/2016 1 Smith Alexandria Heating M 63 
3/7/2016 1 Lawrence Lawrenceburg Smoking F 61 
3/7/2016 1 White Sparta Smoking F 62 
3/8/2016 1 Jefferson Dandridge Unknown M 58 

3/8/2016 2 Coffee Tullahoma Cooking F 60 
F 14 

3/13/2016 1 Knox Knoxville Smoking M 82 
3/21/2016 1 Coffee Manchester Unknown M 29 
3/23/2016 1 Hardeman Middleton Unknown F 60 
3/30/2016 1 Shelby Memphis Cooking M 44 
3/30/2016 1 Shelby Memphis Appliances M 40 

 
April 

Date of Incident Fatalities County City Cause Sex Age 
4/4/2016 1 Gibson Trenton Electrical Distribution F 54 

4/5/2016 2 Putnam Cookeville Smoking F 59 
M 56 

4/17/2016 1 Roane Harriman Appliances F 63 
4/27/2016 1 Shelby Memphis Smoking M 54 
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May 
Date of Incident Fatalities County City Cause Sex Age 

5/13/2016 1 Fayette Moscow Unknown M 64 
5/14/2016 1 Hamilton Hixson Smoking F 65 
5/22/2016 1 Franklin Belvidere Unknown M 87 
5/26/2016 1 Shelby Memphis Unknown M 53 

 
June 

Date of Incident Fatalities County City Cause Sex Age 

6/3/2016 2 Shelby Memphis Unknown F 2 
M 1 

6/16/2016 1 Blount Louisville Appliances M 44 
6/17/2016 1 Blount Walland Electrical Distribution M 93 
6/18/2016 1 Rhea Dayton Smoking M 52 
6/27/2016 1 Giles Pulaski Smoking F 49 

 
July 

Date of Incident Fatalities County City Cause Sex Age 
7/5/2016 1 McMinn Sweetwater Unknown M 47 

7/10/2016 2 Dyer Fowlkes Unknown F 5 
F 3 

7/12/2016 1 Roane Harriman Cooking F 23 
7/15/2016 1 Washington Gray Unknown F 78 
7/25/2016 1 Bradley Cleveland Open Flame F 66 
7/29/2016 1 Union Maynardville Electrical Distribution M 68 

 
August 

Date of Incident Fatalities County City Cause Sex Age 
8/1/2016 1 Giles Pulaski Unknown M 42 

8/20/2016 2 Shelby Memphis Unknown F 29 
M 7 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



10 
 

September 
Date of Incident Fatalities County City Cause Sex Age 

9/10/2016 2 Montgomery Clarksville Unknown M 84 
F 77 

9/12/2016 10 Shelby Memphis Electrical Distribution 

F 61 
F 56 
F 27 
F 16 
M 9 
M 9 
F 8 
M 7 
F 5 
F 2 

9/17/2016 1 Davidson Madison Unknown M 47 
9/21/2016 1 Crockett Friendship Open Flame M 29 
9/22/2016 1 Montgomery Clarksville Cooking M 30 
9/25/2016 1 Shelby Memphis Unknown M 70 
9/29/2016 1 Benton Camden Cooking F 90 

 
October 

Date of Incident Fatalities County City Cause Sex Age 
10/10/2016 1 Williamson College Grove Unknown M 47 
10/15/2016 1 Bradley Cleveland Unknown F 54 
10/17/2016 1 Knox Knoxville Unknown M 43 

10/22/2016 2 Sequatchie Dunlap Cooking M 20 
M 20 

 
November 

Date of Incident Fatalities County City Cause Sex Age 
11/3/2016 1 Knox Knoxville Unknown M 57 

11/14/2016 2 Houston Stewart Unknown F 78 
M 73 

11/16/2016 2 Carter Elizabethton Open Flame F 20 
F 3 

11/17/2016 1 Lauderdale Henning Heating M 89 
11/18/2016 1 Montgomery Clarksville Smoking M 76 
11/19/2016 1 Marshall Lewisburg Unknown F 63 
11/23/2016 1 Bradley Cleveland Unknown M 56 
11/25/2016 1 Hawkins Eidson Heating M 68 
11/26/2016 1 Shelby Memphis Smoking M 64 
11/29/2016 1 Dickson Dickson Heating F 18 

11/30/2016 2 Meigs Georgetown Unknown M 54 
M 51 
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December 
Date of Incident Fatalities County City Cause Sex Age 

12/2/2016 3 Davidson Madison Unknown 
M 28 
M 5 
F 2 

12/4/2016 3 DeKalb Smithville Unknown 
F 36 
M 27 
M 4 

12/5/2016 1 Wilson Watertown Heating M 73 
12/7/2016 1 Knox Powell Unknown F 78 

12/7/2016 2 Tipton Drummonds Heating F 4 
F 2 

12/8/2016 1 Giles Ethridge Unknown M 4 
12/10/2016 1 Shelby Memphis Heating M 69 

12/12/2016 4 Robertson Springfield Unknown 

F 7 
F 4 
M 2 
F 2 

12/12/2016 2 Franklin Tullahoma Electrical Distribution F 4 
M 1 

12/21/2016 1 White Sparta Heating M 49 
12/28/2016 1 Gibson Trenton Unknown F 60 
12/29/2016 1 Warren Morrison Unknown M 47 

12/30/2016 3 Macon Lafayette Unknown 
F 69 
M 52 
M 51 
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Gatlinburg/Sevier County Wildfires, November 2016 
 

A November 23rd wildfire on Chimney Tops 2 in Great Smoky Mountains National Park 
spread to the Sevier County/Gatlinburg area by November 28th, causing massive property loss 
and resulting in multiple fatalities. Though the peak of Chimney Tops is approximately 5.5 
miles from the city of Gatlinburg, a combination of dry conditions and weather patterns caused 
the fire to spread to multiple areas of southern Sevier County in a matter of days. As of this 
publication, the entire fire incident resulted in an estimated $500-$800 million in total loss and 
claimed the lives of 14 civilians.  

 
For the purpose of this report, the deaths that occurred in this incident will be counted 

separately from the rest of 2016’s fire fatalities for three main reasons. One, this incident is still 
being investigated by the fire service in order to determine the underlying causes and spread 
of the fire. Two, wildfires that result in fire fatalities are typically outside the scope of the State 
Fire Marshal’s Office. The State Fire Marshal’s Office enforces building codes, provides training 
for the fire service industry, is a state leader in fire prevention educational messaging, and has 
a purview that mostly lies within the context of residential house fires caused by things like 
careless smoking and unattended cooking. The Tennessee Forestry Division, who the SFMO 
works closely with, delivers wildfire prevention messages and tracks the destruction of 
wildfires throughout the state. Finally, a wildfire of this magnitude is an extraordinary event 
and creates an outlier in the overall data. 

 
While the final 2016 fatality sums do not include the fatalities during this fire incident, 

here is a summary of the fatalities that occurred during the Sevier County/Gatlinburg wildfires 
in November of 2016:  

 
Fatality Type Fatalities City Cause Sex Age 

Found in 
structure 3 Gatlinburg Exposure from 

another fire 

F 34 
F 12 
F 9 

Found in 
structure 1 Gatlinburg Exposure from 

another fire F 70 

Found in 
structure 1 Gatlinburg Exposure from 

another fire M 65 

Found in 
structure 1 Gatlinburg Exposure from 

another fire F 59 

Found outside of 
structure 2 Gatlinburg Exposure from 

another fire 
M 71 
M 70 

Found outside of 
structure 2 Gatlinburg Exposure from 

another fire 
M 71 
F 61 

Found outside of 
structure 1 Pigeon Forge 

Exposure from 
another fire M 59 

Found outside of 
structure 1 Gatlinburg 

Exposure from 
another fire M 85 

Heart attack 1 Gatlinburg Exposure from 
another fire F 75 

Car Accident 1 Pigeon Forge Exposure from 
another fire F 81 
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Fire Fatality Maps 
Fatality Summary by County 

 

Fatality Summary by Senate District 

 

Fatality Summary by House District 
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General Trends 
• 2016 saw a dramatic increase in unintentional fatal fires (79) and the highest number of 

accidental fire fatalities (113) since 2007.  
• Electrical distribution was the leading known cause of fire fatalities in Tennessee. 

Smoking, which led all known causes in 2015, dropped to 2nd.  
• Since 2011, smoking remains the leading known cause of fire fatalities with 80 total 

deaths. Electrical distribution is now the 2nd leading known cause, with 68 deaths. 
Heating and cooking are 3rd and 4th with 66 and 62 deaths respectively. 

• There were 20 multiple fatality incidents in 2016. This is up from 10 multiple fatality 
incidents in 2015.  

• There was an increase in fatal fires in manufactured homes: 25.3% of 2016’s fatal fires 
occurred in manufactured homes, despite only accounting for 9.5% of the housing stock. 
Manufactured homes accounted for 11.7% of the fatal fires in 2015.  

Contributing Factor Trends 
• Since 2011, there have been 31 fatal fires (34 fatalities) where medical oxygen was present 

in the home. There were six fatal incidents (eight fatalities) involving medical oxygen in 
2016, the 2nd highest recorded number in the state’s history (2014 was 1st with nine 
fatalities).  

• There were 57 fatal fires in 2016 where no smoke alarm was present in the home or 
where the presence of a smoke alarm was unknown. There were 45 such incidents in 
2015, 40 such incidents in 2014, and 54 such incidents in 2013  

• There were two fatal fires in 2016 where a smoke alarm was present but did not operate. 
There have been 28 fatal fires since 2011 where a smoke alarm was present but did not 
operate.  

Victim Trends 
• There were 18 victims under the age of five in 2016. There were only four victims under 

the age of five in 2015. Since 2011, there have been 50 deaths in children under five, 
accounting for 10.1% of all deaths.  

• Shelby, the most populous county in Tennessee, led the state with 22 fire deaths. This is 
the most deaths in Shelby County since 2010, when 23 deaths were recorded. 

• Nationally, women have a higher risk of dying in accidental house fires than men. 
However in 2016, only 45% of fatal fire victims were female compared to 55% male.  


